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“Compensation”
Charles Ritch Johnson, of Toledo, one of the few

who successfully wriggled out of the clutches of the
saloon, and who now would help others out of the
mire, has been writing a lot of letters to wets and
drys and other brands of social philosophers asking
their views on some plan of mutual action on the part
of the liquor traffic and those opposed to the same.
The real point that Mr. Johnson is driving at is to
induce the liquor men to quit business if they were
compensated for their loss which would follow thereby.

American Advance devotes a major part of an
issue to those letters, which are interesting and sug-
gestive.

On December 5, 1887, the United States supreme
court in the Kansas cases decided (123 U. C. Rep.
623) that:

“The power which the states unquestionably have
of prohibiting such use by individuals of their prop-
erty as shall be prejudicial to the health, the morals or
the safety of the public is not, and—consistently with
the existence and safety of organized society—cannot
be burdened with the condition that the state must
compensate such individual owners for pecuniary
losses they sustain by reason of their not being per-
mitted by a noxious use of their property to inflict
injury upon the community."

This decision of- the highest court in the nation,
rendered twenty-six years ago, has been reiterated
and strengthened from time to time since then until
it is as firmly intrenched in the law of the land as is
the legality of legislation against theft or murder.

Every dollar that has been invested in the liquor
business in America for twenty-six years has been in-
vested in the face of this decision and invested at the
risk of the investor just as a man who bets on a horse
race without recourse in case he loses.

It is unquestionably true that the drys would
gladly consent to voluntary compensation of the
liquor trade for their losses in case they would quit
if that would settle the question.

Would not another generation of dealers again

take up the business for the very purpose of being
“compensated" also?

If the deal included a Prohibition law, what
would it mean unless there was the public sentiment
behind it?

What would a nominal Prohibition law mean in
Chicago now when the people won’t even enforce or
obey a mild regulation license law?

The millennium is not likely to come by agree-
ment.

Again: It takes two to make a bargain. The
liquor men have expressed no desire to sell, and it is
not likely that they will.

While the suggestion is interesting, it is still
purely a moot question suitable for debating clubs,
like such propositions as “which is the mightier, the
pen or the sword?”

Civic Righteousness in Ancient Athens
The youth of Ancient Athens, on reaching man-

hood, took the following solemn oath:
We will never bring disgrace to this, our city, by any

act of dishonesty or cowardice, nor never desert our suffering
comrades in the ranks; we will fight for the ideals and sacred
things of the city both alone and with many: WE WILL
REVERE AND OBEY THE CITY’S LAWS AND DO
OUR BEST TO INCITE A LIKE RESPECT AND REV-
ERENCE IN THOSE ABOVE US WHO ARE PRONE
TO ANNUL OR SET THEM AT NAUGHT; we will strive
unceasingly to quicken the public’s sense of civic duty; thus,
in all these ways we will transmit this city not only, not less,
but greater, better and more beautiful than it was transmitted
to us.

These heathen lads did not swear to stick to the
ticket, to root for the boss, to defend the saloon, to
apologize for the red-light system, to wink at gam-
bling, to help out a crooked franchise for a price, or
to graft off the public treasury.

No. These ancients did not swear to anything of
the sort. Their oath was to uphold righteousness in
public life.

Can any Christian nation do less than did these
heathen of 2,000 years ago?

; Greatest Anti-Saloon Rally the World Has Ever Seen |
Jubilee Anniversary of the American Anti-Saloon League
Twenty Thousand Delegates Expected to Be Present

Among the scores of star speakers will be Hon. Clinton N. Howard, of Rochester, New York.
’ Mr. Howard was temporary chairman of the late National Prohibition Convention at Atlantic City, I
| New Jersey. I

Also Daniel A. Poling, late Prohibition party nominee for governor of Ohio, now superintendent |
oi the Department of Christian Citizenship of the United Society of Christian Endeavor.

Special trains will be run to accommodate the crowds. The principal public buildings have been S
> reserved to accommodate the big meetings. |
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