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The Attitude of the Government Toward
the Liquor Dives Near the Great

Naval Station at Lake Bluff
A bill was introduced in the legislature at Spring-

field last week to prohibit the sale of liquor within five
miles of the Great Lakes 'Naval Station. This station
is by far the largest in the world, and it took several
years to build, and cost millions of dollars. There are
about thirty buildings in all. The purpose of placing
the station in Illinois is to secure a very much better
class of men to man the fleet.

There are over sixty saloons within this proposed
five mile zone, and if allowed to develop in the direc-
tion in which they have been rapidly going during the
last year, they will entirely frustrate the purpose the
government had in view in placing it in Illinois.
This movement to secure the act has received the
strongest possible endorsement from the government
itself, and the letter which follows has been sent to the
governor of the state of Illinois:

Office of Secretary
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

Washington
December 20, 1912.

His Excellency
The Governor of Illinois,

Springfield, 111.
Dear Sir:

The Navy Department having been informed that there
is a movement on foot to secure legislation in the state of
Illinois that will forbid the sale of liquor within a radius of
five miles of a naval and military reservation, I beg leave to

convey to you this Department’s strong endorsement of such
a measure in the interest of discipline and of the individual
welfare of the seamen apprentices at the Naval Training Sta-
tion on the Great Lakes.

In this connection I beg to quote the views of the Com-
mandant of that Training Station, as follows:

“The Commandant of this Station deems it his duty to
recommend most strongly to the department that every pos-
sible influence be exerted to assist those who are attempting
to secure this legislation.

“The existence of many saloons in North Chicago and
Waukegon is a constant source of drunkenness and bad
behavior on the part of young seamen apprentices while on

liberty, and it is a matter of the greatest importance that the
sale of liquor within a radius of five miles from this Station
should be prohibited for the protection of these young re-
cruits, who are now the prey of sharks and liquor dealers
when they go beyond the limits of the Station.

“It is not enough that the apprentices may not be per-
mitted to enter the saloons, nor that the saloonkeepers
themselves may refrain in some cases from selling liquor to

minors, for the reason that the liquor is very frequently pur-
chased by runners or other people and by them carried and
sold to the apprentice seamen. When the latter become
drunk and disorderly they are subject to arrest and fine by the
civil authorities and to severe disciplinary measures by the
Commandant. It is manifestly wrong that young recruits
should be needlessly subjected to such influence and tempta-
tions in the very beginning of their service in the Navy, and,
particularly, as many of them have never been away from
home before.

“(Signed) W. F. FULLAM.”
Captain Fullam, an officer of high standing in the service,

is exceptionally qualified, by long and successful experience
in the training of recruits, to appreciate the value of the
measure in question. The Department fully concurs in his
views, and respectfully commends them to your favorable
consideration. Very respectfully,

PHILIP ANDREWS,
Acting Secretary of the Navy.

Those in charge of the station declare that if they
could truthfully say throughout the central west that
the station is situated within a five mile temperance
zone, the reluctance of a vast number of parents to
let their sons be recruited would be overcome. It
seems particularly shameful on the part of us all to
allow these dives to do their nefarious work where so
much is at stake. These lads are nearly all minors,
and a recruiting agent in one of the large cities of the
state of Illinois declared that he had not sent a single
boy to the naval station who was of age.

Recently one of these saloons was found filled
with seamen apprentices, and in another of these dens
more of these seamen apprentices were gambling
away and losing their monthly wages. There were
158 courts martial last year in the station, most of


