
Notes from Mayor Bennett's Second
Inaugural Address

Mayor W. W. Bennett, of Rockford, in his second
inaugural speech, in which he outlined the work ac-
complished during the past two years and presented
plans for the future, said some things with reference
to the dry policy now in force in Rockford which will
be of interest to people who are curious to know how
a city of 50,000 population manages to worry along
without the saloon. The first year of Mayor Bennett’s
administration was under the license regime, and it is
doubtful if saloons anywhere in the country ever came
so close to being “model saloons” as those found in
Rockford during that period. Yet, in spite of this fact,
it will be noted by the reports made by Mayor Bennett
that during that year these “model saloons” caused
665 arrests for drunkenness. That clearly demon-
strated the fact that men can get just as drunk in the
so-called respectable barroom as in the lowest dive.
Six hundred sixty-five arrests for drunkenness the last
year of saloons as compared with ninety-three the
first year without the saloon is certainly a strong argu-
ment for no-license where sobriety and peace is de-
sired.

Rockford has prospered in a material way with
the saloons gone. The bank deposits show an in-
crease of nearly $1,000,000 for the past year. Taxes
are lower than in any city of its class in the state of
Illinois, in spite of the fact that over half a million
dollars have been expended in extending the sewerage
system and in putting in street paving. We quote
from the mayor’s address:

Wisdom of No-License Plan Demonstrated.
Some things for which I have stood in the last four years,

might now, in my judgment, be reviewed with profit. Some
there are who would eliminate the wet and dry issue from
local political consideration, save as it is presented to a vote
of the township of Rockford as prescribed by law. There is
no warrant for the assumption that a great principle that
makes for weal or woe in the home or in the body politic
should be eliminated from political discussion. The issue
will never be settled until it is settled right. There has been
an honest doubt in the minds of many good citizens whether
as large a city as Rockford could get along without the
revenue from the licensed saloon and whether the loss of
business of those who would trade elsewhere would not lose
to our merchants and to the city large sums of money. The
experience that has come to a city that has seen both sides
of this question has, I believe, demonstrated to the majority
•the wisdom of the present plan of control.

Rockford Wet or Dry.
The opposition to the policy of whether Rockford shall

be a dry city is making an issue larger than this question, in
which we are so much interested—that is, shall the law be
respected, shall there be law enforcement, shall the majority
rule,' or, shall the law be trampled upon, no enforcement, or
will we recognize the attempt upon the part of some people
to put life into the doctrine of nullification, which doctrine
was years ago buried with other errors of. the early days of
this republic?

Bank Deposits.
With prosperity abounding on every hand, bank deposits

larger by nearly a million dollars on January 1, 1913, than
they were on the corresponding date in 1912, bank clearings
greater and increasing by a larger percentage than in any
•other city in the state of Illinois, postoffice receipts more
than ever before, more cash business in our stores and places
of business, collections better, everyone at work at increased

wages, no idle houses and but few idle store rooms, with
ninety-three arrests for drunkenness where liquor was ob-tained in Rockiord from May 7, 1912 to January 1, 1913, com-
pared with 665 arrests for drunkenness from May 7, 1911 to
January 1, 1912, when saloons were licensed, and with our
tax rate this spring lower than any city in the state of Illinois
in our class, leads me to the positive conclusion that it is notonly good morals but good business that the policy of dry
territory for the township of Rockford should be maintained.lo me the proudest boast this city can make and her
greatest asset is the fact that she occupies a position in the
state in which she has no competitor—that here there isno such thing as segregated vice or a recognized red-lightdistrict that this city is demonstrating to the country. Herability not only to pay all fixed charges consequent upon
running a large municipality without the revenue from the
licensed saloon, but that it stands fully abreast of the timesin all things that are for the public good.

Engineering Department.
Completed and under construction:

Macadam, 5.4 miles $ 66,482,00
Brick pavement, 4.87 miles 210,950.00
Sewers, 8.4 miles 77,590.00

lotal $355,022.00Proposed:
Macadam, .35 miles $ 6,200.00
Sewers, 13.5 miles 137, 743-00

Total $143,94300
Oiling streets, 44.3 miles $ 25,371.00
Bridges completed and under construction, 6 22,352.00

Grand total $546,688.00
Police Department’s Reputation for Efficiency Keeps Crim-

inal Class Out of City.
The efficiency of the police department has been fully

demonstrated in the past year since the township of Rock-
ford has been declared dry territory. The city has been sin-
gulary free from crimes, and the reputation of our depart-
ment is more than a local one, so that this city is not madea stopping place by the criminal class when driven from
other towns. The petty offenses which we try in our police
court are largely the result of excessive drinking in othercities and consequent arrests upon interurban cars and ar-
rests for drunkenness on arrival here.

The Vice Committee
The senate vice committee in its investigation is find-

ing more and more that the liquor traffic is responsible
for vice conditions. We have been somewhat disappoint-
ed, however, that the testimony that has indicated this
fact has not led the committee to investigate along lines
that would specifically show the traffic in liquor to be the
real cause of vice. However, the committee has not gone
very far in any direction without coming face to face with
the brewery and distillery interests and without showing
the liquor traffic responsible for this great evil. Espec-
ially in Chicago the attempt to drive out the vice districts
has corroborated the above. Much has been done to-
wards driving vice from Chicago yet the vice evil is
living and will live as long as the saloon exists in the
city of Chicago. Specifically in the city of Springfield
the breweries have been shown by this investigation to be
responsible for vice conditions there. Get rid of the sa-
loons and we get rid of the white slave traffic. Keep the
saloons and vice continues.


