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Dry Forces Make Gains in
Tuesday's Election

(Continued from page seven.)

was the re-election of Mayor Bennett, of Rockford.
Rockford is the largest dry city in the state, and under
Mayor Bennett’s administration has been dry in fact as
well as dry in name. It became anti-saloon territory
a year ago. Mayor Bennett served the first year of his
term with Rockford a license city, and by the same
policy of fair, impartial enforcement of laws and ordi-
nances that has characterized his year’s public service
under the no-license regime came closer to making
“model saloons” law-abiding than is generally the case.
The voters, when they declared Rockford anti-saloon
territory, therefore expected the city to be a dry city
indeed, and they were not disappointed. The blind
pigger has had a most difficult time of it in the city of
Rockford. The vote of last Tuesday that re-elected
Mr. Bennett mayor clearly demonstrates the fact that
Rockford enjoys freedom from the saloon—and blind
pigs. The result was a triumph for the no-license idea
and a promise of a victory next year in the wet and
dry fight if the license advocates see fit to bring on a
contest.

Other Cities Elect Dry Mayors.

Champaign is another city to back up its law en-*

forcement policy by electing O. B. Dobbins mayor.
Mr. Dobbins received the support of the good citizens
of Champaign and the active antagonism of the boot-
leggers and their friends. Nobody doubts that the
bootlegging business will be a most precarious one in
Champaign from now on. Twin city Urbana also re-
elected her dry mayor.

Milford, Iroquois county, on the first day of April
decided by a majority of 229 to remain dry territory.
The wets in that city failed to get as many votes as
they had signers on their petition. In the city election
which followed the temperance forces elected the presi-
dent of the board and the entire dry ticket. This was
a decisive victory, as the town has been under the rule
of a wet board and a wet president for the last two
years. Milford has every reason to believe that the
law will be better enforced than heretofore.

Meredosia has enjoyed two years of no-license
under Mayor John G. Berger’s administration. The
saloon sympathizers of that city made a stubborn
fight to oust Mayor Berger, but were unsuccessful.
They did succeed in electing three wet aldermen.
However, the drys still have a majority on the board.
Sparland deserves honorable mention for electing the
entire dry ticket.

The temperance forces at Litchfield failed in the
effort to free that city from the saloon, but succeeded
in electing B. D. Davis, a dry man, for mayor.

The good citizens of Joliet scored a victory in the
election of their candidate for mayor. The saloon
question was not an issue; however, the citizens’
candidate defeated a man who had the support of the
saloon element.

Tohnston City. Effingham, Murphysboro and

Altamont, all wet cities, elected temperance men for
chief executives.

Wet Cities Become Dry.
The temperance forces captured the wet cities of

Marengo, Cherry Valley, Waltonville and Montrose.
The biggest defeat suffered by the temperance forces
was the loss of the city of Marion, however, there is
talk of a contest there, and the day may yet be saved
for that dry city. The elections throughout the state
where the wet and dry question was an issue proved
that there is a marked increase in sentiment in favor
of no saloons. With this sentiment consistently
growing and crystallizing, there is no doubt that the
liquor interests’ cries of distress that are more and
more frequently being voiced in their journals are
well- justified. The end is fast approaching for this
nefarious business throughout the nation.

Another Brewery Closes
The press this week announced the closing of the

large brewery at Marion, Indiana, valued at $325,000.
It was one of the most prosperous in the state a few
years ago. Mr. Thomas Mahaffey, the founder, said
that during the past two years when so many cities
voted dry their company’s cash loss was $30,000.
When Marion voted dry again this spring, Mr. Ma-
haffey said it was useless to try to continue longer, es-
pecially with the dry forces gaining constantly. Yet
some of the liquor interests insist that the consump-
tion of beer is on the increase.

"As Ithers See Us"
Today the small but well disciplined army of the ene-

mies of happiness and liberty and health and morality terror-
izes over public men.

He knows that he will have an organized opposition
with unlimited resources, and without a conscience to meet.

But over and beyond that duty he (the brewer) stands
in this fight as the representative of a great and noble cause.
He is placed in the forefront of the fight for the modern
enlightened idea of human life as against tlhe medieval, bar-
baric, reactionary and demoralizing view championed by
those who are sacrificing truth and honor in order to en-
compass the realization of a dreary, degrading, unwholesome
anti-social and immoral conception of life. For the anti-
drink idea is all that.—Brewers’ Review.

Vote With God
What do we need to keep the nation whole,
To guard the pillars of the state? We need
The fine audacities of honest deed;
The homely old integrities of soul;
The swift temerities that take the part
Os outcast right—the wisdom of the heart;
Brave hopes that Mammon never can detain,
Nor sully with his gMnless clutch for gain.
We need the Cromwell fire to make us feel
The common burden and the public trust
To be a thing as sacred and august
As the white vigil where the angels kneel;
We need the faith to go a path untrod,
The power to be alone and vote with God.

—Markham.
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