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NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT
If You Would Secure Legislation at this Session of the Legislature

KEEP SPRINGFIELD AT THE RECEIVER - YOU STAY AT THE TRANSMITTER

■' And continue to make your desires known to your representatives and senator concerning the temperance
measures now pending in the legislature. Keep these issues before the men whom you have sent to the
State House to represent you. Let them have no room for doubt what the desires of the people on the
county option, residence district option, the blind tiger and anti-shipping bills are.

SUCCESS DEPENDS LARGELY UPON YOU.

There was never a time in the history of this struggle in Illinois for rule by the people on the saloon
license question when so much depends on the folks back home as now. This is true because of peculiar
complications that have arisen in the legislature. Temperance measures have never had so many friends
in the legislature as are there today. Success is now a question of marshaling this vote, and this must be
done by an expression of the sentiment that prevails in these legislators’ districts. Let it be known that
temperance legislation is the paramount issue. It is one thing for a champion of this cause, on the floor
of the house or senate, to declare that the people want these laws; it is another thing for the people them-
selves to speak. Now is the time to speak. A week—two weeks—and it may be too late.

NOT MANUFACTURED SENTIMENT.

The objection will be raised by those opposed to giving the people the right to have a voice in de-
termining the saloon license question or the right to insist upon the saloon’s obedience to law wherever it
is licensed, that the direct appeal of the people to the representatives and senators represents false senti-
ment or manufactured sentiment, that it is not a tru expression, spontaneous and honest. But don’t let
this deter you from sending your appeal to the men you have representing you at Springfield. Remember
that this call will receive no response from any except those who are desirous of securing this legislation.
It is not an attempt to create sentiment. It is an urgent appeal to sentiment already existing to become
active.

THE DANGER OF DEFEAT LIES IN THE FACT THAT THE LEGISLATURE MAY FAIL TO
VOTE SOON ON THESE MEASURES.

There appears to be a disposition on the part of the legislature to defer action on temperance meas-
ures. The demand for delay of a vote on these issues does not come largely from those who desire the
enactment of this legislation.

Why do those opposing these proposed laws insist on delay? Are not these tactics they are pursuing
an acknowledgement that they fear the truth of what has just been stated namely, that the sentiment
throughout the state is ripe for these laws?

The danger of defeat lies not so much in the result of the vote that may be taken in the legislature as
in the failure of the general assembly to act in time. Here is the real danger point. If the majority of
the general assembly do not want these measures enacted, the majority can defeat them by a vote. Is
not the refusal to put them to a vote an acknowledgement of fear that they would carry, and, therefore, an


