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by those who stand for its principles and must defeat those
who betrays those principles. The very life of the movement
depends upon this fundamental principle. The policies of the
year have like those of previous years emphasized the ne-
cessity of close organization. It is organization that is win-
ning. The work of the year has been constructive, founda-
tion building in part. An organization has been builded up
during the last two years that consists of about 15,000 com-
mitteemen touching every county and community in the
down-state, organizing as far as possible the blocks and
wards and legislative districts within the bounds of the
county of Cook. Through this method we will win.

THE YEAR’S PROGRAM.

The fall campaign was an unprecedented one. Ihe com-
ing into the field of a new party endangered the successful
work of the primary. In the report of your superintendent
made a year ago he told you “That the results of the primary
brought the League within striking distance of county op-
tion.” He said, “The only probable contest will be in the
house of representatives and we are so near the goal in that
body that it is perfectly possible during the campaign of the
next four months, to make sure of a majority in the house
of representatives.” This prophecy did not include the un-
expected and unprecedented political situation of the year.
But notwithstanding that unusual condition, the League came
through the election with many victories. Many of our can-
didates were defeated because of the division of the vote,
but to the credit of those of the new party, it can be said
that a large majority of her membership are standing faith-
fully by the Anti-Saloon League program in the present leg-
islature. Only a few of the twenty-six members of that
party will fail to vote for county option. Many of these men
who received little or no support from our organization, are
standing faithfully by their convictions and are among our
best workers in the present legislature. To each of these
we promise the same loyal support we have always given to
those whose records have been good. In the future as in
the past, we will try to stand loyally by all who have good
records in the legislature regardless of the party affiliation.

The Fight in the Legislature.
The fall election over, the fight for the legislature began,

and the interests of the Anti-Saloon League have been
guarded closely at every step. The present legislature has
been one of the most complex in the history of the state.
Consequently it has been one of the most difficult in which to
secure legislation. The first three weeks of the assembly was
taken up with the deadlock on the speakership. That was
followed by six weeks work in electing two United States
senators. A large part of the rest of the time has been taken
up and will be taken up in making appropriations. The Anti-
Saloon League has not lost a single moment in pushing
aggressively, her measures. The prediction of your super-
intendent a year ago was a conservative one we believe, had
conditions been normal. But notwithstanding the unusual
situation, the present legislature is more closely divided as to
county option, much more so than ever before, and it is being
conceded on every hand that either in this assembly or in
the very near future the state of Illinois will give to the peo-
ple of the county the right to rule on this question. What
will be the outcome of the present legislature we are not able
to state. The prospects are brighter today than at any time
within the year.

The League’s Finances.

The program of the year has included as the program
of every year must include, the financial work of the League.
Under the administration of Superintendent Scrogin, the
system of personal solicitation work was put into operation
more aggressively than ever before. This system is being
used and at the same time guarded lest it might be abused.
There has been no time when the method of taking sub-
scriptions in church services alone would meet the financial
obligations of the League necessary to make a worthy cam-
paign and keep an adequate field force in the state. It be-
comes absolutely necessary then by personal solicitation, that
this fund be supplemented. This has been done and as a

result the indebtedness of the League has been reduced in
spite of the tremendous campaigns of the year, from about
$12,000 to $5,000 as the treasurer’s report will show. About
$3,000 of this is standing indebtedness, the other being cur-
rent obligations. It is the ambition of the League workers

•to soon meet.every financial obligation, that the track may be
cleared for more aggressive campaigns in the future. Per-
sonal solicitation is made a part of the League work of every
member of the field force. The great draw back in this work
is the fact that people do not give financial support to it in
the proportion it deserves. Too many look upon the move-
ment as consisting merely of the secretary and one or two
offices in the state and fail to realize that it is a campaign
movement that must reach the last voter. Too many give to
it in this same limited proportion. There are single churches
in Illinois that receive many times more support than the
entire state work of the Anti-Saloon League. The cause must
have more careful consideration on the part of those anxious
to get rid of the saloon.

THE LEAGUE’S PROSPECTS.
We are glad to have reached the time when the larger

movement is about to be launched in the nation looking
toward an amendment to the constitution of the United
States prohibiting the manufacture or sale of intoxicating
liquors. One new thing about it is that the opportune time
has come to draw the battle line from the humble cottage
where the little child is taught the prayer, “Now I lay me
down to sleep” and taught as well from the lips of the same
mother to abstain from drink, to the halls of Congress where
constitutions are framed and submitted to the people for
ratification, but not weakening or discounting in any manner
the state and local campaigns now under way. The Jubilee
National Convention to be held in Columbus, Ohio, next
November will launch this movement in a formal way. The
organizations of the country having reached every community
the drilled army are ready for the command of “On to Wash-
ington.” The liquor people realize the dangers to them of the
onward march of the anti-saloon forces and because of that
appreciation are fighting every step of the way as hard as
they know how. This invites the larger movement at the
present time.

National Legislation.

The passage of the Webb-Kenyon bill gives heart to the
movement and promises we believe the saloonless nation
within the.next few years. A most signal victory of the year
has been the passage of this bill over President Taft’s veto.
The victory in the state of West Virginia, voting that state
dry with such a tremendous majority has taught efifectively
the power of close organization and more extensive campaigns
of literature and education, and puts up to a number of states
that are just as dry as West Virginia was at the beginning
of that campaign, the task of securing .state-wide Prohibition.
The brewers and distillers are disturbed as never before
and will not put their money into expensive buildings and
plants as they are finding it difficult enough to take care of
the present investments. The following statement prepared
by the Chicago department of the Anti-Saloon League under
the efficient superintendency of Mr. E. J. Davis, ably assisted
by E. F. Collier, compiled from building reports published by
The American Contractor covering the states of the Union
excepting only a few of the West and Southern states, reveals
the situation. In the tables the liquor items include new
capitalization, plans for extension in architects’ hands, and
contracts let. The value of the extensions in churches is for
contracts let. In 1906 the money expended for breweries
and distilleries was $14,578,000 and for churches $5,663,731.
In 1912 for breweries and distilleries, $2,937,783, churches
$14,870,506. And in the first four months of the year 1913
the money expended for church extension is ten times greater
than that expended for breweries and distilleries. This
marks a change in the right direction and proves conclusively
that this work of the militant church should be given a larger
place in the contribution of her friends.

There never has been a time when the prospects looking
(Continued on page 5.)
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