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Bible Authority for the Booze
Business

The apostles of booze are making strong claims
these days for Bible authority for the perpetuation of
the saloon business. This week’s Champion of Fair
Play runs a big screamer clear across the top of the
first page announcing, “GOD DECLARES FOR
PERSONAL LIBERTY,” and quotes as authority
Deut. 14:26.

The following letter appeared in the Chicago
Tribune in the column, “A Voice from the People:”

The Bible on Liquor.
Louisville, Ky., May 26.—(Editor of The Tribune.) —In

your paper I see that the Rev. M. P. Boynton made the
following statement from the pulpit of the Lexington Ave-
nue Baptist church:

“Nobody today makes any defense of the liquor business
on moral grounds.”

Such a statement is surprising in view of the fact that a
minister should know that many ministers are opposed to
Prohibition and that the Bible is their authority for such
opposition.

The ministers who oppose Prohibition on moral grounds
contend that the use of alcoholic beverages is commended
and commanded in the Bible, and they say that the Bible
must be the Christian’s moral guide.

There is ample Biblical authority (Deut., xiv., 26) for the
purchase of “wine and strong drink” and, of course, for the
sale of these beverages. It may be objected that this was
under the old dispensation, but the New Testament tells us
that Jesus manufactured his glory by turning water into good
wine, this being his first miracle. One must reject the Bible
or believe that the temperate use of alcoholic beverages is
moral. If one rejects the Bible, why should he preach from
it?—George G. Brown, Vice President National Model Li-
cense Bureau.

To which B. L. T., who conducts the Tribune’s
famous “Line o’ Type or Two” column, replies:

When you rely on a man to do a certain
work, and he gets roaring drunk and messes up
the machinery of your business, it is a great
consolation to know (as the v. p. of the National
Model License Bureau points out) that “there
is ample biblical authority for the purchase of
wine and strong drink.”

Again, when a large family is plunged into
poverty and misery by a drink-besotted husband
and father, it is a great help to be reminded (by
the v. p. of the National Model License bureau)
that Jesus turned water into wine.

And while he is at it he concedes Montana’s
claim for distinction as follows:

Montana does enjoy the proud distinction
of being the wettest state in the union.. And
why not?—Butte National Forum.

We have no objection. We don’t have to
live in Montana.

The Champion of Fair Play on
Roosevelt's Libel Suit

The Champion of Fair Play is evidently saddened
and chagrined that ex-President Roosevelt should
take offense at being accused of drinking to excess.
Certain it is that the Champion recognizes the fact
that the suit didn’t boost the business which it repre-
sents. It says:

The very ill-advised libel suit that Teddy Roosevelt is

waging agaiust Editor George A. Newett, of the Iron Age*
published at Ishpeming, Mich, proves the truthfulness of the
old Latin adage, “Those whom the gods wish to destroy they
first make mad.”

During the recent presidential campaign, an article ap-
peared in the Iron Age to the effect that Roosevelt was a
drinking ma>, and, sometimes, like the best of us, drank to
excess. If this was not true, at least, it was the general
consensus of opinion that Teddy was not a “prude” but the
general consensus of opinion seems to have been wrong, for,
in the present libel suit, at which the whole world is laughing
Teddy has sworn to the following facts:

“I fcave never in my life been drunk—in the slightest
degree under the influence of liquor.”

All of which is exceedingly interesting and may call
forth the following telegrams:

Mr. Roosevelt, the grand old father of his country dis-
tilled and drank whisky, and believe me, it was very good.
George Washington.

Say, Ted, if you have never been good and properly
“soused” you don’t know the full enjoyment of life.—Thomas
Jefferson.

Ted, my boy, I kept a saloon and sold booze and believe
me, I am not ashamed of it—Abraham Lincoln.

Liquor Journal Says Saloons
Need Watching

Genoa, Illinois, has something new in the way of a law
regulating the liquor traffic. They have a license law which
contains a regulation requiring the saloon to be closed be-
tween certain hours. In order to secure the obedience of this
law, it is required that a city watchman lock up and open
the saloons at the times designated in the law. He is theonly one who has the keys to the respective saloons, and no
one, not even the proprietor, can get in the saloon from the
time the watchman closes until he unlocks it in the morning.

This regulation makes the enforcement of the law effect-ive, and likewise economical, for it does not require a lot of
policmen going about watching the saloons.’ For another
thing it would be a wise regulation, and that is it wouldremove a certain suspicion that hangs over saloons respect-
ing their closing, and at the same time do away with so
much bickering in the police courts.

If it is true that honest confession is good for the
soul, then the editor of the Champion must feel better
after that wheeze.

In the interest of economy, is it?
Does away with the necessity of a lot of police-

men on duty to see that the safonkeeper obeys the*
law, does it?

The saloon is a law-defying institution. It is a
source of expense, but we never expected so frank an
acknowledgement from a journal which so persistent-
ly declares that the saloon business is a respectable
business and a revenue producer for the people.

By the way, the people will get the key of the
saloons in this state before long, and then you can
look for real economy and less “court bickerings.”

The brewer is to the retailers a great deal like
Simon Legree was to Uncle Tom.

If your good neighbor isn’t receiving the Ameri
can Issue regularly, see that he gets it.

By saving the boys and girls of today we are sav-
ing the men and women of tomorrow.
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