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A Victorious Day at Springfield
June 4 the temperance and liquor forces clashed

in the lower house at Springfield. Six bills were
voted upon, two of them were introduced by the
liquor lieutenants and four of them by the dry leaders.

The first vote was on the residence district bill,
which was passed by a vote of seventy-seven to
sixty-nine. The second vote was on the repealer,
which bill was defeated by the decisive vote of eighty-
three to fifty-five; the third was on the University of
Illinois bill, which was passed by a vote of ninety to
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Hon. George H. Wilson.

fifty-two. The fourth was Gorman’s bill for licens-
ing the sale of liquor on buffet and dining cars. This
was defeated by a vote of ninety-two to fifty-one.
The anti-shipping bill was then taken up and defeated
by a vote of sixty-nine to seventy-three. The last
vote was the county option bill, which was defeated
by a vote of sixty-five to seventy-seven. There were,

however, about seventy votes for county option in
the house. When the residence district bill barely
passed it became evident that the county option bill
would not pass this session. In every way the vote
is increased over two years ago. One more as-
sembly should cross the goal for county option.

Hon. George H. Wilson, of Quincy, was the floor
leader for the drys, and he did himself great honor and
represented his district with great credit. Mr. Wilson
was at his best, having given much time during the
session to the necessary preparation for this day. He
is chairman of the temperance committee, one of the
largest committees in the house. A very impressive
scene was the one with Mr. Wilson standing in the

center aisle, at the same time to the right of him stood
Lee O’Neil Browne, to his left the tried and true
liquor warrior, Representative Shurtleff, and ahead of
him Representative Stedman, one of the ablest men of
the house, all firing questions at Mr. Wilson at the
same time. These questions were answered clearly
and fairly. One of the strong characteristics of Mr.
Wilson as floor leader is the fact that he is honest and
fair. When the liquor, men ask him a question, he
answers it and answers it truthfully. If that truthful
answer imperils the passage of the bill, they get the
truth anyway.

One of the saloonkeepers in the house arose in his
seat and said to Mr. Wilson, “Isn’t it a fact, Mr.
Wilson, that you are so dry you are dusty?” Mr.
Wilson replied. “Yes, I guess I am,” and went on with
his argument. He kept complete control of himself
during the entire day.

The drys throughout the entire state of Illinois
owe much to the leadership of such a man as George
H. Wilson. The time is not far distant when the
forces against evil must give their efforts to the elec-
tion of men who will not merely vote right but who
will work as Mr. Wilson and some other friends have
worked in the legislature. It is not enough that a
man merely answers to the roll call after all the diffi-
culties of the legislature have been gone through to
get a roll call. We must have men that will work as
well as vote.

The following tribute of appreciation given by
Dr. M. P. Boynton, who witnessed the contest of the
day, shows how Mr. Wilson’s work impressed others:

“The work of Hon. George H. Wilson, of Quincy,
in marshaling and commanding the temperance forces
in the Illinois legislature is masterly. While he com-
bines the elements of a successful politician of the
best type he has a remarkable, friendly, sweet way of
getting on with all classes in the legislature. This
was no more vividly illustrated than when standing-
in the center leading the fight on Wednesday of last
week he was bombarded by the leaders of the opposi-
tion and met every thrust with the utmost good tem-
per and answered every question with a quickness
that showed a remarkable acquaintance with the en-
tire history of temperance legislation. At no time did
he lose control of himself. In this self-mastery he
good-naturedly and sternly led on our forces to an-
other remarkable victory. No man in the Illinois
legislature enjoys more universal experience and
greater confidence than George H. Wilson.”

Booze at School Picnic
Notwithstanding the protest of the Bellevue Ministers’

Association the board of education has awarded a contract
for the operation of a bar at the public school picnic May 20.
The selling of intoxicating beverages at the picnic has been
an established institution. Although ministers frequently
have denounced the custom from the pulpit, not until this
year did their organization go on record against it. A reso-
lution denouncing the custom was passed several days ago.
The board explained that it could take no action on the pro-
test this year because the matter had been brought up too
late. The privilege already had been granted.—Champion of
Fair Play.
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