
The Illinois Vice Commission and the
Liquor Problem

Tlie Illinois senate vice commission is in session

at the Hotel La Salle, Chicago, at this writing. Cases
and dance halls are under investigation. Owners and
managers of department stores and other industrial
concerns employing large numbers of girls have al-
ready been given a hearing with reference to the wage
paid the girls. Many people are of the opinion tha<
low wages paid working girls are largely responsible
for the social evil. The vice commission is not con-
tent to dismiss the problem as settled with a “low
wage” explanation. Testimony taken in these first
hearings reeked with sordid stories of revelries in low
dance halls and questionable cases. So persistently
did this kind of testimony bob up that the commission
found itself inevitably led to an investigation of these
places. It is doing splendid work, and the whole state
of Illinois rejoices that it did not stop with a mere in-
vestigation of the wage question. And now, as the in-
vestigation of dance halls and cabaret cases proceeds,
the question of intoxicating liquor persistently ap-
pears. A continuance of the inquiry must inevitably
lead the worthy senators plump up to the liquor prob-
lem. Undoubtedly, it would verify the findings of the
Chicago vice commission, whose conclusion was that
the biggest ally of the social evil is the liquor business

Friday night a raid was made on some of the loop
cases where cabaret shows are featured, and some of
the performers were taken under subpoenas before the
commission in night session. Most of these places
had previously been investigated by representatives
of the commission, and so it had the advantage of
knowing whether testimony given by witnesses taken
in the night raid was reliable or not. One of the com-
mission’s investigators, Mrs. Maude Josaphare, after
describing the dance as she saw it at one of the cases,
concluded her testimony with this: “Following the
performance in the general dance, one young girl of
apparent refinement was intoxicated.”

That testimony is significant. “One young girl
was intoxicated.” Dance halls where the tango and
turkey trot hold forth and cabaret cases without in-
toxicating liquors are well night inconceivable.

Mrs. Gertrude Howe Britton Blames Booze.

Intoxicated? Sure. It is invariably the first step
on the “easiest road” for the girl. Thursday, the most

important witness before this commission was a mere
slip of a girl, who confessed that her life of shame
began with a glass of beer—“good old beer, the liquid
food,” in a north side saloon.

Mrs. Gertrude Howe Britton, general superin-
tendent of the Juvenile Protective League, in that
same session, declared that fully half the dance halls
in Chicago are openly violating the law against sell-
ing liquor to minors. She said:

For a time after Mayor Harrison ordered
the police department to take special precautions
against this there was an improvement, but in the
last few months there has been a return to old
conditions.

If the sale of liquor were definitely separated
from dance halls in Chicago and if the police

would enforce the laws which would put out ot
business, the immoral lodgir,g-!houses and hotels
surrounding many dance halls, the most prolific
feeder for the white slave traffic, would be stopped.

Three main causes for the downfall of hundreds of young
women in Chicago were given by Mrs. Britton at the request
of Chairman Barratt O’Harra, as follows:

Lack of opportunity among the city’s young
people for wholesome, well-chaperoned, social
recreation.

Ease with which minors may obtain liquor.
Lessening of the resisting power of girls

because of poor food and bad housing conditions.
Liquor the Principal Evil.

‘T think the dance hall is a very great factor
among the causes that lead girls astray,’’ said
Mrs. Britton. “This is true largely because in
large numbers of cases the sale of liquor is con-
nected with them. Even in the cases where the
management of a hall is making a sincere effort
to keep their places decent the failure of the
police to clean up the surrounding neighborhood
defeats most of these efforts.

“There is scarcely a dance hall among the-
hundreds in Chicago to which a young man may
not go, meet a girl for the first time, take her out
and ply her with drinks until she is practically
unconscious and take her to a near-by rooming
house or hotel where he can get a room with no
questions asked.

“No additional legislation is needed for rem-
edying a great deal of this. If the police would
enforce the statutes now on the books we could
stop this wholesale selling of liquor to minors.”

This vice commission is doing real service for
humanity. The further into the matter the commis-
sion probes, the more evident does .intoxicating liquor
appear to be the big contributing cause for the social
evil. It is to be sincerely hoped that the commission
will not stop with the investigation until it looks into
the back rooms of the legalized grog shop.

Redeeming Coatesville
In August, 1911, the town of Coatesville. Pennsyl-

vania, witnessed the lynching of a colored man. The
lynching was attended by barbarities so inhuman as to
shock the country. Nobody has ever been punished
for the crime. Grand juries refused to indict. The
lynching party was supplied with liquor, and it is
generally charged and believed that whiskv was the
cause of the awful crime.

But now Coatesville is trying to redeem herself l>v
closing her dramshops. When the time came for the
renewal of licenses, the no-license advocates presented
a petition signed by it. 500 of the 19.000 voters in the
county and by T4.000 women, asking the court that
liquor licenses in Coatesville be not renewed. Os the
fourteen hotels and saloons in the county, eleven were
ordered to close their bars at once, and the remaining
three were given a further hearing. The mayor of the
town declares that Coatesville dirtied its skirts wdien
it lynched the negro, that the lyncing would never
have occurred but for the saloons, and that whisky-
inflamed men were responsible for the outrage.


