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When the Friends of the Law Are in Power
On the 15th of this month, the day of the week

being Tuesday, the voters in a number of our cities
will be called upon to elect city officials, including the
chief executive upon whom falls the responsibility of
administration of law. It is a matter of serious con-
cern to the people whether the man whom they choose
for this important duty considers his oath to faithfully
enforce the law, as it is written, binding or not. He
is not a censor of public morals. It is not given to
him to decide what laws and ordinances in force are
good for his people; he is to administer them im-
partially. He takes his oath to do so.

There has been a general revolt throughout the
country against what has been a growing disrespect
for law. This revolt has come about largely because
the people are beginning to understand the process by
which cities earn a reputation for lawlessness. The
wide-open town doesn’t become wide-open at a single
bound. There are degrees of badness, and the limit is
reached step by step. Riots and lynchings which
have occurred within recent years in some of our cities
were but the culmination of petty infractions of the
law, apparently harmless in themselves, but which
winked at and tolerated by those responsible for law
enforcement, grew greater in volume and more serious
in nature until they ended in tragedy. Salem, in our
own state, offers the most recent example of what
contempt for law in matters of apparently minor im-
portance might lead to. On the other hand, that city
whose public officials faithfully and impartially en-
force the law and ordinances is certain to be freest
from crime and graft. The man of low design, of
criminal inclinations, shuns the city which has a repu-

tation for law enforcement, but such a city attracts the
citizen of high ideals, the ambitious business man, the
lover of peace and order.

Liquor Dealers Favored Lawbreakers.

Perhaps the most favored of law violators are the
venders of intoxicating liquors. In many cities they
are the most conspicuous examples of privileged law-
breakers, in their disregard for the saloon closing law,
the law prohibiting Sunday selling, selling to minors,
and any other measure designed to “regulate” their
business. Where their business has been outlawed by
a vote of the people, in many instances they still main-
tain their reputation as lawbreakers by selling liquor
more or less openly according to the degree of earnest-
ness with which the public officials seek to enforce the
no-license law. In some instances people, becoming
disgusted with this, seek a remedy by voting back the
saloons, not stopping to think that the officials who
failed to enforce one law touching the liquor interests
stand more than likely to fail to enforce another law
that would affect them. The real remedy lies in a
faithful administration of the law, and this conclusion
suggests the first step necessary to this end, namely,
the election to public office of men who believe in law
enforcement irrespective of individuals or businesses.
In other words, the way to ipake the no-license law
most effective is to have its enforcement in the hands
of public officials who owe no debt, politically or
personally, to the liquor interests.

A Lesson from Rockford, a Dry City With
a Dry Mayor.

It will be the height of folly for our dry cities
next Tuesday to elect public officials to enforce no-
license laws who are known to be friendly to the sa-
loon. There is no middle ground to be taken in en-
forcing this law. The people have voted to discon-
tinue the sale of liquor, and that is undoubtedly what
they want, and until they reverse that vote they have a
right to expect their public officials to see to it that no
liquor is sold. No matter how honest a man’s inten-
tions may be, if in his own heart he believes the Pro-
hibition of the sale of liquor to be unjust, that same
degree of faithful enforcement of law cannot be ex-
pected from him as from the man who believes in the
justice of the law and who respects the will of the ma-
jority of the people who have endorsed it. There
isn’t a no-license city in the state but that can be dry
in fact as well as in name if it but elects public offi-
cials who believe in law enforcement. We offer as
evidence in support of this statement the largest dry
city in the state, the city of Rockford. Rockford has
demonstrated beyond the peradventure of a doubt that
the no-license law can be enforced, and this for the
very simple reason that that city has a mayor who
believes in law enforcement. We commend that city’s
good judgment in selecting a mayor whose sympathies
are with the law, to every city in this state where a
vote is to be taken next Tuesday.

It means much to keep a city free from blind pigs.
It means more to engender in the hearts of the citizens
of the city a wholesome respect for law.
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