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expense lor their care. County Judge Owen, of Cook
county, says that insanity is increasing at the rate of
6 per cent a year. Evidence offered by those best
qualified to know —scientists, wardens of peniten-
tiaries, judges on the bench—shows that one of the
biggest contributing factors to criminality and insanity
is alcohol, and just now, when the state of Illinois is
face to face with the necessity of an increase of at

least 17c in the state tax, it is fitting that the voters
give serious consideration to this phase of the ques-
tion.

The Saloon Directly Responsible for Increases
in State Tax.

Here is the problem: At the very lowest esti-
mate Illinois needs now $12,000,000 in appropriations
for her penal and charitable institutions. This is one
of the leading items in the necessary appropriations
which compels an increase in the state taxes. Expert
and indisputable evidence shows alcohol to be one of
the leading if not the chief causes of insanity and
criminality. The taxpaying citizen does not fancy an
increase in taxes. Why not, then, set about to curb
the sale and use of alcohol? The chief distributing
agency of this poison is the legalized saloon. The
abolishment of the saloon will certainly bring about a
lessened expense in the state care of the insane and
criminals.
Dr. V. H. Podstata Says Alcohol Cause of Epilepsy.

Here is some expert testimony to support this
contention. Dr. Vaclay H. Podstata, superintendent
of the Northern Illinois Hospital for the Insane, in
1911, said with reference to epilepsy:

There are today in this fair state of Illinois
about eight thousand epileptics. More than half
of them are children. Nearly two thousand could,
if they knew enough, justly point their fingers
at their father or mother or both and say: “You
are responsible for my misery, you through the
alcohol which made you.its slave.”

And when most of these children die early,
prematurely, usually in horrible convulsions, with
their poor little limbs drawn together in spasms
and their child-face purple and twitching, from
the physician’s standpoint the case is a case of
murder and the name of the murderer is
ALCOHOL.

THERE IS A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BE-
TWEEN ALCOHOLISM AND THAT PROPOS-
ED MILLION DOLLAR APPROPRIATION FOR
A STATE EPILEPTIC COLONY.

Dr. Alexander MacNicholl, of New York, former
surgeon of the New York Red Cross Hospital, who
was sent abroad by President Roosevelt to investigate
the subject of alcohol and narcotics, says:

Within a period of fifty years the population
of the United States increased 330 per cent, while
the number of insane and feeble-minded increased
950 per cent, according to the recent census,
practically all of which is due to the chronic and
excessive use of alcohol in one form or another,
and narcotics.

Stoddard Goodhue, in an article in the March
Cosmopolitan, which deals with insanity, says: “Fifty
thousand, perhaps seventy-five thousand, of these un-
fortunates (insane patients in hospitals) owe their
mental illness wholly or in part to habits of alcoholic
indulgences that at one time were doubtless thought
by them to be as harmless as your use of alcohol ‘in

moderation’ seems to you now Even if no
question of humanitarianism were involved, the tax-
payer cannot overlook the fact that the monetary cost
of the care of such insane as are public charges, added
to the loss through their removal from the ranks of
productive workers, has been computed at not less
than $164,000,000 annually—a sum greater than the
value of our annual export of agricultural products.”

Where the Saloon Is Absent Lowest Percentage
of Insanity Prevails.

County Judge Owen, of Cook county, says in-
sanity is on the increase in Illinois at the rate of 6 per
cent per year. Official statistics from Prohibition
Kansas show that insanity is on the decrease in that
state at the rate of 2 per cent a year. Attorney Gen-
eral Dawson, of Prohibition Kansas, is authority for
the statement that eighty-seven of her 105 counties
have no insane, and fifty-four counties have no feeble-
minded.

EVIDENTLY THERE IS A CLOSE RELA-
TIONSHIP BETWEEN ALCOHOLISM AND
THOSE SEVERAL MILLION DOLLARS OF
PROPOSED APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE
CARE OF ILLINOIS’ INSANE.

Alcohol Responsible for Criminals.
Within the last month, Dr. Villers, chaplain of the

Joliet penitentiary, made the statement that 90 per
cent of the inmates of that penitentiary were there be-
cause of intoxicating liquor. The January grand jury
of Rock Island county, at the close of its session, after
having investigated over one hundred criminal cases,
officially went on record with the statement that 75
per cent of the cases were the direct result of intoxi-
cating liquor.

Attorney General John S. Dawson, quoted above,
says of Prohibition Kansas: “In July, 1911, fifty-three
county jails were empty, and sixty-five counties had
no prisoners serving sentences. Some counties have
not called a jury to try a criminal case in ten years,
and a grand jury is so uncommon that half our people
wouldn’t know what it is.”

THERE IS A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BE-
TWEEN ALCOHOLISM AND THAT PROPOS-
ED MILLION DOLLAR APPROPRIATION FOR
JOLIET’S NEW PENITENTIARY.

Why Not Get Rid of the Saloon?
This evidence is verified by hundreds of expert

witnesses, and is easily available to any who care to
investigate. It does seem that it would be the better
part of good business judgment for the citizens of
this state who pay the bills and for the officials who
are perplexed with the problem of meeting the state
expenses, to take the first steps necessary towards get-
ting rid of this thing which is so conclusively proven
to be the chief contributing cause for the making of
dependents and criminals. Just now we are in the
midst of a battle for a law that will give the voters a
voice in saying whether the saloon, the institution that
is effective in distributing alcohol, shall live or die.
Let every man and woman who earnestly desires an
economic administration of government take part in
this contest for a county local option law. It will be
the next step toward saloon annihilation in Illinois.
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