
What the Saloons Cost Chicago Yearly
Chicago has 7,152 saloons. In the Chicago local

option campaign the representative for the liquor side,
Nathan A. Cole, gave figures showing that the sa-
loons of Chicago did a business of $150,000,00 a year.
Mr. Collard, an ex-saloonkeeper, working for the dry
side, gave figures showing that the necessary income
to provide for license, rent, help, liquors and profits
to keep the 7,152 saloons in operation was not less
than $140,000,000, or a little less than $20,000 for each
saloon. The above estimate was made to Arthur
Burrage Farwell, of the Chicago Law and Order
League, who agrees with Mr. Collard’s figures. An
article in the Chicago Tribune, June 7, 1911, gave the
consumption of beer in Chicago in the month of May
alone at $23,372,000. We accept Mr. Collard’s esti-
mate as conservative.

WHAT WOULD $140,000,000 BUY?

If expended in legitimate channels, it would pay
for:

Duplicate of the present small
park system $10,000,000

Pay for up-keep of parks 6,000,000
Pay for up-keep of duplicate sys-

tem 6,000,000
Pay for police department expense 6,712,000
Fire department 3,636,000
Health department 731,000
Duplicate appropriation for health

department 731,000
Solve better housing and slum

problem 5,000,000
Buy the following supplies:
1,000,000 pairs of shoes at $3 3,000,000
1,000,000 hats at $3 3,000,000
1,000,000 boys’ overcoats at $10... 10,000,000
1,000,000 boys suits at $lO 10,000,000

1,000,000 dresses for girls at $lO.. 10,000,000

100,000 sets of furniture at $50.. 5,000,000
I,ooo,ooo.yards of flannel at 50c... 500,000
5,000,000 yards of cotton goods

at ioc 500,000
50,000 pianos at S2OO 10,000,000

100,000 rugs at S3O 3,000,000
250,000 tons of coal at $8 2,000,000

100,000 stoves at S2O 2,000,000

5,000,000 quarts milk at 8c 400,000
5,000,000 dollars’ worth of gro-

ceries 5,000,000
1,000,000 barrels of flour at $5.90.. 5,900,000
There would be enough left to

build a row of ten thousand
dollar homes forty miles long,
each home on a 50-foot lot, 96
to the mile 30,720,000

Chicago receives in return for this staggering
waste $7,000,000 in license money, which does not pay
for the hospitals, jails, penitentiaries, asylums, crim-
inal courts, waste and graft which the saloon causes.

The Chicago Tribune said editorially on April 3.
' 1913, regarding the bond issue:

“Gone is $2,880,000.
“Gone from the pockets of the taxpayers.

“Gone from the credit of the city.
“2,880.000 would make a substantial beginning on

a forest preserve system.
“2,880,000 would be sufficient to inaugurate the

elimination of the slums of Chicago.”
“The citizen of Chicago longs to improve his city

in so many ways, but he is blocked on every road by
the same barrier—spoils politics.”

Spoils politics and the bond issue are caused by
the same thing—saloon politics.

But the saloon is a doomed institution. It has
been driven out of more than half of the country.
Hundreds of saloons are destroyed every year. People
are rising up against them everywhere, and it is a
question of only a few years until they will all be ex-
terminated.

Hitting the Liquor Business Hard
The internal revenue reports for the fiscal year

ending June 30, 1912, are just out, and show a decrease
in the consumption of liquor over the year preceding
amounting to almost one gallon for every man, wo-
man and child in America.

Before these reports were completed, one of the
revenue commissioners, who has always sought to
help the liquor cause in every way in his power, sent
out through the press from time to time during the
last year statements tending to show that there was
an increase in the consumption of liquor last year.
This he would do by taking the returns from some one
district containing some of the largest and wettest
cities and making it appear as representing the whole
country. But the final report shows a remarkable de-
crease, and that in the face of a great increase in our
population by immigration.

President Farley, of the National Liquor Dealers’
Association, in his annual report made recently to his
association, stated that thirty-one breweries closed last
year and that the output of beer alone decreased 1,106,-
446 barrels. No wonder the liquor dealers are des-
perate and themselves admit that they are now threat-
ened with total annihilation.

Further proof of the tremendous advance of the
temperance cause is seen in the fact that an increas-
ing number of states are enacting laws that make
bootlegging a felony or penitentiary offense. It will
not be long until all our states will enact similar legis-
lation since the growth of temperance sentiment is de-
manding it.

It is often said that Prohibition does not prohibit. And
that is true. Neither does a gun shoot, nor a ship sail, nor
a piano make music of its own accord. It takes a man behind
a gun to make it shoot, a sailor to sail the ship and an
artist to play the piano. So too with the prohibitory law. It
will sleep away the years within the musty tomes of a law
book and never prohibit anything, unless there is a prose-
cuting attorney who will dust off that law book and go to
doing business. This is an established fact and has been
demonstrated in Kansas many times.—Hon. Otis L. Benton,
of Kansas, Supervisor of Indian Funds.


