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To Protect Residence Districts
A commission authorized by the city council of

Chicago has prepared a bill so amending the cities
and villages act as to enable the city authorities to
protect residential districts from harmful invasions.
The Chicago Daily News, of May 19, in an editorial,
makes a strong appeal for the enactment of such a
law. In introducing the subject, the News says:

Many owners of residence property in
Chicago have suffered loss because no home
neighborhood is safe from invasion by busi-
ness or manufacturing concerns that reduce
the value of the surrounding property for
residence uses. So serious is this evil that it
has produced a marked degree of instability
in values. Hard working and provident citi-
zens have invested their savings in homes or
in flat buildings only to .be deprived of profit-
able use of the investments by an invasion of
shops or manufactories that make the neigh-
borhood dwellings undesirable places of resi-
dence.
Everybody acquainted with conditions in Chicago

knows that the News is stating a fact in declaring that
citizens have suffered financial loss on account of the
invasion of their residential districts by undesirable
business and manufacturing concerns. The editorial
concludes with this appeal, which will find response
in the heart of every man who believes in a square
deal:

These powers should be granted the local
government in order that property values in
residence neighborhoods may enjoy a fair de-
gree of protection from destructive influences
ruthlessly applied by individual property
owners.
Here is legislation designed to protect the home—

the most sacred institution in America. Apparently
the principal argument for this protection is a financial
one, that the real estate values in certain districts
have depreciated on account of unpleasant surround-
ings, made unpleasant because of undesirable fac-
tories and business. What this undesirable business
is. is not specified, and the Issue hastens to take this
opportunity to remind the people that there is a bill
pending in the legislature designed to protect residence
property from the invasion of an undesirable business,
which business is definitely specified. All the argu-
ments presented by the friends of this proposed
amendment to the cities and villages act hold good
for this residence district option bill of which we
speak. No business man will have the temerity to
deny the statement that a saloon operating on a resi-
dence street does depreciate the value of the residence
property. But there is another side of this proposition
that deserves consideration. Not only does the saloon
depreciate the value of residential property, but be-
cause of the nature of the business, it lowers the moral
tone of the neighborhood as no factory could possi-
bly do.

Many a man whose home is now in the shadow of
a saloon would much prefer to live in the smoke or
stench of a factory in a saloonless neighborhood than

to being subjected to the evil influences of the saloon.
His children in their daily errands would not, at least,
be compelled to pass the open door of the saloon from
which come the ribald jests, smut songs, and through
which stagger men in various stages of drunkenness.

We believe homes should be protected as far as
possible from influences that tend to depreciate their
market value. The proposed amendment in which the
News is interested, in that it is designed to give this
protection, is commendable. Residence district option
would grant this protection from the invasion of the
saloon in residence districts, and should be enacted by
this legislature.

The Voice of the People
Oh, I hear the people calling through the day time and

the night time;
They are calling, they are crying for the coming of the

right time.
It behooves you, men and women—it behooves you to

be heeding;
For there lurks a note of menace underneath their

plaintive pleading.

Let the land usurpers listen, let the greedy-hearted
ponder

On the meaning of the murmur, rising here and swell-
ing yonder;

Swelling louder, waxing stronger, like a storm-fed
stream that courses

1hrough the valleys, down abysses, growing, gaining
with new forces.

Day by day the river widens, that great river of
opinion,

And its torrent beats and plunges at the base of
Greed’s dominion.

Though you dam it by oppression and fling golden
bridges o’er it,

Yet the day and hour advances when in fright you flee
before it. —Ella Wheeler Wilcox.

A Clear Statement of Relation
It is somewhat surprising, says the Vindicator, to

find in a daily paper published in Cincinnati so clear
and correct a statement of the relation between vice
and drink as that which appears in a recent editorial
in the Cincinnati Post. The Post says:

It is a little remarkable that in all the
crusading against vice throughout the coun-
try, more emphasis has not been put on drink
as an accessory.

The social evil, as a “business,” depends
very largely on liquor, for the reason that
few men will visit the dens when not more or
less under the influence of strong drink.
Without the excitement of betting, horse rac-
ing languishes. Without bloodshed, prize
fighting starves. Without liquor, the tender-
loin weakens and voluntarily “moves on.”
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