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Albert J. Nock Again
In the January number of American Magazine,

Albert J. Nock had a review of “The New Science and
Its Findings” under the caption “Is It True?”

The document purported to be a review of the in-
vestigations of Prof. Karl Pearson into the old subject,
of alcohol and health.

The character of the article was such that the Na-
tional Wholesale Liquor Dealers’ Association began send-
ing the article out to newspapers of Prohibition states
with letters calling attention to it.

Mr. Nock’s superficial treatment of the subject
brought down upon his head sharp criticism of experts
in this country who sadly riddled his statements.

In the April number of the American Magazine, Mr.
Nock comes back with a reply, largely confined to giving
his authorities, which do not help his case very much.
He then says:

We are all in the liquor business. The only way an
American can get out of the liquor business is to renounce
his citizenship and remain a man without a country. The
general government, which is all of us, takes about a dollar
out of every gallon of whisky made, and a proportionate toll
out of beer and other liquors. There are also state and
local taxes, license fees, etc. All this money comes out of
the consumer. We, all of us, therefore, pay a good many
of our public bills with money that we get from the same
place, precisely, that the saloonkeeper gets money to pay his
personal bills—namely, the pockets of poor drunkards. We
are all partners of the saloonkeeper.

Under these circumstances, is there not considerable af-
fectation and profound hypocrisy in singling out the saloon-
keeper as a target for hatred and contempt?

In the above utterance, Mr. Nock confirms the worst
that has been said about him so far as he is accused of
ignorance and superficial writing.

For twenty years, the whole trend of the temper-
ance reform has been to condemn the institution called
the saloon and to refer to the saloonkeeper as an agent
of the people. There has been vastly less condemnation of
the saloonkeeper than of the people who vote that he be
licensed.

Mr. Nock selects some isolated utterance, not at all
in harmony with the trend of the reform, and holds up
drys generally as guilty of “affectation and profound
hypocrisy” therefor.

If Mr. Nock misrepresented the London investiga-
tions as sorely as he has misrepresented the spirit of the
temperance reform in this country, not much value can
be attached to what he has written.

The people behind American Magazine are of too
high a character to be justly accused of connivance with
the liquor interests; the worst that can properly be said
against them is that they permitted Mr. Nock to work
off on them a lot of irresponsible punk in relation to a
serious subject.

Respectability in St. Paul
Chief of Police Martin Flanagan, of St. Paul, is in

hot water because he tried to enforce the law against
women frequenting wine rooms.

The chief states that the law is directed against wo-
men of the streets, who are in collusion with saloon-
keepers, and who serve as a drawing card to boost
business. They frequently induce workingmen on pay

day to become intoxicated and then rob them of the
week’s earnings.

The licensed rumsellers are hollering their heads
off because Chief Flanagan is “interfering with their
business.”

They declare that they have paid their license and
now don’t care to be skinned out of the profits of the
game.

In getting their licenses, the
,

saloonkeepers all
“proved” that they were “respectable.”

Foes of Disease
By Robert B. Patton, D. D.

The heroic fight which the medical profession is
making against disease constitutes one of the most
illustrious chapters in human progress. One disease
after another has yielded to the power of scientific
medicine. When the writer was a student in the
University of Berlin, Germany, Professor Robert
Koch, the renowned bacteriologist, declared to his
class that diphtheria was the most mysterious disease
known to the physician. That was before the splendid
work of Ehrlich led to the discovery of antitoxin.

Like a Roman conqueror comes the physician,
with diphtheria, yellow fever and typhoid fever bound
to the wheels of his conquering chariot. Many other
diseases are on the point ofyielding to the same power.
Even cancer, that has been increasing so rapidly,
shows signs of surrender.

According to the view of the modern physician,
it is safer and saner to prevent disease than to attempt
a cure with all its dangerous possibilities after dis-
ease has been contracted. Sanitation and rational liv-
ing are now matters of prime importance. The result
is, the death-rate from practically all diseases shows a
decline.

Notwithstanding, however, all the devotion, skill
and scientific knowledge of the medical profession,
there is one disease which shows a greatly increased
death-rate—alcoholism.

Statistics show that the deaths due to alcoholism
have practically doubled in the last twenty years.
This startling fact is largely due to the views formerly
held by many physicians that alcohol had tonic and
stimulating properties. This, however, scientific in-
vestigations have shown to be utterly false. The up
to-date physician no longer regards alcohol as a rem-
edial agent. As a consequence of these newer scien-
tific views, the medical profession is lining up solidly
against alcohol. It is a safe wager that in the next
ten years, under the onslaught of the conquerers of
yellow fever, typhoid fever and diphtheria, there will
be a sharp decline in the death-rate of alcohol.

“Thou art the man!” declared the prophet to King
David. “Thou art the man” has come down all the
years since to every man- who, by vote, influence or
otherwise aids the liquor business to exist.

If there really were an official fool-killer we shud-
der to think of the mortality that would be found every
day among those who want to make the saloon decent
by license and regulation.
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