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The Saloon's Part in Kane Coun-
ty Triple Murder

A fourteen-year-old boy in Kane county has con-
fessed to murdering a mother and two babies, the
wife and children of his employer. After killing the
woman and children he threw their bodies into a
cistern. He succesfully concealed his crime for se\-
eral days, and has never shown the least remorse for
his deed. The boy is a paroled prisoner from the St.
Charles Boys’ Reformatory. The motive for the
crime is not entirely evident, but was probably re-
venge for some slight punishment administered by his
employer.

Criminologists have manifested great interest in
the case. Their investigation has revealed some facts
that seem to fix a large share of the responsibility for
this crime upon others than the boy. The old quota-
tion, “the sins of the father, etc.,” has been liberally
quoted. Heredity and environment have received a
good deal of attention. In light of the known facts
with reference to the boy’s history it would be mani-
festly unfair to ignore the saloon’s part in this tragedy.
In seeking explanation for this boy’s criminal tenden-
cies the saloon licensing system looms large; the sys-
tem that provides away whereby a man can procure
alcohol that damns posterity. And in condemning this
system, blame necessarily attaches to every voter who
has by his ballot helped to perpetrate it. Who can
deny that all who have had a part in licensing the sa-
loons where this boy’s father secured his liquor have
some responsibility for this crime resting upon them,
because one reason given for the boy’s weak mentality
and criminal tendencies, as pointed out by those who
are studying his case, is the fact that his father is an
inebriate. The Chicago Journal of April 21 says:

The Coppes boy was brought up in an
environment that in part explains his nature.
His lot from childhood was one of poverty,
often the most pinching kind of poverty. His
home life and surroundings were never con-
ducive to making a good and obedient boy of
him.

In the first place his father, who lives
at Plano and works in the harvester plant
there, has long been addicted to drink. Much
of his small wage of $1.75 a day went for
liquor. Herman, one of six children, natur-
ally got little care. He was always regarded
as below the normal in intelligence.

High Cost of Living
The following editorial is from the North-West

News, of Chicago, a paper published in the interest o
the citizens of that section of the city. This editorial
was prompted by the news item that appeared in the
Chicago papers relating to the recent gains madt in
dry territory throughout the state and nation. We
call especial attention to the conclusion reached by
this editor. Carrying his estimate of S3OO a day for
the four saloons a little farther, we find it amounts to
$109,300 a year, the receipts of these four saloons.
Surely the saloon business has some close relationship
to the high cost of living:

“We Have the Saloon, Anyway.”
“Whatever mean things men may say of

Chicago, none can deny us one notable dis-
tinction— Chicago has more saloons than
thirty-two states combined.” This was the
statement made by E. J.'Davis, Chicago dis-
trict superintendent of the Anti - Saloon
League.

As a result of the nation-wide municipal
elections according to a map prepared by
members of the organization, of the 2,973,890
square miles of the United States, the saloon .

is an outlaw in 2,132,746 square miles.
The report states further that of the

2,956 counties in the United States, more than
1,700 have abolished the saloon, and that there
are now nine entire states with a population
aggregating 15,000,000 where the people have
voted state-wide Prohibition.

As an example of the preponderance of
the saloon over other lines of retail merchan-
dise, we have in mind a particular instance in
which four saloons are situated at the corners
of a street intersection. These grog shops
average $75 per day in receipts, showing a
total of approximately S3OO per day. A gro-
cery store—the only one near by—occupies a
place adjoining one of the saloons, and its
receipts average $35 per day, slightly less
than one-half as much as is spent in one of
the four saloons, and about one-ninth of the
total spent for liquor in the same locality.
And yet some of these very tipplers com-
plain of the high cost of living.

Here's the Answer
The Catholic Citizen, of April 5, in the following

editorial, replies to the liquor journal’s oft-repeateci
injunction to the preachers to “preach the gospel

Applying the Lesson.
The Rev. Mr. Gordon, of Topeka, who is

campaigning against the liquor sellers, has
received letters threatening him with tar and
feathers.

One correspondent says: “It seems to
me that if you would preach Christ crucified
you would be doing more good. More real
work and less noise should be your motto.”

This disposition to circumscribe the pul-
pit within harmless precincts is often mani-
fested by men who misspell Christ and write
God with a small g. The devil himself would
not assume to supervise the pulpit; but his
imos are not so modest.

The gospel is preached. It must also be
applied. There is where the shoe pinches.
Men of evil lives are willing to let “Christ
crucified” be preached—in the abstract, but
not to the extent of pointing the application
and enforcing the lesson.

The Law is in Working Order
The Carlinville Democrat of April 23 says:
During the year 1912, the Chicago Peoria & St. Louis

R. R. arrested thirty-seven persons for drinking or being
drunk on trains or other property of the railroad. The courts
collected fines amounting to $1,261.05 from those arrested, an
average of nearly thirty-four dollars for each arrest. The
enforcement of the law is having a very wholesome effect
and the drunks are giving the C. P. & St. L. R. R. a very
wide nerth.
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