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An Attempt to Stop the Vice
Committee's Investigations

The charge lias often been made by those most
active in the work for the suppression of the social
evil that the liquor traffic is the chief ally of vice.
Dean Sumner, chairman of the Chicago Vice Com-
mission, is emphatic in such declaration. The liquor
fraternity have resented this accusation most vehem-
ently. A recent attempt to thwart the investigations
now being carried on by the Illinois Senate Vice Com-
mittee, by blackening the character of Lieutenant Gov-
ernor O’Hara, is corroborative evidence that the charge
is true. The instigator of the plot is a wholesale liquor
dealer of Springfield. He got the affidavit “not for
publication but for a bluff,” according to the testimony
of the girl from whom the affidavit was secured.

The fact is that the liquor traffic and the social
evil are so closely allied that to kill one is to kill both.
They stand or fall together. It is, therefore, the most
natural thing in the world that the saloon should fight
back when the investigations of the vice commission
begin to assume serious proportions.

Local Option League Leases Old
Saloon Site for Headquarters
One reason why the no-license idea prevails in

Rockford is that the dry forces are continually on the
job. They are permanently organized. They don’t
follow the spasmodic plan of fighting in Rockford. It
i§ a three kundred and sixty-five days in the year con-
test with them. Under the Winnebago County Local
Option League, the dry forces are ready for instant
battle.

The following is from the Rockford Republic of
May io:

After May 15 the Winnebago County Local
Option League will occupy the store at the
corner of East State and Madison streets for
its headquarters, moving from its suite of offices
in the Trust Block. From that date it will prac-
tically commence the campaign of keeping
Rockford in the anti-saloon column and the east
side headquarters will be a meeting place for
workers, a free employment bureau and butter-
milk, soft drinks and light lunches will also be
sold. Pay checks will also be cashed free of
charge.

This was the decision of the League at its
meeting last night. The new headquarters site
was formerly occupied by the Gust Blewfield sa-
loon, and is now occupied by Tom Malana’s
shooting gallery. Ward Nicholas will be in
charge of the headquarters.

Carl Swenson was elected president of
the league at the meeting held at Brown’s Busi-
ness College last night, and Mr. Nicholas was
renamed superintendent.

Joliet Saloonkeepers In Trouble
The only reason the following news item was not

published under scare headlines in the liquor journals
of the country is because the illicit stills are located in

a city honeycombed with saloons. If these stills had
been found in Rockford, for example, wouldn’t that
have been positive proof that “Prohibition don’t pro-
hibit?”

Joliet, 111., May 6.—Federal officers raided
twenty saloons here today as part of an investi-
gation of a charge that saloonkeepers were mak-
ing artificial liquors out of an extract. The
revenue officers raided the places on the charge
of illicit rectifying. The saloonkeepers involved
are liable for fines aggregating several thousand
dollars.

“Goin' Some,” Says Mr.
Westheimer

The Wholesale Liquor Dealers’ Association of
America recently held its eighteenth annual conven-
tion in Louisville, Kentucky. The Webb-Kenyon law
was severely condemned by most of the orators at
this convention. Morris F. Westheimer, chairman of
the executive committee of the National Association,
after paying his respects to this law, sums up the-
situation as follows:

New ideas of government are shooting
across the horizon like a mad dance of
meteors, and legislatures, state and national,
are grinding out laws with a rapidity that is
utterly bewildering to the merchant and
manufacturer.
The fact is that the Webb law has done some-

thing more than bewilder the liquor interests. It has-
left these “merchants and manufacturers” groggy.
President Kaltenbach, of this National Association of
Liquor Dealers, at the same meeting, emits this
whine:

Not satisfied with the Webb-Kenyon bill,
but feeling the attitude of Congress toward
this bill justified the hope of more drastic
action, a bill to amend the constitution of the
United States insuring national Prohibition
has been introduced.
The liquor interests see what everybody else is

seeing—that the national legislation recently secured
marks the beginning of the end of the liquor traffic.
In fact, they have declared this to be so.

Killing Saloons Without Bloodshed
In times before, some prophet men
Declared most solemnly, that when
Saloons were killed, there’d be a war
That would make this old planet roar! •
Those prophets, sure, were partly right:
The war’s begun—but ’tis a fight
Where gentle ballots kill the foe,
Or wound them with a righteous blow!
And for the noises of the war—-
’Tis but the liquor loons that roar!

Salem, Ohio. —C. D. H.

The liquor men know and fear the Anti-Saloon
League as they know and fear no other organization.

because the Anti-Saloon League has produced
results.
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