
The Next and Final Step
By PURLEY A. BAKER, D. D.,

General Superintendent of the Anti-Saloon League of America
(Note. This declaration was originally prepared by Dr. Baker, revised and approved by the Headquarters Committee of the Amer-ican Antt-Saloen League and then submitted by referendum to the trustees of that organization. Two-
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t tor4a of that body has already ratified the declaration.)

The policy of the Anti-Saloon League ever since its
inception has been to go just as fast and just as far as public
sentiment would justify. It confines its efforts to law enforce-
ment and sentiment building where that is the only policy
public sentiment will sustain. It is for local Prohibition
where that policy meets the requirements of the most ad-
vanced public demand. It always has favored the adoption
of state and national Prohibition just as quickly as an enlight-
ened public conscience warrants. We believe the time is fully
ripe for the launching of a campaign for national Prohibi-
tion—not by any party, or parties—but by the people. This
does not mean that we are to relax our efforts one iota for
law enforcement, local Prohibition and Prohibition by states,
but it is a recognition of the
fact that the task begun more
than a hundred years ago
should speedily be completed.

Every defense the liquor
traffic has erected has been
battered down except the de-
fenseless appeal to greed and
appetite. It no longer has
advocates; it must depend
for its existence upon parti-
sans. It is united with the
white slave traffic. The off-
spring of this unholy union
are robbery, bribery, cruelty,
debauchery and murder. The
martyred Senator Carmack
but uttered an accepted truth
when he said, “The liquor
traffic would rather die than
obey law.” It is an enemy
to everything that is good in
private and public life. It is
the friend of everything that
is bad. In the name of decent
civil government and for the
sake of humankind, the man-
ufacture and sale of this de-
spoiler of the race should be
abolished.

The vices of the cities
have been the undoing of past
empires and civilizations. It
has been at the point where
the urban population out-
numbers the rural people that
wrecked republics have gone
down. There the vices have
centered and eaten out the
heart of the patriotism of the people, making them the easy
victims of every enemy. The peril of this republic likewise
is now clearly seen to be in her cities. There is no greater
menace to democratic institutions than the great segregation
of an element which gathers its ideas of patriotism and citi-
zenship from the low grog shop, and which has proved its
enmity to organized civil government. Already some of our
cities are well-nigh submerged with this unpatriotic element,
which is manipulated by the still baser element engaged in
the un-American drink traffic and by the kind of politician
the saloon creates. The saloon stands for the worst in polit-
ical life. All who stand for the best must be aggressively
against it. If our republic is to be saved, the liquor traffic
must be destroyed.

More than half tlfe counties of the republic, multitudes
of incorporated villages and cities, and nine entire states con-
taining upwards of forty-six millions of people—so per cent
of the population—embracing above two-thirds of the entire

territorial area of the country, have outlawed the saleoa.
The traffic has been driven from the army and navy, from
immigrant stations and from the national capitol; but the
greatest triumph of the temperance forces of the nation was
the passage of the Webb-Kenyon bill over President Taft’s
veto, not only for the service it will render the cause of law
enforcement, but for the demonstrated fact that Congress fs
responsive to the organized, expressed will of the people on
this as on other important moral issues.

National Prohibition can be secured through the adop-
tion of a constitutional amendment by Congress and ratifi-
cation of the same by the necessary three-fourths—thirty-six
—states. A state once having ratified the amendment cannot

rescind its action, but a state
failing in its effort to ratify
may do so at any future time.

The time for a nation-
wide movement to outlaw
the drink traffic is auspicious.
Organization is now estab-
lished and in operation in all
parts of the country. The
forces that definitely oppose
the traffic are in accord as at
no time in the past. The
moral, scientific and com-
mercial aspects of the prob-
lem are being more intelli-
gently put before the public
than hitherto. The narrow,
acrimonious and emotional
appeal is giving way to a
rational, determined convic-
tion that the traffic being the
source of so much evil and
economic waste and the ene-
my of so much good, has no
rightful place in our modern
civilization.

Abraham Lincoln reluct-
antly consented to the levy-
ing of an internal revenue
tax as a war measure only
when assured by members of
his cabinet and leaders in
Congress that it would be
repealed at the close of the
war. When the war ended
and the broken fortunes of
the republic were manifest,
the liquor traffic, with that
serpent-like wisdom forwhich

it is noted, was the first to urge the continuation of this tax,
knowing the force of a bribe upon the public conscience.
From that time to the present the chief cry against national
Prohibition has been that the government must have the
revenue. The adoption of the income tax amendment to the
federal constitution furnishes an answer to the revenue
problem.

We appeal to every church, to all organized philan-
thropies and to every individual of every race and color, who
loves his country and his kind, to join in this crusade for a
saloonless nation. We depend for success upon the same
Leader who commanded Moses to “speak to the Children
of Israel that they go forward.”

When Prohibition has become a part of the constitution
the people will wonder why it wasn’t adopted a century
before.
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