
Rock Island Co. Again Advertises its Shame
A Rock Island correspondent sends the Issue an

item from one of the daily papers of that city which
reports the state’s attorney’s resolution submitted to

the county supervisors calling for two assistants. The
state’s attorney says that the large accumulation of
criminal business demands this help. Our corre-
spondent takes the occasion to incidentally comment

on the situation in his county. He says:
As a matter cf fact the county is too poor

to pay its bills and has not been able to elect a
county judge to succeed the former judge, who
was elevated to the circuit bench, because of
lack of funds to pay for the election expense.

The city of Moline spend out of the county

funds last year about $2,000 for paupers helped
in the city, outside of help furnished by private
charity.

Conditions in Rock Island are frightful, both
in the liquor business and the allied vices that go-
with it. NEVER IN THE RECOLLECTION
OF ITS CITIZENS HAS WHISKY, GAMB-
LING AND PROSTITUTION BEEN SO

RAMPANT AS NOW.
We quote from the resolutions offered by the

state’s attorney the following:
Whereas, ****** Rock Island county

has a larger per cent of criminal business than
any other county of its population in the state.

Rock Island county now has an unusual amount
of accumulated criminal business, which will
take extra time and work to dispose of; and

Whereas, the cost cf prosecuting criminal

cases is about S2O an hour. The one other heavy

expense of the county is the feeding and care of
prisoners. The only officer in the county that can
govern the binding over of criminals to the
grand juries and prevent unnecessary jail sen-
tences, that can hasten the progress of a trial
in a criminal case, and that can relieve the con-
gestion of the jail is the state’s attorney.

***♦♦**** *

Resolved, That it is the sense of this board
of supervisors that the best interests of Rock
Island county demand at least two assistants
in the state’s attorney’s office. That with the
required amount of help the state’s attorney will
be able to save the county more than the salaries
of the assistants; and be it further

Resolved, That $2,500 per annum be and is
hereby appropriated for the employment of such
number of assistants as the state’s attorney may
deem from time to time necessary for the proper
handling of the business of his office, this reso-
lution to be effective from the first day of Decem-
ber, 1912-

*******

These conditions as set forth by the state s at-

torney, considered in the light of this statement sub-
mitted by the January grand jury of that county, to-

wit:
Whereas, The experience of this grand jury

leads it to the conclusion that 75 P er cent of

the cases that come before grand jurors are

caused by the saloon business and that the legal-
ized liquor traffic is the most stupendous crime-
breeder in our land. *****

ought to stir up the natives to insurrection against
the saloons if anything will.

f

Summarized, here is the situation: The states

attorney says the county has more criminal business
than any other county of equal population in the

state. The grand jury says that 75 per cent of this

criminal business is caused by the saloon. The couniy
is “broke.” The city is “broke” in spite of the revenue
from the hundred or more crime-breeding, poisonous
drug dispensaries.

Rock Island county may have a little more ag-
gravated case of alcoholism than some other booze-
soaked counties in the state. For that reason it pre-
sents a more vivid picture of what the saloon will do
for a county than is to be found elsewhere. But it
differs only in degree. V herever the saloon exists it
is the same criminal-making, pauper-making business,
as is so clearly demonstrated in Rock Island county.

Wets Plot to Overthrow the
Suffrage Vote

The Chicago American of June 12 ran the above
caption in half-inch type clear across the top of the
first page. The liquor lobbyists and the wet members
of the legislature are furious over the prospects of
women of the state being given the right of franchise.
Why ?

We quote from the American’s account which
appeared under the above caption:

(By a Staff Correspondent.)
Springfield, 111., June 12.—One more attempt to deprive

women of franchise rights was scheduled in the lower house
of the general assembly today. It was to be in the form of a
motion to reconsider the vote by which women of the state
were given the right to vote on all but constitutional offices.

Enemies of woman suffrage, following the women’s „

victory by a vote of 83 to 58, spent hours in trying to secure
enough pledges from friends of suffrage to make possible a
reconsideration of the vote today, lo do this it was neces-
sary to obtain nineteen votes in order to give them a majority,

.the number necessary to carry a motion of that kind.
The wet lobby in the legislature was primarily responsible

for the heroic attempts made to force a reconsideration. In
its movement one of its staunchest friends, John F. McCarty,
of Chicago, quietly altered his vote that he might be on the
winning side and therefore be in a position to move for a
reconsideration.

Webster and Liquor
The following appeared in the Chicago Tribune of

last week in the columns, “A Voice from the People:”
Jefferson, Ind., June 6.—(Editor of The Tribune.)—With

Col. Roosevelt’s recent experience in mind, I was interested
in these words in Edward Everett Hale’s “Memories of a

Hundred Years:”
“Between the years 1826 and 1852, when he died, I must

have seen him (Daniel Webster) thousands of times. I
must have read thousands of letters from him. I have been,
I know not how often, in his house. My father, as I say, was
his intimate friend. In the course of twenty-six years,
running from the time I was four years old to the time when
I was thirty, I never had a dream nor thought that he cared
anything about wine or liquor.

.....I know that my own
father, who lived to the year 1864, heard such stories as these
with perfect disgust and indignation.”—O. W. F.

Nevada, Missouri, went dry June 10 by a ma-
jority of eighteen. The total wet vote was 931, and
the dry vote 949. Five years ago the city went wet by
a majority of 150 votes.


