
The Legislature
Progress was made in the fight this week in the

legislature. On Thursday the temperance committee
was appointed in the house. Hon. George H. Wilson,
of Quincy, is chairman. This is one of the largest
committees in the house. Mr. Wilson was chairman
of the temperance committee in the last session and
led the fight for county option. He is the author of
the Quincy bill which prohibits the sale of liquor near
any Sailors’ or Soldiers’ Home owned or maintained
by the state of Illinois. The other members of the
committee are as follows: Lyon. Bell, Coleman,
Etherton, Finley, Pervier, Simpson, Provine, Tice,
Hull, Groves, Huston, Kirkpatrick, Jones, Poorman,
Richardson, Scott, Tucker, R. R. Thompson, G. A.
Miller, Atwood, Barker, H. A. Foster, Hubbard, Kane,
Williamson, Carter, Boyd, Rowe, Barron, J. M. Cur-
ran, Fleming, Graves, Wood, E. E. Miller, Munro,
Sherman, W. B. Elliott and Lloyd.

This is a good committee. We challenge com-
petition. The first afternoon after the appointment
the committee met and reported out, with recom-
mendations that they do pass, four bills, as follows:
House Bill No. -273, residence district bill, which was
introduced by Mr. Wilson, and provides for the ex-
clusion of saloons in residence sections of the city by
vote of the residents of such sections. House Bill
No. 406, which prohibits owners of breweries and dis-
tilleries from owning or having any interest in saloon
buildings or saloon fixtures. House Bill No. 446, the
anti-treating bill, which prohibits treating in saloons
or in cases adjoining. House Bill No. 289, the blind
tiger bill. These are all good measures and should be
passed. No man should oppose the people in the
residence district from removing the saloons from
their community when the majority of the voting
population so desires. • And it is surely reasonable to
suppose that any fair-minded man would favor a bill
in opposition to the blind tiger. Twenty-seven states
in the Union have similar laws to this. Forty-seven
out of fifty-seven state’s attorneys of this state, two
years ago, declared for this measure, and the demand

for it is even more apparent at this time. If the
liquor interests are fair in their statement that they
are opposed to the blind tiger and endorse saloons to
get rid of the blind tiger, they will all favor this meas-
ure, which will put the blind tiger out of business
without the opening of a saloon. If this measure
passes it will end forever the influence of the thread-
worn, false cry of the liquor interests that Prohibitiondoes not and cannot prohibit. This bill will pass
unanimously if the members of the assembly are sin-
cere in their expressed desire to obey the law and to
have the law held in respect. "

County Option Bill.

The county option bill is the most important
measure, and is being pushed in the senate. This bill
has not been introduced in the house. It is SenateBill No. 194. The attempt made by the friends of the
liquor interests to chloroform this bill is meeting withdisfavor. By that act they have shown that they areafraid that a fair vote on this proposition will make itbecome a law. In putting the bill in the hands of anunfair sub-committee they have shown their willing-
ness to resort to the most barbarous methods that
have ever been known in the legislature. In the next
two weeks we believe the senate will be asked to go
on record as to county option, and the indications arethat the bill will pass. The members of the licensecommittee in the senate are Ettleson chairman, Gor-
man, Gray, Magill, Hay, Brady, Denvir, Curtis, Wood-
ward, Womack, Campbell, Lendee, Daily, Hurley
Clark and Carroll.

If any of the members of this committee are from
your district see to it that they are reminded that you
desire them to use their influence in getting before
the senate this proposition. The legislature will
probably adjourn early in June, and every day is of
extreme importance from now on. Now is the time to
put forth every effort to cross the goal line that will
mean the crossing of the goal to victory.

Keep Books on the Saloon in Your Town
The fight against the saloon is entering upon what

can be its last days. There are very few people who
are for the saloon on the real merits of the saloon
itself. They still stand for it for some other reason.
They believe that it cuts down their taxes; they be-
lieve it is good for business. They think there is some
medicinal value in drink or some food value. They
think it has some desirable social features, all of
which ideas will not stand the light of cold facts. The
many who today are actively against the saloon must
be ready to meet these people on their own ground.
They must be shown that the saloon is not an ad-
vantage to business, but is an incubus upon business;
that it does not lower taxes, but that it increases
taxes; that alcohol is not a health and life giving
drink, but that it is the great destroyer of health; that
the saloon does not foster good government, but that
it destroys government. In the strain and the stress

of every day life men have not had time to investigate
the saloon question on its merits. And, too, they have
been prejudiced against the whole anti-saloon move-
ment by many of us who are heartily opposed to the
saloon. While it is true that the saloon question is a
great moral question, and it should be opposed on that
ground, yet in addition it is a great business question.
It affects life intimately in all its activities. We must
be able to sit down and convince the lukewarm that
there is no economic value in the saloon, and to do this
we must have facts. We must have the facts as they
bear upon the liquor traffic from every angle. It is
not enough to show that taxes in a saloonless town
are less than in a saloon town. We must know why
they are less. We must be able to answer the ques-
tion whether the lower tax is due to fewer public im-
provements or not. We must be able to show whether
the towns compared are alike in other respects. For


