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MINNESOTA LID CASES 808 UP
AGAIN IN COURT

Minneapolis, Minn., May 14.—A dis-
patch to the Minneapolis Journal
from Bemidji says:

Papers were served today on Judge
M. A. Spooner, attorney for the com-
plainant, citing the complaints in an
action against “Pussyfoot” Johnson
and others, tried before Judge Willard
some two years ago and generally
known as the Indian lid case, to ap-
pear before the supreme court of the
United States at Washington within
sixty days in an appeal sought to be
taken from Judge Willard’s decision.

“Pussyfoot” Johnson was the man
most feared by the saloonkeepers in
this section of the state, nearly 1,000
saloons being affected by the Indian
territory orders. His men raided sa-
loons, homes and outbuildings and
searched trunks, suitcases and grips
by the hundred, often finding nothing
but private belongings. It was then
twelve Bemidji saloonkeepers took a
stand and secured an injunction pre-
venting the government again from
interfering with their business.

Final judgment was entered in the
United States court at Minneapolis
on April 20, 19-11, granting to the com-
plainants an injunction against the
government from any more interfer-
ence with the conduct of their busi-
ness.

Under the laws of the United States
an appeal may be taken or a writ of
error sued out at any time within six
months to review such a judgment in
the circuit court of appeals, or if the
circumstances are such as to allow an
appeal directly to the supreme court
of the United States at Washington,
such an appeal may be taken at any
time within two years from the entry
of final judgment.

In this instance it seems to be the
contention of the United States attor-
ney general’s office that the questions
involved are such that an appeal may
be taken directly to the United States
supreme court, and if such contention
is correct then Judge Willard’s deci-
sion is subject to review in that court,
as two years have not yet elapsed.

It is understood that Judge Spooner,
attorney for the complainants, con-
tends that this is not a case wherein
the right of appeal directly to the su-
preme court of the United States lies,
and that the appeal, if any, should have
been taken to the United States cir-
cuit court of appeals within the time
limit of six months, which has long
since elapsed.

Before any determination of the
matter on the merits of the case is
made there must first be passed upon
the question of jurisdiction of the
court to hear the appeal, which ques-
tion will be raised under the conten-
tion that there is involved no such
question as will entitle the govern-
ment to take an appeal directly to the
supreme court of the United States.

The above is an aftermath of the
war that Chief Officer William E.
Johnson waged on the Indian whisky
dives of the northern woods two years
ago. In the contest which extended
over more than a year Johnson closed
more than400 saloons, destroying enor-
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mous quantities of liquor and spread
consternation in liquordom. On one
occasion, he closed all of the saloons
of Detroit, loaded nine car loads of
booze on a special train and sent it
back to St. Paul in the night.

At Mahnomen, after destroying 2,-
000 gallons of Indian whisky in one
day he was thrown into jail but dug
out under a writ of habeas corpus and
went to smashing up some more.

In all of these operations, he was
sustained by the United States district
court but eventually this court was
overruled by the United States circuit
court which granted the injunction
that put Johnson out of business.
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