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Webb Law Revives an
lowa Statute

The Rock Island booze manufacturers have hit a
snag in the road from their breweries to the dry towns
of lowa. The local authorities have been somewhat
lax in enforcing the provisions of the Webb law,
probably waiting for something to drop on them. It
lias dropped. It came in the form of a ruling from
the attorney general of lowa. He declared that the
new federal act revived a clause in the old lowa law
which had been knocked out by the courts as inter-
fering with interstate commerce. This clause re-
quires a certificate from the clerk of a court of record,
to be filed with shipment showing that the consignee
is entitled to receive and sell the goods. Inasmuch as
the Webb-Kenyon law prohibits interstate commerce
under given conditions, the attorney general of lowa
ruled that the clause on the lowa statutes is revived.
The Burlington road has taken notice of this de-
cision and has declined to receive shipments into
lowa unless accompanied by the required certificate.

Swedish Mission Church Pledges
Continued Support to League

The Swedish Mission Conference of Illinois, at
its annua! meeting held at Rockford, Illinois, May 15-
16, adopted the following resolutions:

Whereas, The Anti-Saloon League of Illinois is an organi-
zation instituted for the purpose of furthering the temper-
ance work within the state, and

Whereas, God in His mercy has crowned the efforts set
forth in a measure that causes our hearts to rejoice, and that
we as a Christian body feel grateful to God for the victories
that have been won, and

Whereas, We believe that by united effort and un-
bounded faith in God greater victories will be won, be it

Resolved, That we most heartly indorse the Anti-Saloon
League and the men who are pleased as servants of God and
man to lead us on to victory to abolish the liquor traffic from
our great state and nation.

New York Grand Jury Declares
Liquor and Vice Allies

Following close on the heels of the report of the
finding by the commission investigating the vice con-
ditions in New York City, comes a report from the
May New York grand jury, whose findings are in ac-
cord with those of the vice commission with reference
to the social evil and crime. According to a special
dispatch to the Chicago Tribune of May 28, in the
opinion of this grand jury, turkey trotting and alcohol
in New York have produced such evil conditions that
a law should be passed providing for the forfeiture of
liquor licenses wherever demoralizing dances are al-
lowed. The dispatch says:

In the opinion of the May grand jury,
turkey trotting and alcohol in New York
have produced such evil conditions that a
law should be passed providing for the for-

feiture of liquor licenses wherever demoral-
izing dances are allowed.

A presentment to this effect handed to
Judge Swann in general sessions today was
based on private investigations by grand jury
members and on the unusual number of cases
that have come before it of offenses against
girls traceable, the grand jury thinks, to
hotels, restaurants and dance halls where
liquor is sold and the dances that come from
the slums are the rest of the program.

Judge Swann thinks the grand jury is
right. He says that in the “tango tea” res-
taurants and in the theater, as well, there are
symptoms of decadency which this city must
fight.

Presentment Made by Jury.

The presentment of the grand jury fol-
lows :

“We, the members of the grand jury for
the May term, 1913, respectfully submit as
follows: During our present session as grand
jurors there have been presented to us sev-
eral charges of criminal offense against girls
under 18 years of age. Our investigations of
these charges have shown to us that in sev-
eral instances the downfall of these girls re-
sulted from frequenting places where dances
of an indecent nature were allowed and liquor
was sold.

Most of Prisoners Minors.

“In most of these cases which have come
before the grand jury the prisoners have been
boys ranging in age from 17 to 20. Usually
they have confessed to their offense and have
said that it was committed after several
rounds of dancing and drinks. In no case
was it charged that there was criminal con-
duct in the restaurant itself.”
This cumulative evidence which is piling up

against the liquor traffic as a result of the many in-
vestigations that are being carried on. ought to re-
ceive serious consideration at the hands of the Illinois
senate vice committee. If it is found that the low
dance halls and intoxicating liquors are the prevailing
causes for the social evil, it is manifestly unfair to
attempt to put the responsibility anywhere else.

To be explicit, if it is found that the saloon and
dance hall are bigger contributing factors to vice than
the low wage paid women and girls, this fact ought
not to influence the senate investigating committee to
take any less drastic action in providing a remedy.

The liquor men know and fear the Anti-Saloon
League as they know and fear no other organization.
That’s because the Anti-Saloon League has produced
results.

Whenever there is a riot or catastrophe in any
city the mayor shuts up the saloons. The churches
are always kept open as relief stations and hospitals.
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