
American Anti-Saloon League Officially Announces Program for
National Program for National Prohibition

Some weeks ago, the various publi-
cations of the American Anti-Saloon
League contained a two-page editor-
ial declaring in principle for a cam-

paign for an amendment to the federal
constitution, forever prohibiting the
beverage liquor traffic. This was an
utterance of the publications and re-
flected the editorial view, but it did
not necessarily commit the League to
that policy. While this is true, the
plan was known to meet with the ap-
proval of a large number of League
leaders and it was believed to repre-
sent the views of the League constitu-
ents in general.

At therecent meeting of the National
Headquarters Committee, in Wester-
ville, the plan was thoroughly can-
vassed in the full gathering. In fact,
the consideration of this question was
the principal object of the gathering.
In order to be doubly sure of the
ground, it was there decided to sub-
mit the proposal to a referendum of
the National Board of Trustees for
their approval or disapproval. The
result was that the Board concurred
in the proposal with great and almost
unexpected unanimity.

Pursuant to the action of the Board
therefore, General Superintendent
Purley A. Baker, by direction of the
headquarters committee, gives out for
publication the following official ac-
tion of both bodies:

The Headquarters Committee by
the approval of the Board of Trustees
of the Anti-Saloon League of Amer-
ica, have authorized the following
declaration as the future policy of
the organization:

The Next and Final Step.
The policy of the Anti-Saloon

League since its inception has been
to go just as fast and just as far as
public sentiment would justify. It
confines its efforts to law enforce-
ment and sentiment building where
that is the only policy public senti-
ment will sustain. It is for local
Prohibition where that policy meets
the requirements of the most advanc-
ed public demand. It always has fav-
ored the adoption of state and nation-
al Prohibition just as quickly as an
enlightened public conscience war-
rants. We believe the time is fully
ripe for the launching of a campaign
for national Prohibition—not by any
party, or parties, but by the people.
This does not mean that we are to
relax our efforts one iota for law en-
forcement, local Prohibition and Pro-
hibition by states, but it is a recog-
nition of the fact that the task begun
more than a hundred years ago
should speedily be completed.

The Character of the Traffic.
Every defense the liquor traffic has

erected has been battered down ex-
cept the defenseless appeal to greed
and appetite. It no longer has advo-
cates; it must depend for its existence
upon partizans. It is united with the
white slave traffic. The offspring of
this unholy union are robbery, brib-
ery, cruelty, debauchery and murder.
The martyred Senator Carmack but
uttered an accepted truth when he
said, “The liquor traffic would rather

die than obey law.” It is an enemy
to everything that is good in private
and public life. It is the friend of
everything that is bad. In the name
of decent civil government and for the
sake of humankind the manufacture
and sale of this despoiler of the race
should be abolished.

The Peril We Face.
The vices of the cities have been

the undoing of past empires and civ-
ilizations. It has been at the point
where the urban population outnum-
bers the rural people that wrecked
republics have gone down. There the
vices have centered and eaten out the
heart of the patriotism of the people
making them the easy victims of
every enemy. The peril of this re-
public likewise is now clearly seen to
be in her cities. There is no greater
menace to democratic institutions
than the great segregation of an ele-
ment, which gathers its ideas of pa-
triotism and citizenship from the
low grog shop and which has proved
its enmity to organized civil govern-
ment. Already some of our cities
are well-nigh submerged with this
unpatriotic element, which is manipu-
lated by the still baser element en-
gaged in the un-American drink traffic
and by the kind of politician the sa-
loon creates. The saloon stands for
the worst in political life. All who
stand for the best must be aggressive-
ly against it. If our republic is to be
saved the liquor traffic must be de-
stroyed.

What Has Been Accomplished?
More than half the counties of the

republic, multitudes of incorporated
villages and cities and nine entire
states containing upwards of forty-six
millions of people—fifty per cent of
the population—embracing above two-
thirds of the entire territorial area of
the country have outlawed the saloon.
The traffic has been driven from the
army and navy, from immigrant sta-
tions and from the national capital;
but the greatest triumph of the tem-
perance forces of the nation was the
passage of the Webb-Kenyon bill over
President Taft’s veto, not only for the
service it will render the cause of law
enforcement, but for the demonstrated
fact that Congress is responsive to
the organized, expressed will of the
people on this as on other important
moral issues.
National Prohibition How Secured.

National Prohibition can be secured
through the adoption of a constitu-
tional amendment by Congress and
ratification of the same by the neces-
sary three-fourths—thirty-six—states.
A state once having ratified the
amendment cannot rescind its action,
but a state failing in its effort to ratify
may do so at any future time.

The Opportune Time.
The time for a nation-wide move-

ment to outlaw the drink traffic is
auspicious. Organization is now es-
tablished and in operation in all parts
of the country. The forces that de-
finitely oppose the traffic are in accord
as at no time in the past. The moral,
scientific and commercial aspects of
the problem are being more intelli-
gently put before the public than
hitherto. The narrow, acrimonious
and emotional appeal is giving way to
a rational, determined conviction that
the traffic being the source of so much
evil and economic waste and the

enemy of so much good has no right-
ful place in our modern civilization.

Abraham Lincoln reluctantly con-
sented to the levying of an internal
revenue tax as a war measure only
when assured by members of his cab-
inet and leaders in Congress that it
would be repealed at the close of the
war. When the war ended and the
broken fortunes of the republic were
manifest, the liquor traffic, with that
serpent-like wisdom for which it is
noted, was the first to urge the contin-
uation of this tax knowing the force of
a bribe upon the public conscience.
From that time to the present the
chief cry against national Prohibition

.has been that the government must
have the revenue. The adoption of
the Income Tax amendment to the
federal constitution furnishes an ans-
wer to the revenue problem.

We appeal to every church, to all
organized philanthropies and to every
individual, of every race and color,
who loves his country and his kind, to
join in this crusade for a saloonless
nation. We depend for success upon
the same Leader who commanded
Moses to “speak to the Children of
Israel that they go forward.”
The Anti-Saloon League of America.

By Purley A. Baker.
General Superintendent.

By order 6f the Headquarters Com-
mittee and approved by the Board of
Trustees.

HOWARD FOR NATIONAL
PROHIBITION

Rochester, N. Y., May 12.—Clinton
N. Howard of international repute as
a fighter of toxic drink in any form
endorses the proposal for national
Prohibition of the Anti-Saloon
League.

“There is a general conviction
among the temperance workers of the
country that the time is ripe to move
for national Prohibition,” said Mr.
Howard. “There are now nine states
enjoying constitutional Prohibition
and eighteen others in which from
55 to 90 per cent of the territory is
under the Prohibition policy. This
makes twenty-seven states by which
such an amendment would be ratified,
we believe, and it would require the
approval of only nine more to secure
an amendment to the national consti-
tution to prohibit the manufacture,
sale and transportation of alcoholic
beverages.”

Hot Fight at Pierceton, Ind.
Warsaw, Ind., May n.—Washing-

ton township, in which Pierceton is lo-
cated, went wet a few days ago by
only two votes, and the Prohibitionists
are contesting four votes, which, if
thrown out by the commissioners, will
make the township dry by two votes.
There is a great deal of excitement
over the matter, and attorneys have
been engaged for the fight by both
sides.

The liquor traffic is a condemned
criminal that simply buys its freedom.


