
Sunflower Governor is Coming

Kansas Executive Will be One of the Speakers at Biennial Conven-
tion of Anti-Saloon League of America

Topeka, Kan., June 16.—George H.
Hodges, nineteenth governor of Kan-
sas, has accepted the invitation to
attend the biennial convention of the
Anti-Saloon League of America, at
Columbus, 0., November 10-13, and
to make an address. Os course Gov-
ernor Hodges could have but one
theme at such a gathering, and that is
how Prohibition works in Kansas. If
there are any delegates there from
Missouri or elsewhere who have to be
shown, Governor Hodges will show
them.

The state executive ought to
know what he is talking about, for
Kansas has been his home ever since
he was knee-high to a grasshopper,
and, as everybody knows, there have
been enough grasshoppers in the Sun-
flower state to measure by. Pie was not
born in Kansas and that seems to be
his one regret, but he arrived in this
state in time to adopt the Kansas
language as his mother tongue. The
name Hodges suggests a thin, sharp-
faced Vermont deacon, but George
Hodges was given to the world by
Richland county, Wis., on February
6, 1866. He is a Democrat, but out
here all of ’em look pretty much alike,
and you would scarcely know but that
he was a Republican or Bull Moose.
Os course he’s a Prohibitionist, too,
for everybody except a few would-be
lawbreakers is a Prohibitionist.

It was a cinch last fall that whoever
got elected governor would be a dry
man for the dry men won out in the
primaries of all political parties. The
fortunes of politics gave the Demo-
crats the inning. The resubmission-
ists, as the wets of Kansas are called,
were retired to the ultimate rear and
compelled to be seated.

Is Self-Made Man.
George Hodges is essentially a

self-made man. His family came to
Kansas by the wagon route in 1869
ancj settled in Johnson county, while
mqst of the soil was still virgin and
Indian cabins still dotted the Shawnee
Reservation. The father, W. W.
Hodges, was a school teacher, a man
of high intellectuality, integrity and
energy. One of his characteristics
was his fondness for boys and his
ability to win their regard and influ-
ence their conduct, and when he died
a few years later, he left his sons an
inheritance of far greater value than
a large landed property or bank ac-
count. Orphaned when a mere boy,
it fell to George’s lot, together with
his brother, to make a living for their
mother and sister, as well as them-
selves, and they went to work with all
the energy that was in them.
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Eventually, George obtained a job
in a lumber yard. That was in 1886.
Here he got his first insight into the
lumber business and made it his busi-
ness to study it in every detail and
soon became assistant manager. In a
few years he was ready to go into
business for himself, and he has made
a signal success.

As their father before them, the
Hodges boys were Democrats, and
as their business grew, they began to
take an interest in local politics.
George was at one time elected a
member of the city council of the city
of Olathe, and Frank served the city
two terms as mayor.

In 1904 there was a political upris-
ing in the senatorial district composed
of Johnson and Miami counties; the
Republican factions could not agree
upon which boss to elect. The Demo-
crats that year placed George H.
Hodges in nomination for state sen-
ator. He could not make much of a
speech in those days, but he was a
good rustler and hand shaker, and,
when the votes were counted in No-
vember, his majority in the two coun-
ties was something over nine hundred.
He thus became a state senator at a
time when the people were just
awakening to their political rights,
and it was just dawning upon them
that there was such a thing as being
progressive.

Chosen For Governor.
In 1908 Senator Hodges was again

a candidate for state senater, and was
again elected by about seven hundred
majority. Two years later he was a
candidate for governor and again car-
ried the Johnson-Miami district by
about 700 majority and reduced the
Republican majority on Governor in

the state from 45,000 to 16,000. An-
other two years later, in 1912, he again
carried the Johnson-Miami district by
about seven hundred, and the state
by an official majority of twenty-nine.

Governor Hodges promised the
people a business administration, and
scarcely a day passes but that the
daily papers chronicle the transaction
of some important business by the
governor and the boards appointed
by him. He is giving his time to the
people and his personal attention to
the business affairs of the state.

In line with his promise of a busi-
ness administration, is his proposal
of a small, one-house legislature. This
idea has been taken up by the press
of the entire nation, the great body
of the comment being of the most
favorable character. Among the peo-
ple of Kansas, the proposal is being
most favorably discussed and the gov-
ernor believes that it is only a matter
of a short time until his proposal will
be adopted.

He believes in giving the people
time and opportunity to think things
out for themselves, and when they
have thought it over, an opportunity
to vote on it. He believes the people
of Kansas are capable of determining
for themselves what they want, and
would give them the fullest and freest
chance to decide at the ballot box.

He is brave enough to recognize
that his election was a victory for
“out and out” progressive ideas rath-
er than a partisan victory and he
acknowledges that others than him-
self are entitled to credit for what has
been accomplished.

The first four months of his admin-
istration as governor of Kansas gives
evidence that Governor Hodges still
adheres to his famous declaration that
political honor is as much an asset
as business integrity, and when he
hands the office over to his successor,
the people of Kansas will say of him
—he made good his pledges to the
people and kept inviolate his oath of
office.

“Come to our suffragette house-
warming.”

“Whose house are you going to
burn?”—Louisville Courier-Journal.

Gabe—“He claims he is a descend-
ant from a great family.”

Steve—“Yes, and he is still descend-
ing.”—Cincinnati Enquirer.

A box car on the side track never
disturbs anybody. It is a moving
train that raises the dust.—Sam Jones.


