
Dissolution of Liquor Traffic Has Begun,
Extension of the Poisonous, Death-Dealing

Drug Traffic is Paralyzed
The American Contractor, a journal of national

circulation, devoted to the interests of contractors, re-
ports each week the building activities of various in-
dustries throughout the states. These reports are the
most accurate and reliable to be had on the subject.
A careful perusal of the files of this journal for the
years 1906 and 1912 and the first four months of 1913,
has been made with reference to the amount of money
spent by the breweries and distilleries and by the
churches of all denominations, in erecting new build-
ings. In considering the extensions made by brew-
eries and distilleries, new capitalization, plans for ex-
tension in architect’s hands and contracts let are in-
cluded. The value for extension in churches is for
contracts let. The figures given are for all the states
of the Union except a few of the western and southern
states. A study of these figures as given by the
American Contractor proves the contention that as the
churches prosper the liquor business declines.

One Jail Only Built in Kansas.

The files of this journal yielded another interesting
commentary on the saloon business to our compilers
while they were getting figures on the amount of
money spent in extension of breweries and distilleries
and of churches. It was discovered that out in Pro-
hibition Kansas one contract only for a county jail had
been let during the entire year of 1912. This was for
a little jail eighteen feet square and one story high,
located at Newton. The aggregate amount expended
for jails and cell houses over the country was $623,879.
No further comment is necessary on this item.

Shows Results of Work of League.
The investigation of these figures began with the

year 1906, because this was the year immediately pre-
ceding the period when the Anti-Saloon League which
is the federated churches in action against the saloon,
began to make its work felt. From 1907 up to the
present time the years of toil which preceded have
been bearing fruit. Dry territory has increased at so
rapid a rate that it is difficult to keep correct record of
it. During the last year thirty-one breweries were
forced to discontinue business. In studying these
figures bear these facts in mind.

Preaching the Gospel.

The injunction is continually given by the liquor
interests, and occasionally by some preacher whose
svmpathies are with the saloon business, for the min-
isters of God to “preach the gospel” and let the saloon
license problem alone. Just last week the Aurora
Beacon News, of this state, published a letter from
Father Linden, of that city, in which he defends the
saloon business. He said:

Last, but not least; the minister of God
should preach the word of God; he should
preach the true gospel, should be its ex-
pounder and interpreter; ha should be a
truthful representative of Christ (alter Chris-

tus) following His word: “Go and teach ye
all nations, teaching to observe all things
which I have commanded you.”

Many a minister, when he gets to the end
of the barrel with his sermons, digs down deep
into the saloon barrel for a subject of enlight-
enment. A man of God, who continually
harps on such themes ought to be a Broad-
way lecturer instead of a representative of
the church.

Real Constructive Work of the Church.

To all such as Father Linden, we especially com-
mend these figures revealed by the American Con-
tractor. They are certainly food for thought. What
stronger evidence can be produced that the church in
destroying the liquor business is doing real con-
structive work? Note that in the first four months of
1913, the church building activity was ten times
greater than that of the liquor traffic. Then glance at
the figures for 1906, and observe the relative position
of the churches, the breweries and *distilleries. It will
cheer your heart if you are one of those who desire to
see the church triumph over the saloon.
FIGURES SHOWING EXTENSION OF BREW-

ERIES, DISTILLERIES AND CHURCHES.
SUMMARY.

In 1906—Breweries and distilleries $14,578,000
Churches 5.632,731

In 1912—Breweries and distilleries 2,937,783.
Churches 14,870,506

The first four months of 1913—

Breweries and distilleries 429,500
The first four months of 1913—

Churches 4,389,986
The above church building in detail is as follows:

1906—Catholic $1,081,930
Presbyterian 1,015,278
Methodist" 989,279
Lutheran 563,609
Baptist 471,586
Miscellaneous 1,511,049

1912—Catholic $3,810,433
Methodist 2,320,244
Presbyterian 2,211,565
Lutheran 1,183,501
Baptist 1,018,000
Miscellaneous 4,226,763

The first four months of 1913—
Methodist $ 786,593
Catholic 720,739
Lutheran 594,518
Presbyterian 215,000
Miscellaneous 2,073,136

In 1906 there were seventy-three liquor establish-


