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What Liquor Will Do
The members of the house of representatives

during the past week have had a vivid example of
what liquor will do with a man. There are two men
in the present lower house who, when at themselves,
are probably as good natured as any others; the
gentlemen to whom we refer are Jerry O’Rourke, of
Cook county, and Thomas N. Gorman, of Peoria.
The spectacle these men made of themselves on im-
portant occasions last week shows what drink will
do for a man.

The day the woman’s suffrage bill was passed
there was a three-hours’ struggle to get a roll call.
The measure was passed and is now up to Governor
Dunne for his signature. During all that time one of
the annoying members was Jerry O’Rourke. He was
on his feet most of the time. No man would attempt
to talk without Mr. O’Rourke arising and asking ques-
tions. Ordinarily Jerry’s questions are loaded down
with keen Irish wit. But on this occasion his tongue
seemed to be too thick to talk, and he found it hard
to express himself and he wanted to talk all the time.
Me annoyed the speaker and all the members of the
house.

On Friday of that week, Thomas N. Gorman, who
is a man who good naturedly entertains the house,
was ugly and cross, opposing every measure and an-
noying every one. The climax came in the evening
when the house was voting upon Richardson’s injunc-
tion bill, designed to drive out houses of ill-fame.
Geo. H. Wilson, dry leader, was on the Democratic
side of the house speaking to Representative Kane.
While talking with Mr. Kane. Mr. Gorman called out
asking Mr. Wilson to get back to the Republican side
where he belonged. Mr. Wilson, without any show of
anger, indifferently replied to Mr. Gorman by asking

him to keep quiet. Mr. Wilson started back to his
seat and on the Republican side was interviewed by
Corporation Counsel Sexton, of Chicago. While
earnestly listening to an argument from Mr. Sexton
relative to some legislation, Mr. Gorman, representa-
tive from Peoria, left his seat, walked down the aisle,
not noticed by Mr. Wilson or many of the members of
the house; he came up to where Mr. Sexton and Mr.
Wilson were talking, drew back and struck Mr. Wil-
son to the floor. Mr. Gorman weighs about 250, and
he threw his whole weight into the blow. Mr. Wilson
weighs about 140 or 150 pounds. Mr. Wilson being
the dry leader and Mr. Gorman being one of the wet
men, and his condition that day was dreadful, had a
feeling of revenge against the dry leader.

A man who voted against county option said that
this occurrence ought to make every man in the house
vote to pass the temperance measures. A number of
people who witnessed this disgraceful scene in the
house of legislation gave the opinion that it will
bring a little nearer the day when the saloons will be
driven out of power in the state. Mr. Gorman, of
course, will be very much ashamed of himself when
he gets back to himself. What the drink business has
done to him it is doing to a multitude of others. It is
sometimes said if you let drink alone it will let you
alone. But the experience of George H. Wilson, who
is one of the best men in the legislature, shows that
the drink business takes away the personal liberty of
every man.

Mr. Gorman and Mr. O’Rourke have not only dis-
graced the general assembly, but by their actions dur-
ing the past week have shown how unkind the drink
business is, even to the man who drinks.

The Legislature
The legislature is now starting on the last lap of

the race. By the time this paper reaches the readers
there will be only two or three days more of this
session.

Matters of importance to the League the last
week are the passage of the blind tiger bill in the
senate, which will be pushed as hard as possible in
the house. Were there time enough left this bill
would have a good chance to pass. The residence
district bill has been advanced to third reading in the
senate with an amendment in which the house will
either have to concur or the senate recede in its
amendment before it becomes a law.

The woman’s suffrage bill was passed on Wed-
nesday. Mr. Boardman, of the Forty-first district, was
seated in the house. The boxing bill was defeated by
an overw'helming majority.

The Gorman license bill, which is one of the
most dangerous measures in the present assembly,
has been advanced to third reading, but it did not
show strength enough on second reading to pass it.
But inasmuch as the liquor people have such large
money interests in this bill, we can count on every
possible thing being done to secure its passage. It is
a measure that the liquor interests are especially
anxious to get through this assembly, and they are
trving to trade votes on all other measures for this
bill. It cannot possibly pass without unfair and un-
just means being used.

The five-mile dry zone bill around the State Uni-
versity has gone to third reading in the senate, after
having passed the house.
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