
Chicago Court ofDomestic Relations Shows
Liquor Chief Cause for Unhappy Homes

Excessive use of intoxicants are to blame for
nearly one-half of the homes that are disrupted in
Chicago, according to the records of the court of
domestic relations. Almost one-half of the wrecked
homes in the city ofChicago are wrecked by the great de-
stroyer, alcohol. If this were the opinion of one man,
some folks might say that he was prejudiced, that he
was a fanatic, that his perspective was warped. But
it is not the opinion of a man. It is the cold, hard
facts of a court record as shown by the court’s ledger.
To be exact, 46 per cent of the homes that are dis-
rupted are disrupted because of drink. This is what
the records of the court of domestic relations show.
The following is a detailed list of the causes for
wrecked homes as enumerated by Judge Gemmill,
who presides over this court:

Per cent
Excessive use of intoxicants 46
Immorality of husband 12
Immorality of wife 2

Disease t 2
111-temper and abuse of wife 8

. 111-temper and abuse of husband 3
Interference of mothers-in-law 6
Interference of fathers-in-law 1

Youth of the parties 4
Laziness of the husband. 3
Sickness 1

Miscellaneous causes 2

Many Couples Re-United.
According to the judge there are two methods of getting

at the information composing the above table. The informa-
tion is first taken at the time ar. application for a warrant
is made. After the evidence in the case is heard the presid-
ing judge checks up on the original information.

“In fully one-half of the cases that have been brought
before this court,” said Judge Gemmill, “the parties have
been reunited and the home established once more.

“There has been $75,562.72 collected for dependent wives
and children and paid them through this court. To that sum
should be added an equal amount which is ordered by the
court to be paid directly to the wife and children.

“The greatest need of the court is some legislation which
will require the superintendent of the house of correction to
pay to the dependent families of the prisoners a part of
their earnings in the house of correction. Many of them
will not work under any other circumstances, and if we
could get only 50 cents a day for the families it would be a
great help toward their support.”

A Need for Action.

Isn’t it about time that people rise up in their
might and destroy these home-destroying saloons?

What a commentary on present-day city govern-
ment !

The city, for a money consideration, deliberately
entering into a contract with an institution which
permits that institution to carry on a business which,
according to records of the city’s own court, destroys
almost one-half of the homes that are disrupted in the
city.

Think of the awful tragedy of a wrecked home,
the physical suffering, the mental anguish that it
means, the little children that are thrown out into

the world often to become state charges! The in-
justice worked upon these children, who never have
half a chance, left without the protecting shelter of a
home, many of them to become criminals and delin-
quents. The cost of these disrupted homes in dollars
and cents to a community, tremendous as it is, is but
a small part of the real cost. What it costs the city
and state in good citizenship is inestimable. And yet
some people profess to be annoyed at this continued
agitation against the saloon. And in the meantime,
the 7,152 saloons of Chicago continue to pay the city
SI,OOO a year for the privilege of selling the stuff that
is wrecking her homes.

Missions and Alcohol
A unique exhibit at the World in Chicago will be

that of the Scientific Temperance Federation of Bos-
ton. It consists of charts and pictures and models
prepared at large cost to show the evil power of al-
cohol. #

Such an exhibition is eminently appropriate,
when we are reminded of the great havoc wrought by
drink among the people of our mission fields.

Some years agb a cartoon pictured 70,000 casks
of American rum in the hold of a ship, and a solitary
missionary in the cabin.

Americans are familiar with the perpetual con
flict there has been to save the Indians from the cursed
firewater of the white man.

Archdeacon Jeffries said: “For one really con-
verted Christian as the proof of missionary labor, the
drinking practices of England have made a thousand
drunkards.”

Bishop Newman said: “Shiploads of rum are the
despair of missionaries.”

Dr. Dennis in “Christian Missions and Social
Progress,” puts liquors introduced by foreigners as
the great foe of missions, and says: “Intemperance
largely through foreign introduction is rapidly on the
increase throughout the earth, and Christianity owes
it to herself and to the honor of Christianity to sup-
port and encourage every effort of missions and every
agency of reform for saving the world from its
ravages.”

The exhibit to be given in “The World in Chi-
cago” was shown at the International Congress of
Hygiene at Washington, and received a diploma of
merit. It was also a part of “The World in Balti-
more,” and attracted much attention. Additions are
to be made for the exhibit in Chicago; and friends of
temperance are confident that it will not only be of
much interest, but will also make a deep impression.

Duncan C. Milner,. Chicago.

If it is necessary to close saloons at times of riot,
flood and other disasters, why should they be per-
mitted to remain open at any time?


