
Annual Report of the State Superintendent
of the Anti-Saloon League of Illinois

Made to the Board of Directors, June 3
April 30, 1913, has closed another year of work for the

Illinois Anti-Saloon League, and has brought the state and
nation one year nearer to the glad day when there shall be
no saloons. The year has probably been one that has asked
as complete a consecration on the part of the leaders in this
movement as any in the many hard years of the struggle.
For the health of the force in view of this fact, we are pro-
foundly grateful. We would therefore not forget to express
in the beginning of this report, our gratitude to the One who
sits enthroned above the clouds and watches the battle, di-
recting the forces in such away that their steps lead on to
victory.

Four things arc before us in the year’s report:
First—The League’s Personnel.
Second —The League’s Policies.
Third—The League’s Program.
Fourth—The League’s Prospects.

THE PERSONNEL.
The field force has seen more than usual changes during

the last twelve months. The first of these came with the
resignation of State Superintendent Ernest A. Scrogin, tak-
ing effect on September 1, 1912. He left this position to go
into business after more than six years of as devoted work
as has ever been given to Anti-Saloon League work by any-
one, either in Illinois or any other state in the Union. The
loss of this aggressive, efficient and experienced leader has
been one of the most severe tests that has come to the League
in Illinois. The loyalty of the friends of the movment, the
faithfulness of the headquarters committee and the freely
given counsel of the retiring superintendent, acting in a sub-
ordinate capacity as legislative superintendent through the
fall campaign, are the influences that have contributed most
largely in taking care of this emergency. The first of Octo-
ber, A. H. Harnly left the superintendency of the Northern
district to return to lecture and Chautauqua work. The first
of January, S. R. Boyd retired from the position of assistant
legislative superintendent which he had so successfully filled,
to enter business. The first of February, J. W. Perry, super-
intendent of the Southern district retired from the League
to go into business in Chicago. Fie had spent four years as
assistant superintendent of the Springfield district and nearly
two years of efficient work as superintendent of the Southern
district. He had accomplished the purpose for which he
went into the Southern district, to establish an office that
would look after the work of the district in a businesslike
way. Also, the first of February, D. L. Mcßride, assistant
superintendent of the Springfield district, retired from League
work and returned to Pennsylvania after one’s year’s work in
that capacity. On the first of May, C. A. Rosander gave up
the superintendency of the Swedish department of the state
of Illinois to take up the pastorate of an important Swedish
Lutheran church, at Kewanee. A fact worthy of note is
that every one of these men left the League with the kindli-
est feeling toward the movement and with unbounded loyalty
to the League and its methods. They are all firm believers
in the League principles and purposes, and are found today
fighting the fight in the capacity of laymen with a zeal like
unto that they showed as leaders in the employment of the
League. There is not a single exception to this. In most
cases they left the service because of business opportunities
which in justice to those depending upon them, they could not
overlook. In some cases there was a realization that their
physical strength would not much longer stand the strain at
the forefront of the battle. To each of these on behalf of the
field force of the Anti-Saloon League we extend our best
wishes. The general public sometimes fails to appreciate the
faithful services and sacrifices of public servants in reform
movements, but those of us who have taken up the task laid
down by these, shall not fail to fully appreciate the service
the} have rendered to the cause.

Changes in District Offices.
Into the places of these workers others have come. W.

J. Moore, wr ho was assistant superintendent of the Southern
dis'trict, has become superintendent of that district. He filled
the position of assistant well. He has also efficiently served
as acting superintendent and we bespeak for him the co-
operation of all our friends of Southern Illinois as superin-
tendent of that important district.

S. H. Wirsching, who has done such efficient work as
superintendent of the Western district during the last five
years, has been made superintendent of the Northern district
with headquarters at Chicago. W. Earl Ballew, who for some
years has acted as assistant superintendent of the Western
district, has taken his place as acting superintendent of that
district. Mr. Ballew has proven his right to advancement
in League work by his faithful and efficient work within that
district.

Attorney James H. Danskin, who has been working as
field worker and organizer, has been acting superintendent
of the Springfield district and assisting in legislative work
since the first of February.

The problem of taking care of the Swedish department
is now being carefully considered by the headquarters com-
mittee and the state superintendent.

The present state superintendent served as acting super-
intendent from the first of September until the semi-annual
board meeting in December, at which time he was chosen to
the superintendency and has served in that capacity until the
present time. And just here we would not express our feel-
ings as to this position if we did not ask the board to make
sure that when it is the opinion of the board that another
can be secured to fill this position better, or as well, we feel ir
is your duty to do so, and we stand ready to release willingly
the obligations at any time to another.

Aside from these, the following persons have acted as
field workers and as speakers in the Sabbath services: E. W.
Ward, of Aurora, has done organization work and general
field work, mostly under the direction of the law enforcement
department. His work has been very successful. Charles
Fitz Henry, of Peoria, is now working for the League as field
worker. Mrs. W. H. Keough has given her time during the
year to different kinds of League work, using the stereopticon
very successfully in lecture work. Mr. J. F. Cunneen, who
should be kept busy all the time in general campaign work,
has spent some time in campaign work not only in Illinois
but in other states as well. J. Manley Phelps, J. H. Harnly,
A. J. Scrogin, E. B. Rogers, G. D. Childs, A. H. Harnly, D. I.
Rousch, and" others have spoken for the League on Sabbath
throughout the year.

THE LEAGUE’S POLICIES.

The policies as outlined and executed so successfully in
the administration of Superintendents Anderson, Shields and
Scrogin, have been followed as closely as possible throughout
the year. The movement is nonpartisan, rather omnipartisan
and the year that has just come to a close has probably been
as difficult a one to satisfy our friends that we are to stand
by these principles as any that has confronted the League.
The purpose of the League has always been to show a loyalty
to those who have faithful records. This principle of the
League has been tested more severely this year than ever
before, but we believe that after the year is over, most of our
friends agree with us that we did the wise thing in standing
by those who had been faithful to the cause even though it
meant the refusing the requests of some of our best friends.
Nothing would please the liquor people more than to have the
Anti-Saloon League leave those who voted for us out in the
open field without protection. After one goes through the
strenuous work of a legislature, he comes to appreciate more
fully than is otherwise possible, wffiy the League must stand


