
Where Tuberculosis Thrives
We have before us the bulletin of March 8, issued

by the Chicago School of Sanitary Instruction, under
the department of health, Dr. G. B. Young, commis-
sioner.

It contains charts showing the distribution of tu-
berculosis cases by wards in the city of Chicago for
1912, giving the case rate for each ward. According
to this bulletin, there were 7,513 new cases discovered
during the year 1912, and there were 3,750 tuberculosis
deaths. The case rate for the whole city was 327.04
per one hundred thousand of population, which was a
slight decrease over the preceding year, 1911. Seven-
teen of the thirty-five wards of the city have a case
rate above the average of the whole city, the ward
showing the highest case rate being the First ward,
with a rate of 882.06 per hundred thousand of popula-
tion. Then follows closely the Eighteenth ward, with
796.05, with the Twenty-first and Twenty-second
wards close competitors.

The conclusions drawn by the health department
and warranted by the facts are that the case rate of
tuberculosis is highest in those wards where the hous-
ing conditions are bad. The department has grouped
the wards according to their general sanitary status,
and it shows that the group under the head “Lodging
House and Cheap Boarding House Wards,” presents
the highest case rate, showing 729 cases to one hun-
dred thousand of population. What is classed as
“Poor Dwelling Conditions” follows next, with 367.05.
The wards under the head, “Fair Dwelling Condi-
tions,” show a case rate of 286, “Good Dwelling Con-
ditions” show a rate of 200.04, and the wards under the
head “Semi-Suburban Conditions” show the smallest,
174.02.

Saloon Wards Show Highest Case Rate.

The health department in this report says noth-
ing about the relationship of alcohol to tuberculosis,
but one studying the chart as given by the department
is struck with the fact that the wards showing the
largest case rate per thousand are the wards where the
saloons are most numerous. Those wards showing
the lowest case rate are the wards wherein are found
the Prohibition districts. For instance, the Thirty-
third ward, with the smallest case rate recorded, has
dry Austin within its boundaries. The Thirty-second,
with a case rate of only 160, contains Englewood; the
Twenty-sixth, with a case rate of 192, contains dry
Rogers Park; the Twenty-fifth, with a case rate of
163, contains Lakeview, with a large area of dry ter-
ritory; the Ninth ward, showing a case rate of 163,
contains part of Prohibition Hyde Park; both the
Seventh and Sixth wards have large areas of dry ter-
ritory, being part of Hyde Park, and both show very
small case rates. In striking contrast are the saloon
infested wards, showing the highest case rate. The
First ward, perhaps the wettest in the city, and in
which is located the South Side vice district, shows a
case rate of 882; the Eighteenth ward, in which is
located the West Side vice district, and is, next to the
First, the wettest ward in the city, shows a case rate
of 796; the Twenty-first ward, in which is located the

North Side vice district, and is unusually well supplied
with saloons, shows a case rate of 507.

It might be argued that these observations on the
tuberculosis case rates, taken with reference to loca-
tion of saloons in the city, prove nothing against the
saloon as a factor in causing tuberculosis; that people
living in the wards where saloons are not so numerous
are not necessarily total abstainers. And it may be
answered that it is reasonable to assume that drink-
ing is heaviest where saloons are the most numerous.
These saloon wards are the “can-rushing” wards, and
that there is a close relationship between alcoholism
and tuberculosis is a fact proven by careful scientific
investigation which has been made in various parts of
the country.

Scientific Investigation Shows Alcohol a
Contributing Factor.

For instance, the Scientific Temperance Journal,
referring to statistics compiled by the Henry Phipps
Institute, in Philadelphia, for the treatment of tubercu-
losis, says:

Mortality is 100 per cent higher among alcoholics, 80
per cent higher in those of alcoholic parentage; improvement
30 per cent greater in non-alcoholics than in alcoholics, and
10 per cent greater in those without than those with alcohohc
parents.

More recently the Anti-Tuberculosis League of
Cincinnati has been making investigations to discover
the leading cause of consumption in those sections of
the city where it is most prevalent:

The section of the city investigated was divided into four
parts. In section one the investigators canvassed 522 families
having 2,087 members. It was found that the average weekly
income per family is $16.55, or $4.34 per person; that the
average monthly rent is $8.28; that the average of $1.15 per
family, or thirty cents per member, is spent each week for
alcohol, and that 48 per cent of the children are beer drink-
ers. In this section there were twenty-three cases of tuber-
culosis, nine of them children, and in addition there were
forty-one suspected cases. The deaths from consumption in
this district last year numbered nineteen, or a rate of 623 per
one hundred thousand population. Had this rate prevailed
throughout the city there would have been 2,492 deaths from
consumption last year, or two and one-half times as many
as there actually were.

In district number two there were 284 families canvassed,
including 1,682 members, an average of about six to a family.
In this district the average weekly income per family is
$60.60, or $9.82 per person. The average weekly expenditure
per family for alcohol is $5.67, or ninety-six cents a person,
and in this district 49 per cent of the children are beer drink-
ers. The tuberculosis death rate there was found to be 654
per one hundred thousand population.

In the third district, comprising one block, the canvass
was made of 201 families of 770 members, and it was found
that the average weekly family income was $15.90, or $4.15 per
member. In this district the average weekly expenditure for
alcohol was $1.54 per family, or forty cents per person. The
number of deaths in this district from tuberculosis last year
was at the rate of 220 for one hundred thousand population.

In the fourth district the investigators canvassed 336
families of 1,261 members. In this district the average week-
ly income is $12.23, or $3.28 per member, while the average
family spends for alcohol $1.32, or thirty-five cents per
member. The death rate in this district is §34 to the one hun-
dred thousand population.

The appalling result of the investigation is that in the
district canvassed nearly one-half the children are beer
drinkers.

If some such investigation as that made in Cin-


