
The Senate Vice Committee
Below will be found a letter from Arthur Bur-

rage Farwell to Lieutenant Governor Barrett O’Hara,
who is chairman of the vice committee of the Illinois
senate.

As this investigation progresses it is coming more
and more in touch with the liquor traffic. The in-
formation contained in this letter is evidence that
there is a close relationship between the saloon
business and the social evil. We are very hopeful that
this committee will not neglect to fully investigatethe re-
lation of theliquortraffictothis great evil,and when they
do this we are sure they will find out that these state-

- ments given below by Mr. Farwell are the exact
truth. And not one-half of the truth is yet known by
the public as to the responsibility of the saloon to all
evil:

CHICAGO LAW AND ORDER LEAGUE

19 South LaSalle Street

Room 1305 Telephone Cent. 4585.
Chicago, April 11, 1912.

To the Honorable Investigating Committee of the
Illinois Senate for the Investigation

of the Cause of Vice
Honorable Barrett O’Harra, Chairman.

Gentlemen:
We desire to call to your attention what we believe to

be one of the chiefest, if not the chiefest, cause of the delin-
quency of girls and boys, and for the beginnings of a life of
vice by girls, viz., the dance halls where the sale of intoxi-
cating liquor is allow’ed, under what is known as the special
bar permit (or daily licenses) authorized by the city council
of the city of Chicago (See Chicago Code, 1911), Sections
1546-7 and 1548) which allows the sale of vinous and malt
liquors in such places as dance halls, from three o’clock in the
afternoon until three o’clock in the morning. The following
history of this special bar permit may interest you:

In December, 1905, a young girl by the name of Mabel
Wright, committed suicide in front of the American Dance
Hall on 31st street, and in investigating this case we were
impressed with one of the greatest sources of evil connected
with the dance hall was the sale of intoxicating liquor under
the old Section 116. We opposed the granting of these per-
mits vigorously with the result that about a year later, Mayor
Dunne promised the grand jury that he would not issue any
more of the special bar permits. (There being a very serious
question as to their legality.)

Then came the procession of what was called “The
United Societies” and the city council passed, on June 22,
1906, substantially the present bar permit ordinance. (There
have been slight changes since), turning down at that time
a much more conservative ordinance recommended by the
license committee, and there were issued during the first year,
i. e., from June 22, 1906, to June 22, 1907, 3,715 of these
special bar permits or daily licenses.

The former superintendent of the Illinois Girls’ Home,
at Geneva, Mrs. Amigh, told our president “that over 87 per
cent of those girls had confessed to her that their first down-
ward steps were taken in the dance hall.” And a minister
told our president “that he had taken one of these girls into
his home to help his wife do the work and he asked her
why she came to go to this Geneva home. She said: ‘They
gave me tickets to the dance hall.’ He asked if she drank
liquor. She said: ‘Yes.’ He asked why. She said: ‘Weil,
we wouldn’t be considered good fellows and they wouldn't
invite us again.’ ”

Boys Ensnared.

Another phase of this liquor selling in dance halls is
shown in the trial of two boys arrested for robbery commit-
ted on Sunday, May 24, 1908, and whose cases came up at the
Thirty-fifth Street Station before Judge Scovel, at 3 p. m.,

June 9, 1908. The boys were Andrew Mastandrea, nineteen
years old, living at 118 DeKoven street, and Russell O’Connor,
seventeen years old, living at 3504 Ashland avenue. A part of
O’Connor’s testimony is as follows:

“He said that they left the dance hall at 53rd street and
Ashland avenue, at about 4 o’clock, a. m., that they took a
car to 35th and Ashland avenue. When asked who gave the
dance, he said, ‘McGinty.’ ”

On June 23, 1908, the records at the city clerk’s office
show that the bar permit was issued to the McGinty Beneov-
olent Association, signed by James Hunt, president.

O’Connor also testified as follows:
When asked ;f they had anything to drink at the dance

hall, “That they drank beer there until they were full, (drunk)
that they went into Hugh Lynch’s saloon, 3457 Ashland
avenue and had beer, stayed around awhile, then they ail
went over the bridge to A. Vissemes’ saloon, 1108 West
35th, corner of Center avenue. He said his friend the bar-
keeper was not there, no one but the porter. He said that
they drank beer there and that a man came in for a pint of
beer. He said that they went back to Lynch’s saloon and
stayed there until 6:30 a. m., had more beer to drink there,
then they started again towards the bridge, that they met
four different men, and they fought with them. That when
they got on the bridge they met another man whom he iden-
tified as the plaintiff (Michael Jacobs). That they fought
with him, but that he tried to prevent them from doing so.
He said, I told them, ‘Boys, you will get pinched.’ Then they
crossed the bridge and separated. He was arrested that after-
noon.”

Edward C. Alexander, appointed by Judge Scovel to de-
fend Mastandrea, made a strong plea, “*scoring the police
for not arresting the saloonkeepers for selling liquor to min-
ors, stating that if the law had not been violated in selling
to minors, as well as violating the Sunday closing law, these
young boys would not be standing before His Honor charged
with this crime.”

Over 4,000 Special Bar Permits a Year.
To show you the extent of the issuance of these bar

permits, from May 1, 1912 to April 4, 1913, there were issued
by the city of Chicago 5,772. It is fair to assume that there
has been an average of 4,200 of these permits issued each year
in the last seven years, or a total of 29,400 of daily licenses,
and we believe also that it is fair to assume that this selling
of intoxicating liquor (under the special bar peTmit) has been
one of the chief causes in the city of Chicago for the delin-
quency of boys and girls, and that the state of Illinois, for the
next 100 years; through its Homes for the Feeble-Minded,
through its institutions for girls, at Geneva, and for boys, at
Pontiac, through the insane asylums and the penitentiaries,
will be taking care of the products of these special bar per-
mits and all-night saloons. And isn’t it about time that a
great city and a great state should provide for the protection
of its children—should provide for the prevention of wrecks,
instead of taking care of the wrecks after they have helped to
make them?

I would also call your attention to the statement by the
Hon. Win. N. Gemmill of the Court of Domestic Relations,
“that liquor is the cause of 46 per cent of the wife and child
abandonment cases which appear before the court.” “Imrnor-
rality of the husband and disease are each responsible for
12 per cent of the family troubles.”

Yours very truly,

(Signed) CHICAGO LAW AND ORDER LEAGUE.
By Arthur Burrage Farwell, President.

A Freeport newspaper is authorFy r .
ment that there is an agitation on in
the city council restrict the number _ baioons to at
least thirty-five. Freeport has a population of a little
over 17,000, and it supports forty-eight saloons.


