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Floods Delay Trains
Train service throughout the states of Ohio and

Indiana has been greatly crippled on account of the
floods. As our readers know, the publishing plant of
the Anti-Saloon League is located at Westerville,
Ohio. Most of the mail matter from this printing
plant is sent out to the various states via Columbus.
This explains why the Illinois Issue is late in reaching
the subscribers.

The Legislative Situation
At last the senatorial deadlock has been broken.

Lewis and Sherman have been elected after two
months’ balloting. They were voted for by the peo-
ple. Lewis was chosen for the long term and Sher-
man for the short term, which is in keeping with the
vote of the people last fall. The solution seems to
give general satisfaction to all. One thing is sure, the
people are glad that the deadlock is out of the way and
that the assembly can now get down to business as to
the matters of legislation. This should mean that the
county option, residence district option and law en-
forcement measures have an early hearing. These
issues have been before the people of the state as no
others have. They cannot be smothered in commit-
tee. The people expect a vote on these measures in
both houses, and this is the year when they can pass
both branches and become a law. The chairman of
the license committee promises a hearing on the
county option bill Wednesday evening of this week.
The Anti-Saloon League is encouraging early action
on all measures introduced bv it. These measures will

be enacted into law if the people interested over the
state are as active as they should be.

How about your senator and representatives?
Now is the time for you to see them and tell them that
with you these measures are the big issues before the
people of the state. The spirit of referendum is
stronger in the minds of the people than ever before.
County option gives a concrete application of this
principle. A man who is not willing to let the people
of the county, which is the tax unit, law enforcement
unit and the moral unit, vote on the saloon question,
is not in favor of referendum. Consistency is a jewel.
If the members of the present assembly are really in
earnest about the referendum proposition they will
give the people of the state the enabling act of county
option. The residence district bill will be reported
out of committee in the house as soon as the temper-
ance committee is appointed. It is the purpose of the
League to have a vote on the county option bill first
in the senate and on the residence district bill first in
the house.

About the Loss of Life and Property
The untold suffering caused by the floods and

fires that have devastated wide districts of Ohio and
Indiana cities has excited the sympathy of the world.
The loss of life and loss of property are appalling.
People everywhere have opened purse and hand to
help relieve distress. It is but a feeble effort of the
more fortunate to show the sympathy they feel for
those who suffered most in these stricken cities. The
bond of common brotherhood holds strong.

If such disasters as these wrought by fire and
water took place every week for a year, the loss of life
and the loss of property would fall far short of the loss
produced by the liquor traffic in twelve months. The
most conservative figures place the annual death toll
of alcohol at 66,000. No doubt it far exceeds this
number, for many thousands die annually where death
has actually been caused by alcohol but by considerate
physicians is attributed to some other cause. Such
disasters as these occurring every week for a year
would not produce the economic loss that is caused
annually by the liquor traffic. Property destroyed by
criminal carelessness occasioned' by drunkenness,
money diverted from legitimate channels of trade, loss
to manufacturers brought about by inefficiency of
labor directly traceable to alcoholism, the unnecessary
and tremendous expense for caring for the victims of
alcoholism, the degenerates, insane, epileptics, delin-
quents, total millions of dollars annually.

On every hand people are saying man must
devise some way to better protect himself from the
danger of floods. Expert engineers from all parts of
the United States are rushing to the flood districts,
and much money and much time and thought will be
spent in planning and building levees that will guard
against a recurrence of these disasters. If people could
see the liquor traffic as it is, if people would see the
liquor traffic as it is, the response for help in destroy-
ing it would be as instantaneous and generous as is
the response to the call to help in protecting cities
from the danger of flood and fire.
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