
unfair tactics of the license committee. These members are among our most loyal friends.
In every session of the assembly, bills are introduced that affect Chicago alone, and others that

affect the state only, but in order to get them enacted into law there must be a majority vote of the mem-
bers of the assembly, from the city and from the state outside of the city. The city needs the state and
the state needs the city. For the benefit of both there should be a generous reciprocity.

From the prairies of this state, the appeal has come—strong, insistent and clear, for county option.
It is the voice of the people demanding the right to vote on the saloon question. The only opposition in
this senate committee has come from those parts of the state that would in no way be affected by such
a law.

How long will the state of Illinois tolerate this injustice, and how long can she tolerate it, and keep
her self-respect?

The time has come when Chicago, Peoria and East St. Louis, the saloon centers of the state,
should quit playing the dog-in-the-manger act in this matter.

Watch how your senator votes on the Cleary resolution, which will give him a chance to save the
county option bill if he so desires.

The Equity of County Option
Urged by Prominent Chicago Men, Mostly Lawyers, from the

Pulpit - The City of Chicago Should Help the State
Secure this Legislation

Partisanship was laid aside by prominent and
active men in all parties on Sunday, April 27, in a
united demand that the legislature pass the county
option bill now before it.

The Chicago papers gave liberal space to a report
of this significant demonstration. The Chicago Trib-
une’s report is in part as follows:

LAYMEN SPEAK ON OPTION BILL

Nine Chicagoans Plead from Local Pulpits for Proposed
County “Dry” Legislation

ALL URGE CITY SUPPORT

Point Out Need of Aid Later On from Downstate
Members of Assembly

Nine Chicago laymen, most of them attorneys, occupied
as many pulpits in Chicago yesterday and urged, in behalf of
the Anti-Saloon League, that Chicago’s state senators and
representatives vote in favor of the county option bill at
Springfield, understood to have the indorsement of a con-
siderable majority of downstate legislators.

The speakers pointed warningly to the fact that Chicago
is seeking legislation calculated to give the city larger meas-
ure of home rule, and that to get support from downstate it
would best do what it can when the downstate legislators
need help for a similar purpose—the obtaining of a measure
of home rule in this important phase of local government,
license option.

Moderwell Gives Statistics.
The granting of the pulpit to the laymen was part of an

effort on the part of the League to demonstrate, through
other than clergymen, the importance of the fight being car-
ried on. C. M. Moderwell, coal operator, and Progressive
candidate for city treasurer in the recent election, speaking at
the Edgewater Presbyterian church, gave a few statistics in
support of his contention that option is a matter in which the
entire county, as the territory surrounding the principal town,
should have a voice.

“As an illustration,” he said, “in Hall township, in
Bureau county, for the year ending Feb. 1, 1908, the pauper
bill alone was $12,000. For the same year the entire county

tax paid by the people in Hall township was only SB,OOO. Hall
township therefore cost the county for one purpose alone
$4,000 more than it paid in for all purposes. Hall township
then had fifty-four saloons. The taxpayers of the other town-
ships help pay the cost of the saloons in Hall township. They
have nothing to say.

Cites Own Experience.

“I want to say just a word out of my personal experience.
Most of you know that I have had the responsibility of oper-
ating coal mines in southern Illinois. For several years the
township where our mines are located was a dry township.

“In the eighteen months that saloons have existed we
have had five or six shooting scrapes, three of which have had
fatal results, in one case the victim being the town marshal.
It is almost impossible to secure a sufficient number of men
to run the mines for two or three days after pay day. If
we could have county option this situation could be changed,
very much to the betterment of conditions all over the
county.”

Points to Saloon Evil.

“A large part of the taxes collected each year,” said
Carleton H. Pendleton at the Current Events class in Evans-
ton, “are county taxes, and this is especially true in the
country districts. So, without county option, you have a re-
sult which is, in effect, taxation without representation, be-
cause a large part of the taxes disbursed by the county, are
paid for the support of the poor and incompetent, and for the
prosecution of the criminal and delinquent classes, most of
whom are in the cities and towns. Statistics show that these
classes are largely the result of evils of the saloon in the
cities and towns.

City Has Many Needs.
“The city of Chicago is desirous of having enacted inta

laws a number of important bills, nonpartisan election of mu-
nicipal officials. Among others is the bill for the consolida-
tion of towns and park districts, the outer harbor bill, non-
partisan election of municipal officers, amendment to the
Juul law, regulation of telephone rates by the city, regulation
of gas and electric light rates, etc.

“All of these measures are of great importance to Chic-
ago and Cook county. The result is that a situation has de-
veloped which may not only defeat county option, to which

country districts are entitled if they want it, but it may also


