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down in his cell in a straight-jacket, and it required six men
to hold him to the bed so that he would not dash himself
against the iron bars of the cell. Even then he succeeded
in breaking loose once and struck his head against a bar cut-
ting a small artery under the eye and this caused him
bleed profusely.

During all Miller’s suffering he was constantly attended
by Dr. H. B. Dunn, the county physician.

Few who visited the city hall during the morning and
saw the clerks busy in the other offices realized that in an
other part of the building was going on a tragic fight that
could have but one ending. Miller became weaker and
weaker from the attacks of delirium, and nothing could be
done to prevent death.

Count one for the 66,000.
The following is from the Kankakee Gazette of

April 9:
Death by Acid Route After Day of Drinking.

Determined probably to die happy, Zephire Martin, aged
thirty, 833 North Evergreen avenue, drank a quart of brandy
and into the last few swallows poured half the contents of a
four-ounce bottle of carbolic acid at about 5:30 yesterday
afternoon. He died 15 minutes later, Martin, who was a
laborer, took to the excessive use of liquor a year and a half
ago, and according to the verdict of the coroner’s jury this
morning took the poison with suicidal intent while intoxicated.

Besides his wife the deceased left a son four years old
and a baby a year old.

One more for the 66,000.
The following is from the Chicago Tribune of

April 6:
Woes With Gun—Suicide.

Jilted by Miss Lillian Jansen, sister qf his employer, and

fortified by a day of drinking, James S. Smith, an Elgin farm
band, Friday night fired twice through a window at the
girl and fled. Both shots.took effect. A posse was organized
immediately.

For seventeen hours, beginning at 9 o’clock that night
and lasting until 2:30 o’clock yesterday afternoon, the farm-
ers followed the trail of Jansen. It wound up in a circle,
much like the course of a hunted jackrabbit. It ended at the
Jansen barn scarcely 100 yards from the scene of the
shooting.

Smith saw he was caught, walked leisurely out of the
barn, put the shotgun to his head and killed himself. He
made no attempt to fire on the posse.

One more for the 66,000.
The following is from the Chicago Examiner of

April 6:
Drink-Crazed Youth Shoots His Father.

Frenzied by drink and because his father had refused to
give him $2, John Kierna, nineteen years old, 1158 West Erie
street, last night shot his parent and also Policeman George
Anderson of the West Chicago avenue station.

The elder Kierna probably was fatally wounded, his body
being riddled with small shot. The policeman was shot in
the right arm just below the elbow. Both men were removed
to the county hospital.

Young Kierna was arrested, but not before he had made
futile attempts to shoot Captain Stephen Healy and five police-
men when they attempted to break down the rear door of the
Kierna home. Some of the shot penetrated Captain Healy’s cap.

The young man fled from the house through a front door
and ran into Sergeant Patrick Hamilton. He struggled des-
perately and the policemen were compelled to use their clubs.

Possibly one more for the 66,000.

State Taxes To Be Increased!
A special dispatch to the Chicago Inter-Ocean

from Springfield, under date of April 6, carries the
news that the state tax will be raised for the coming
year from 38c to not less than 55c, and will possibly
go as high as 67c on the SIOO. The mere mention of
increased taxes is sufficient cause to throw some men
into panic. Governor Dunne knows this, and is con-
sequently apprehensive. He is not happy over the
situation, for he made a campaign promising an
economical administration. But Governor Dunne is
not to blame. Let this be distinctly understood. It
is through no choice of his that the state tax will be
boosted at least 17c. In plain English, it is a “have-
to” case, if he is to have sufficient funds to keep the
various departments of the state in running order.
The governor naturally finds it necessary to make ex-
planation in order to pacify these taxpayers who are
likely to enter protest. He does this by pointing out
that the present tax rate of 38c has not been sufficient
to meet the necessary expenses, and the result has been
a deficit of some one-half million dollars, with all de-
partments bankrupt, and no funds immediately in
sight. The Inter-Ocean correspondent says that if
appropriations are made by the legislature sufficient
to promote the projects that the governor has in mind,
it will necessitate a tax rate of more than 70c. Among
the things that Governor Dunne desires to project is
a state epileptic colony, which means an appropria-
tion of at least one million dollars. The prison com-
mission wants at least one million dollars for work on

the new penal institution north of Joliet. The state
charitable institutions need ten millions of dollars. It
is evident that the extent of the increase in tax will be
determined by the amount of appropriations made by
the legislature. Here is at least twelve millions of
dollars demanded for the care of dependents and
criminals.

Dependents and Criminals Heavy Demand on
State Funds.

Now, if the state didn t need that new peniten-
tiary, if it didn’t need the state epileptic colony, if it
didn’t need that ten million dollars for charitable in-
stitutions, it is quite evident that the rate of taxes
would not be so high. But the state does need this'
money for the care of these unfortunates and crim-
inals, and the state can do no less than to care for
them. Reliable official statistics show that criminals,
•insane, epileptics and delinquents, demanding state
care, are rapidly increasing in numbers each year.
Penitentiaries and insane asylums are filled to over-
flow. Nobody questions the pressing need of en-
larging these penal and charitable institutions. If
this ever-increasing number of criminals, insane and
epileptics could be checked or lessened, it is quite
clear that the appropriations for their care would be
materially decreased. If the authorities could dis-
cover the cause for this increase in insanity and crim-
inality, and then deal with the cause, it would go a
Png wav towards solving the problem of meeting the
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