
Mayor of Morris to Cure Drunkards
The newly elected mayor of the city of Morris,

Dr. W. E. Walsh, has supplemented his black list plan
to prevent drunkenness with an offer to give free treat-
ment to any Morris citizen suffering from alcoholism.
This action of Dr. Walsh is certainly commendatory,
and it is to be sincerely hoped that he will be able to
reclaim many of the human derelicts of that city. But
in the meantime, while he is administering his treat-
ment to these poor unfortunates, the twenty saloons of
Morris will continue to sell their poisonous drugs mak-
ing new victims for the doctor’s care. There are at
the present time thirty-nine residents of the city of
Morris on the black list. The saloonkeepers are pro-
hibited from selling to these on penalty of losing their
licenses. Many of these victims of alcohol have be-
come what they are within the last two years. Isn’t
it altogether likely that within the next year there will
be at least thirty-nine more to take the places of these
who have been prohibited by the mayor’s orders from
receiving intoxicants?

What a beautiful system it is!
If a man, in his business, would show as much

judgment as is here displayed by the. city of Morris,
he would be declared a fit subject for the insane
asylum.

Think of it.
Here is a city that recognizes an institution to be

the means of rendering thirty-nine of its citizens worse
than useless to the community, and yet for a consider-
ation of money, it officially grants the right to this
institution to continue its business of wrecking human
beings.

The Joliet News, in speaking of Mayor Walsh’s
offer of free treatment for alcoholism says:

One case in which this offer will likely be
tried out is that of a young man who has
scarcely reached his majority. The young
man has become a hard drinker, and is rapidly
becoming unreliable, although before he be-
came a victim to the habit he was industrious
and thrifty.
The chances are that these Morris saloonkeepers

kave been violating the law prohibiting the sale of
liquor to minors. Certain it is that they took one
young man who was thrifty and industrious and utter-
ly destroyed those traits of his character.

Here is another instance cited by the Joliet News,
which is especially commended for the consideration
of all those voters in Morris who voted to retain the
saloon license system for that city. Is it too radical
to say that all those voters who voted in favor of li-
cense must share the guilt of ruining the manhood of
this citizen referred to and of driving him upon the
financial rocks? The News says:

One of the men who has been placed on
the list never touched intoxicants until he
came to Morris a couple of years ago. But
since he acquired a taste for liquor he has
ruined his business and has squandered sev-
eral thousands of dollars, when he was re-
strained at the request of his family.
We do not believe that Morris is conspicuous for

evils resulting from the saloon business. It is a typi-

cal license city. No doubt in any other saloon city of its
size in the state, just as many sufferers from alcoholic
poisoning could be found as are found in Morris. The
same process is going on in all these cities. The sa-
loons are making the paupers and criminals, and the
community is caring for them. A clear case of “the
ambulance in the valley instead of the fence at the
top of the cliff.”

Predicts a Nation of Total
. Abstainers

The following article is from the Chicago Tribune
of May 31:

“When the American people fully realize to what extentdisease and death are caused by the use of intoxicating
liquors they will as a nation totally abstain from its use,’’
said Miss Edith M. Wills, editor of the Scientific Temper-
ance Journal of Boston, yesterday at the scientific temper-
ance exhibit at the Coliseum. She is in Chicago under the
auspices of the Scientific Temperance Federation.

Charts and models were used by Miss Wills to show the
ravages of alcohol. Each assertion she made, she declared,
was based upon the results of research work on the part of
scientists in Europe and America.

Every eight minutes an adult dies in the United Statesas a direct or indirect result of drink,” said the speaker.
"Prof. Phelps shows one death in every twenty is caused by
alcohol, or a total of 66,000 a year.

“Infant morality is largely increased by even the moder-
ate use of alcoholic drink on the part of parents. Prof.
Laitinen investigated thousands of families and gathered in-
formation from medical practitioners. He discovered that in
1,551 families where parents were total abstainers 13 per cent
of the children died under two years of age. In 1,883 fam-
ilies where parents were moderate drinkers 23 per cent ofthe children died, and in 1,461 families where parents wereimmoderate drinkers 32 per cent of the children died under
the two year limit.

Alcoholism the Cause of Defective Children.
It also is shown from numerous experiments,” con-

tinued Miss Wills, “that defective children are largely the
offspring of alcoholic parents. In Birmingham, England, of
250 mentally defective children in special schools 41.6 per
cent were found to have at least one parent alcoholic.

The Hungarian minister of education found that of thechildren using alcoholic drinks 36 per cent were careless andidle, 11 per cent dull of comprehension, and 13 per centincapable of prolonged attention. Ten per cent gave con-
fused answers between 9 and 10 o’clock in the morning,18 per cent were behind in special subjects, 30 per cent werenervous and restless, 15 per cent melancholy or abnormally
shy, 30 per cent coarse and unfeeling, 9 per cent vindictiveand given to stealing, and 18 per cent normal.”

Beer Drinking Among Children a Menace.
Beer drinking among children in America is a menace,according to Miss Wills.
“A recent survey made in poor districts of Cincinnatiby the Anti-Tuberculosis League,” she said, “showed that

74 per cent of the Russian children drank beer, 49 per cent
among the Italian children 48 per cent among the Irish chil-
dren, and 42 per cent among the Hungarian children.”

Testimony in the Roosevelt libel case was referred to byMiss Wills as showing the extent to which physicians recog-nize the evil effects of alcohol.
Physicians who attended Col. Roosevelt after he wasshot in Milwaukee last fall swear the colonel could not have

recovered from the shock of that attack has his blood been
affected by alcohol,” she declared.


