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committee reside outside of Cook county, and their
votes will some time be recorded.

The Prospect for Victory.
At no time in the past, or in this session, have the

prospects for county option looked as good as just
now'. It is nearer victory today than at any other
time. Now' is the time to let your senator know that
vou expect him to do his duty and do his part towards

getting this measure to a vote that will mean victory.
The other measures, residence‘district, blind tiger

and anti-shipping, are being pushed in the house with
splendid chances for victory in both branches. If
the people of fllinois will do what they should in re-
lation to the present assembly, this assembly will
record victories for the temperance cause such as have
never yet been recorded.

Two Prominent Liquor Men Give Their
Honest Opinion of the Licensed Saloon

The Michigan Anti-Saloon League is authority
for the following statements made by the representa-
tives of the liquor interests before the house of repre-
sentatives committee on the liquor traffic, on Wednes-
day, February 12, 1913, in opposition to the Middleton
bill to prohibit the placing of screens in the fronts of
saloons.

If you have a friend or an acquaintance who be-
lieves that the saloon is a good thing for a city or a
village, hand him this opinion of these liquor repre-
sentatives to read. It raises some interesting queries:

For instance: If the saloon is not a fit place for
the saloonkeeper’s boy to look into, how can it be a
decent place for anybody’s boy to be in?

If the people come to know the true inwardness
of the saloon, would they become disgusted with it?

Is this the reason that the screen ordinance in the
city of Chicago and many other Illinois cities is vio-
lated by every saloonkeeper in these cities?

First.—J. J. Flock, a brewer of Ypsilanti,
representing in legislative matters the state
brewing interests outside of the city of De-
troit, stated that he was against such a bill
because it would expose to public view the
men drinking in the saloons, and that he was
not in favor of subjecting the women and
children to such a sight as they passed up
and down the street. He cited the committee
to the condition in Battle Creek, wdiere by
city ordinance no screens are allowed, and
prophesied that Calhoun county would vote

. dry this spring because the citizens of Battle
Creek had become disgusted with the expos-
ed saloon.

Second.—Thos. F. Smith, of Lansing,
secretary and treasurer of the retail liquor
dealers’ organization, stated that his views
were in accord with those of Mr. Hock as re-
gards the bill, and cited as an illustration of
the detrimental effect such a law' would have
a personal incident. He said he w'as in a sa-
loon in Battle Creek one day when his own
son and a girl friend passed by and saw him,
and as a result of the sight of her companion’s
father in a saloon, the pleasure of the entire
day was marred for the young lady. Mr.
Smith stated that he would not want the

screens removed from the saloons of Lansing
so that his son, who had not been in a saloon
since he was able to walk, would be com-
pelled as he passed by on the street to wit-
ness the scenes of the interiors of the saloon,
or while in the company of a young lady, to
again witness his father standing before a sa-
loon bar.

Breweries Sued Because of
Boy’s Death

The Amboy News of April 4, is our authority for
the following news item. It is to be hoped that peo-
ple throughout the state make more use of this sec-
tion of the dramshop law, under which damages may
be secured from the saloonkeeper or the owner of the
property on which the saloon is located, in cases where
the saloon is responsible for depriving women and
children of the support of those upon whom they are
dependent:

The Star Union Brewing Company, the Peru Beer Com-
pany, Frank Fowler, a DePue saloonkeeper, and James
O’Neal and Owen Larkin, Peru saloonkeepers, have been made
defendants in a SIO,OOO damage suit filed in the circuit court
at Princeton, by Mrs. Christine Schatz, mother of Adam
Schatz, a nineteen-year-old boy who was drowned last June
in the Illinois river. An effort will be made to fix the blame
for the young man’s death upon the liquor dealers named in
the bill.

Schatz was drowned on June 1, about a mile west of
Spring Valley, during a squall which capsized a launch in
which he and a party of picnickers were returning to Peru
after spending the day at Lake DePue. It is alleged that
the entire party were drunk at the time of the accident and
that they obtained the liquor at the two breweries and at
the saloons conducted by the defendants. The claim of Mrs.
Schatz is that her son would have been able to save himself
if he had not been drunk. He succeeded in getting part way
to shore but was drowned within ten feet of safety.

County option puts the entire machinery for the
enforcement of state laws behind it. A majority is a
big spur to the average county official.

The saloon is the only business that is ashamed
of its best customers.
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