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FOR AN EPOCH MAKING CONVENTION]
The Headquarters committee has decided upon Columbus, Ohio

as the place and November 10-13 next as the time for the next biennial
convention of the American Anti-Saloon League,

The basis of representation has been changed so that every church
in the nation will be entitled to send a delegate.

It is expected that 20,000 delegates will be in attendance.
Memorial Hall which seats 5,000 people has been reserved for day

and night meetings and also the Chamber of Commerce Auditorium,
which seats 2,000 or more.

Half a dozen of the more centrally located churches have also been
arranged for day and night meetings.

Plans are being made for the greatest gathering by far in the history
of the reform.

Watch out for next American Issues for further particulars.

Mind Your Own Business
The Daily Express, of London, under date of

April 25, takes Secretary Bryan to task for daring to
give a dinner to diplomats without providing intoxi-
cating drink. Express says:

W. J. Bryan not only suffers for his principles and mor-
tifies his fiesh, as he has every right to do, but he insists that
others should suffer and be mortified. This would be well
enough if Mr. Bryan were a private citizen, but he is a jnin-
ister of state, his guests are the diplomats of foreign embas-
sies, and official invitations must be accepted lest refusal
involve some suspicion of international discourtesy.

Has, then, Mr. Bryan a real moral right to send round
the teetotal punch bowl and condemn his enforced guests to
iced water? May not this new form of tyranny lead to some
horrid consequence by upsetting the digestion and temper of
some old-fashioned diplomat?

Bryan deprived nobody of a drink, as there are
some 500 saloons in Washington, licensed by the gov-
ernment for the purpose of providing anybody with a
drink who had the price. If any diplomat was broke,
Bryan would doubtless have loaned him a dime if re-
quested. Do these foreign diplomats come over here
expecting to bum their free drinks off our public,
officials? Are they expected to panhandle their way?
If so, why not openly start an official dormitory for
busted diplomats with a free bar in one end and a free
lunch in the other?

When Mr. Bryan frankly told his guests why he
was not offering them stuff that is kept at the saloons
everywhere, they applauded. They did not get on
their ear about it. They were apparently relieved at
the chance of eating a real dinner with a courteous
American gentlemen and without feeling that they
were compelled to swallow a lot of alcoholic slop
which they didn’t want or run the risk of being sneer-
ed at.

When American diplomats are entertained offi-
cially in London, they eat whatever is placed before
them, even though it is abominably cooked and even
though it is not what they are accustomed to. Being
gentlemen, they do this. That is just what the British
diplomats did at the Bryan dinner, being gentlemen.

But, being a cheap boor, the editor of the Express
wants to dictate to Mr. Bryan what he shall serve his
guests and what the British ambassador in Washing-
ton shall eat and drink.

Americans resent this interference, and London
Express is invited to attend to its own business.

Tom Gilmore; Alcoholic Sage
T. M. Gilmore, professional defender of the sa-

loon and “president” of the so-called “Model License
League,” complains about Collier’s suggestions that
when a dealer’s whisky leads to crime that the dealer
be identified and his portrait published. Prof. Gil-
more says:

A murder by a man who is under the
influence of liquor is a strong argument for
temperance, but it does not excuse the mur-
derer, nor does it give him the right to shift
the burden of responsibility for his sin of in-
temperance or his crime of murder.
Yes; it IS a “strong argument for temperance,”

and it is also a strong argument against the policy of
commissioning or licensing people to promote drunk-
enness, which leads to these crimes.

The people behind Tom Gilmore make it their
business to get people in condition to commit these
very crimes. They make a profit out of these murders.
They are moral accessories.
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