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Sensational News
Not for years has the cause of law and order and

decency triumphed so extensively at the polls as it
did at the April city elections this year. Many dry
cities which had been at the mercy of public officials,
out of sympathy with the no-license program, elected
men pledged to law enforcement, and by that act are
assured of being dry in fact as well as in name. Many
license cities, wearied and disgusted with open viola-
tions of license laws, elected officials pledged to re-
form. As a result, some of these cities are experienc-
ing a dry Sunday for the first time in many years, and
the local newspapers are featuring the event under
scare headlines as sensational news.

This act of the newspapers is a commentary on
the saloon business that reveals its true character.
The fact that saloonkeepers’ obedience to law (and
that by the aid of a policeman’s club) is looked upon
by the newspapers as extraordinary and unusual news,
is not a compliment to the liquor selling business.
Our exchanges continue to furnish this kind of news
from week to week. The latest to come to our notice
is from the Staunton Star-Times. It tells us that
Staunton was dry last Sunday. It says:

The iid fit tight and can openers and left handed monkey
wrenches failed to reveal a drop of “Paddys’ Eyewater” or a
glass of bevo on last Sunday, so far as we know.

Mr. Tate, the mayor, without doubt will remain firm
in his resolve to uphold the ordinances of the city and the
planks of his platform and while not seeking notoriety, he
will firmly refuse to allow saloons to open contrary to law.

So let the people howl; the majority of people have
spoken, and they have elected a man who will stand firm in
his resolve and seek to do his duty without fear or favor.

County Option
It is typical Democracy giving citizens their

holy right to vote upon subjects relating to taxation.
That question brought on our Revolutionary War.
The Tories of that time stood by King George in tax-

ing the colonies without representation. No man can
be a true Democrat and a Tory.—Fulton County Dem-
ocrat, May 14.

Kansas Thinking of the Boys
The Saturday Evening Post is inclined to be-

lieve that Prohibition prohibits even though some
liquor is clandestinely sold in prohibited territory.
In speaking of Kansas, the Post tells of a ruddy-faced,
deep-chested farmer of that state, apparently of Ger-
man descent and therefore not likely to have inherited
bigoted views on the subject, who put the situation
this way:

Yes; a man can get whisky and get drunk in Kansas if
he’s bound to. It may be true that some men who are bound
to will drink more out of a bottle than they would over a
bar. But, you see, when a man reaches the stage where he
is bound to have whisky or bust, you can’t do much for him
anyway. And if you ask that man he’ll probably tell you that
he got his whisky habit from visiting saloons of sociability.
It’s the boys we are thinking of. We believe a normal boy
isn’t very apt to get a whisky habit out of a bootlegger’s
bottle. Nine times out of ten, if he gets the habit at all it
will be by dropping into a saloon with his friends for a social

glass. So far as the hardened soak is concerned, maybe our
law is a failure; but the hardened soak is a failure too. We
don’t want to bring up a fresh crop. Out in my locality re-
submission would be defeated two to one.

Railroads Find Sobriety Pays
Not only are the railroads of the country demand-

ing total abstinence on the part of the trainmen and all
others having anything to do with the movement of
trains, but they are extending their investigations to
all employees and are preparing to insist on non-
drinking, even on construction work. They find that
it pays in dollars and cents, as is seen from the follow-
ing in the Indianapolis Star:

The latest move along temperance lines on the part of
the general managers of railroads is a campaign which is
being waged to prevent the use of liquor in construction
camps. The movement was brought about by a report pre-
pared by Dr. C. Fisher of the McArthur Construction Com-
pany, with headquarters in the East, in which he shows the
vast amount of evil which intoxication works. The booklet
distributed among railroad managers is receiving much fav-
orable comment. A striking result of this movement is a
report from a construction camp of the El Paso & South-
western. There were no saloons near the place and the use
of liquor was forbidden. About 1,200 men were employed
for twelve months. Not a man was killed and none injured.
The work was completed in half the time usually required.

Wise Labor Leaders
The wide-open city of Duluth is wide-open no

more. The reform wave has struck the town, and
wisely, is aimed at the saloons, the source of most of
the trouble and disorder. In Duluth, labor leaders are
interesting themselves in the campaign for a bettei
city and are organizing the workingmen into clubs and
are establishing club rooms to keep these men away
from saloons.

An organization composed of the plumbers, steam
fitters and electricians, all members of unions, has been
formed with the aim of placing the ban on the saloon
as a loafing place for workingmen. This organization
is known as the Mechanics’ Club, and it represents a
membership of 450. It is planned to have club rooms
where the men may meet for rest and pleasure. These
rooms will be equipped with baths, pool and billiard
tables, reading rooms and a gymnasium. One of the
officers says it is their aim to provide a loafing place
other than the saloons, which are frequented to a great
extent by men who have no other means of recreation.

Is It a Sacred Right?
The Commoner, William Jennings Bryan’s paper,

raises a question which is of supreme importance in
every part of the country. Concerning the rights and
duties of the several states, the Commoner says:

The states are intrusted with the making of laws regu-
lating marriage and divorce, the care of children, the dispo-
sition of estates and the protection of life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness. The state can even take life in the en-
forcement of its own laws—is it not to he trusted in the
matter of liquor legislation? Is the right to violate the liquor
laws of a state the only sacred rights?
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