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FortyTour Per Cent of Crime
Charged to the Saloon

A press dispatch from Madison, Wisconsin, under
date of April 14, sheds some light on the saloon situa-
tion in that state. The figures as given in the news
item are from the report of the state industrial com-
mission. This commission made inquiry with respect
to the wet and dry territory in the state, the number
of saloon licenses granted by local governments, and
gave special notice to data regarding the convictions
for crime directly traceable to the use of liquor or to

violations of the liquor laws. The commission says:
“Fairly complete reports from the municipal judges,
police judges and justices of the peace indicate that
approximately 44 per cent of all convictions for crimes
in 1911 were convictions for drunkenness and for
drunkenness accompanied by disorderly conduct.” In
other words, the saloons of Wisconsin were respon-
sible for 44 per cent of the convictions for crime in
that state. But let it be distinctly understood that the

liquor interests paid the local governments for this
privilege of making criminals. The industrial com-
mission’s figures show that these local governments
received $2,150,000 from the saloonkeepers in license

fees. There were 12,036 licenses granted to retailers.
Eight thousand nine hundred twenty-two of these are
saloonkeepers, the rest are druggists and blind piggers.

Two million one hundred fifty thousand dollars in
payment for 44 per cent of the criminals! Is this a

paying proposition, looking at it purely from a finan-
cial standpoint? At any rate, it can be said that the

holders of these retail, liquor licenses haven’t lost any
money on the proposition.

Elsewhere in this paper appears a statement from
the North-West News, of Chicago, that four saloons

located on the corners of a street intersection in that
city average $75 a day in receipts. Io be con-
servative. we will cut this amount in two and say that
these Wisconsin liquor dealers receive an average of

$35 a day. This is a very conservative estimate for
the saloons of the beer-drinking state of Wisconsin.
We find by applying our arithmetic that, based on this
estimate, these retail liquor dealers receive in one
year $152,772,675 for the sale of their liquors. But
don’t forget that they give .back $2,150,000 to the local

governments and 44 Per cent the ciiminals of
the state.

The Temperance Calendar
The status of bills touching the liquor question

now before the Illinois legislature is as follows:
Senate Bill No. 194. Bv Cleary. County option

bill. In the hands of the license committee of senate.

House Bill No. 273. By George H. Wilson. Resi-
dence district bill. This bill is up for third reading.

House Bill No. 289 By Kane. Blind tiger bill.

Up for third reading.
House Bill No. 331. By Foster. A bill making a

dry zone of five miles around the United States Naval
Training School and Military Posts near Waukegan.
In hands of temperance committee.

Flouse Bill No. 405. By Lyons. An act to pre-
vent brewers and distillers from owning retail saloons
or having any interest in them. Up to third reading.

House Bill No. 107. By Kane. An act to amend
the present local option law by making it possible to
send violators to the penitentiary. Before the temper-
ance committee.

House Bill No. 431. By Hubbard. Anti-shipping
to supplement the Webb Kenyon bill passed by Con-
gress. In temperance committee.

House Bill No. 474. By Poorman. To prohibit
the sale of liquor outside of incorporated cities, villages
and towns. In the hands of the temperance committee.

House Bill No. 475. By Poorman. A bill prohibit-
ing saloons within 400 feet of a church, hospital or
school. In the hands of the temperance committee.

House Bill No. 476. By Poorman. An act giving
power to cities and villages to enforce the local option
law for two miles beyond the city and village boundary
lines. In the hands of the temperance committee.

House Bill No. 596. By Bell. A bill forbidding
the granting of license to sell intoxicating liquor for
any period of time less than three months. This bill
would forbid the granting of special bar permits in
Chicago. In the hands of the temperance committee.

House Bill No. 446. By Flagg. Anti-treating bill.
Up to third reading.

House Bill No. 132. By Huston. A bill causing a
dry zone of four miles around the State University. In
the hands of the temperance committee.

Over against these'measures the liquor interests
have had four or five bills introduced, and they have
gone to the liberal committee. One is a bill granting a
license to railroads to sell intoxicating liquor on trains.
These bills will be outlined in next week’s Issue.

If you want these temperance measures passed
you should tell your senator and representatives right
away. Write your senator asking him to use his in-
fluence to get the county option bill out of the license
committee. He can help greatly if he will do so. When
a majority of the senators ask for that bill it will be
before the senate.

Also write your representatives asking that they
work for these house bills. Any or all of these will help
the temperance work.

Temperance Day at the World
in Chicago

Friday, May 16, has been set apart as the tem-
perance day at the World in Chicago. It is intended
that on that day all the addresses by the missionaries
and others will bear on the world phase of the tem-
perance question. The missionaries will tell some-
thing of the great handicap which the alcoholic traffic
is to their work. It is intended that all temperance
organizations shall participate in the celebration of
this day.

Further details and program will be published
next week.
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