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County Option Fair
The friends of the saloon argue that, if a county

should vote against saloons, thereby making every city
and township dry, then the reverse ought to be true—

that if a county should fail to vote out saloons, in that
case no city or township within the county should be
allowed to Vote dry.

This is a catchy argument, yet it has no basis
either in morals or in justice.

Our supreme court has said, construing the local
option law: “No vote that can be taken, under the act,
will of itself authorize the traffic, or the issuance of
license, but municipal legislation is necessary for fix-
ing the license fee, providing for licenses and regulat-
ing the traffic.”

This means that the laws of this state have always
been fundamentally Prohibition laws, with provisions
granting license by municipal authorities as the ex-
ception.

To illustrate: The people residing in a block of a
residence district would seriously object to the estab-
lishment of a pest house in that block. But suppose
the residents of the block should not object, have the
people outside the block and within the zone of danger
no right to object?

Suppose, on the other hand, that the people out-
side were indifferent and offered no objection, should
not the people wi£hin the block nevertheless be given
the right to protect themselves?

If 75 per cent of the people in a village desired
gambling houses, should the people outside the village
have no right to suppress the evil? And to reverse
the proposition, if the people outside refused to vote to
suppress gambling, and the people inside the village
opposed gambling, should not the people of the village
have the right to suppress the evil?

The saloon is an evil. The supreme court of the
United States has declared that “more misery and
crime results from the open dramshop than from any
other source.”

The people of any area affected by that evil have a
moral right, and ought to have a legal right to sup-
press it. And if the people of a large area are indiffer-
ent and fail to vote to suppress it, then if any com-
munity within the larger unit desires to eliminate the

evil, they ought not to be prevented from so doing be-
cause the larger unit fails to join in the effort.

Our supreme court says, referring to our present
local option law: “The act confers no affirmative
authority to issue licenses for the sale of intoxicating
liquors, and does not purport to authorize such sales.”

The Colorado court, in construing a similar law,
says: “It is true that the rule does not work both
ways. * * * But it was in the discretion of the general
assembly, in the exercise of the police power, for the
protection of the health, morals and safety of the peo-
ple, and the promotion of the general welfare, to enact
the statute.”

The main point is that the saloon being an ad-
mitted evil, so declared by the courts, the larger unit
has a right to suppress it, and if it does not see fit to
do it, then the smaller unit within the larger ought not
to be deprived of that privilege.

Bryan’s Correct Reasoning.

Bryan states that county option is a Democratic
proposition. He says, “I refuse to go to the brewers
to learn either constitutional law or the principles of
the Democratic party. Do you doubt that this state
can vote on the liquor question, do you doubt that a
city can vote on the liquor question? Os course you
do not. Why cannot a county, larger than a city, but
smaller than a state, vote on the liquor question? Is it
democratic for a state to vote on it, and democratic
for a town to vote on it, but undemocratic for a count)'’
to vote on it? Who will so say? You can not find an
argument that can be made against county option from
a democratic standpoint. Either a majority of the
county or the minority will rule. And who says it is
democratic to have a minority decide what ought to
be done in a county against theprotestofthe majority?”

What has been declared by Mr. Bryan as the
principles of the Democratic party can be as truthfully
declared to be the principles of the Republican party,
together with the referendum principles of the Pro-
gressives and Socialists. County option is the most
fair proposition that has ever been presented to any
state.


