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An Ugly Picture
Occasionally some good friend of the League in-

forms the editor of the Issue that the cartoons appear-
ing on the first page are not pretty nor decorative.
This is true. They fall as far short of decorating the
American Issue as a saloon does of decorating a street.
If anyone can picture the grog shop or the liquor
seller as things of beauty, he must be an artist of the
cubist school.

The picture appearing this week is especially un-

attractive, but this is not an apology for its appear-
ance. It is a protest against the inertia of the people
that allows such conditions to prevail as set forth by
the picture. How much more evidence must be re-
quired before the people will see the saloon to be what
it is—the chief ally of the social evil and of graft, and
the headquarters for corrupt politicians. Progress to-
wards the overthrow of the saloon is being made be-
cause more and more the people are seeing the saloon
in its true light, and yet there are so many apparently
indifferent good citizens.

Vice commissions have made investigations re-
cently in our three largest cities in the United States.
These commissions in every instance have reached the
same conclusion—that the liquor business is insepar-
ably entangled with vice. The findings of the Rocke-
feller Commission, which investigated conditions in
New York City, were made public last week. Tn citing
the chief causes for the white slavery traffic, this com-
mission specifically mentioned the liquor vendor. The
Philadelphia commission, in speaking of the drink
evil and its relation to vice, says:

It plays a part in the ruin of young girls.
It adds to the profits of the men and women
who keep resorts in which gross immoralities

are committed. It is an essential part of the
libertine entertainments given in dance halls
and notorious resorts. The saloon is an ac-
companiment to the brothel.

Drinks are served in almost all the dis-
orderly houses of the city and frequenters are
required to pay an exorbitant price for them.
Intoxicants are used as a bait in places where
girls’ reputations are ruined, and are lavishly
offered by women who try to inveigle men in-
to disorderly houses. Drink is an inseparable
part of the make-up of every institution that
is remotely connected with the established
vice business.
The conclusions reached by the Chicago vice

commission are well known to everybody. The chair-
man of that commision, Dean Sumner, branded the sa-
loon as the chief ally to vice. Lieutenant Governor
O'Hara, as chairman of the Illinois senate vice com-
mission, met his greatest obstacle to carrying on his
investigation in a wholesale liquor dealer of Spring-
field.

There is no question about it. Rev. Jenkyn
Lloyd Jones is right in his declaration when he says:
“It (the liquor question) demands attention on the
part of all those who would better society. And the
‘social worker,’ ‘settlement/ ‘center’ or other agencies
that hope to lift even a little of the woe, to lessen the
burden of poverty, or answer the cry of the disordered
home, without touching this, is a sophist, and works
on idle lines Now, a ‘decent saloon’ that obeys
all the ordinances, respects all the legal limitations,
does not pander to inebriety, but stops—to use a fav-
orite phrase of the moderate drinker—‘when a man
has had enough,’ is conceivable in the thought, but it
is hardly possible in practice. There is not business
enough within the limits of the law to sustain the
seven thousand saloons in Chicago. It is that illicit
plus which lets in the minor, establishes back door con-
nections with the brothel, and makes the saloon a
rallying place for criminals, pimps and gamblers, that
makes the business profitable. An honest, decent, law-
abiding saloon is a commercial fallacy. It cannot keep
its place in business.”

Booze Likes to Catch Them Young
Cheap whisky disguised with coloring

matter has been sold to New York children
as “cherry tonic.” 3ooze likes to catch them
young.—Chicago Daily News, May 23, 1913.

Yes, booze sees the necessity of catching them
young. Recruits must be mustered if the booze busi-
ness is to thrive. The old topers are dying off at an
alarming rate, and boys and girls are demanded, sacri-
fices to maintain this poisonous drug traffic which
pays for the privilege of debauching men and women.

But please note that the campaign to get recruits
by the “cherry tonic plan” was pulled off in New York,

a city of 10.600 saloons. If there be any virtue in the
saloon man’s argument to the effect that licensing sa-
loons kills the blind pig business in any community,
New York is a city that ought to be blind pigless.
Here is only one more striking example of how regu-
lation does not regulate.
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