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The Legislature
The fight is on at Springfield. The four anti-

saloon measures have been introduced, three of them
in the house, and the county option bill in the senate.
A few of the members of the senate, because measures
have been introduced in previous years first in the
house, feel that the same course should be followed
this year, and as a result of this sentiment some are
doing- what they can to chloroform the bill in com-
mittee. There is no rule that demands that a bill go
first to either body; in fact, a large number of meas-
ures which become l&ws are introduced first in the
senate. This year the house has been unusually slow
in organizing. That gives one reason the senate
should act on this matter first. Everything taken
into consideration, acting on the advice of those most
closely associated at former times and at the present
time in League work, points in that same direction.

License Committee Meeting.
The chairman of the license committee, Senator

S. A. Ettelson, has thus far fulfilled his promise made
when the bill was referred to his committee to treat
the matter fairly. He has been fair and cordial. The
meeting of the license committee was only attended
by a portion of the committee. Two of the down-state
members were absent, one of them was not in at-
tendance upon the assembly during the week, and the
other one was attending another committee meeting.

The man who looked after the interests of the
liquor trade was Senator Daily, of Peoria. Peoria, as
most Illinoisians know, is the largest distillery city in
the country. The bill was introduced by Senator
Cleary, of Galena, who appeared before the committee
and explained the bill in detail. As he was doing so,
Senator Daily watched every chance to criticize the
bill in asking questions, but every question was
answered so well by Senator Cleary that, in the minds
of the people listening, the distillery senator failed to
score even a single point. It was really interesting to
see how hard put for arguments was the senator who
serves the liquor traffic’s vested interests. It was evi-
dent that the senator from Peoria and the man who
wrote the article a few weeks ago for the Champion of
Fair Play, the official organ of the retail liquor dealers,
gathered their information relating to objections to

the bill from the same source. The article in this
liquor journal showed a tremendous similarity to the
objections of the Peoria senator. The vote to report
the bill out was substituted by a motion made by
Senator Daily to put it into the hands of a sub-com-
mittee for more careful consideration. This, of course,
was an effort to delay the consideration of the bill if
possible. It is to be noted that the members who
voted for this motion are all from Chicago except one,
and he is from Peoria. The county option bill will
never affect either Chicago or Peoria directly. When
Cook county or Peoria county would vote dry by
county, the state of Illinois will be ready to close up
every saloon.

At this time we call the attention of the liquor
interests to the fact that not much longer will the
eighty counties of Illinois who can by county option
vote out the saloons be deprived of the right to vote
on this question of saloons or no saloons by the people
of Chicago and Peoria. If they want to hasten the
time when Illinois will vote all saloons out by a state-
wide vote, such tactics should be resorted to.

What Is the Real Situation?
The liquor dealers, through the press, are explain-

ing this action of the committee as chloroforming the
bill for this session. We want to say that the measure
is not dead, and the people of the state will know by
vote whether there are votes enough in the assembly
to pass this bill. The effort on the part of the liquor
interests to keep the senate from voting on the meas-
ure indicates that they believe the senate and the
house will pass this bill. The bill will be pushed in
the senate from now on with an energy not yet used.
If the bill is not reported in a reasonable length of
time from the sub-committee, one of a number of
other means to get the bill to a vote will be resorted
to. Six men from Cook county and one from Peoria
cannot thwart the wishes of the more than three mil-
lions of people who have their ear to the ground, eager
to hear favorable results as to county option in the
vote in the present assembly. These men cannot de-
cide the destiny of this important measure. The two
members who were absent from the meeting of the


