
Drys Win Big Victory in Defeat of the
Gorman License Bill

The brewers’ crafty scheme to have the Forty-
eighth general assembly legislate some $75,000,000 or
more into their pockets went glimmering in the house
late Thursday evening, failing of passage by eleven
votes. The bill was kept technically alive by a motion
to reconsider, and a second attempt to pass it was
made late Friday night and it again failed. Mr. Catlin.
of Chicago, gained a few votes for the measure on
this second attempt by announcing that Governor
Dunne had promised to veto the bill, if in the opinion
of the attorney general it would give licenses vested
property rights.

The defeat of this vicious measure is a triumph
for the people and a knock-out blow for the wets. It
is in fact a bigger victory to kill this measure than
would have been the enactment of any constructive
temperance legislation with this measure a law. It
came as a climax of the defeats of all liquor legisla-
tion sought by the United Societies, a sort of good-
bye punch, so to speak, from the Forty-eighth general
assembly.

501 Passes the Senate.

This bill, designed purely in the interest of the
brewers, had slipped through the senate without any
considerable opposition when many of the senators
were absent. Senator Jones rallied a few votes
against it, but the evil features of the bill had re-
ceived no general publicity, and unquestionably many
senators voted for it without fully realizing that its
enactment would inflict a heavy burden upon the
state of Illinois. Tt went over to the house as Senate
Bill No. 501, and it was then that aggressive work
against it was begun. No. 501 soon became, perhaps,
the best known measure pending in the house. The
newspapers of the state began an active and earnest
campaign against its enactment. Too much credit
cannot be given the Chicago Daily Tribune for the
work done in opposition to this bill. The Chicago
Record-Herald, the Chicago Inter-Ocean and the Chi-
cago Daily News all editorially condemned the pro-
posed law as dangerous and inimical to public wel-
fare. and asked a death sentence for it. Down-state
papers took up the fight and contributed largely to the
defeat of this brewery bill. Mass meetings of indig-
nant citizens were held throughout the state protest-
ing against the bill and appealing to the representa-
tives to kill it. From thousands of pulpits people
were warned of the danger of No. 501 and were
urged to get in touch with Springfield and enter their
protests against it. Opposition did not come alone
from the drys. The Chicago Daily Tribune aptly
said:

The issue raised by the Gorman license bill,
slipped through the senate as No. 501, should not
be decided in the house by any division of wets and
drys. It is not a temperance issue. It is a
monopoly issue.

The defeat of this bill is a splendid example of
what an aroused citizenship can do when it gets into

action, and is a vindication of the theory that the
powers of evil cannot endure the light of publicity.

What the Measure Provided.

This bill did not contain a single feature that
would benefit the people. Every provision was in the
interest of the brewers. Its proponents argued that
it provided for the limiting of the number of saloon
licenses to be issued by city councils and village
boards, and urged that this point would greatly re-
duce the evils resulting from the saloon business. No
legislation of this kind is needed, as this power is
already given boards and councils.

Would Make Old Harkin Ordinance of State-Wide
Application.

The brewers were prompted no doubt to seek
this legislation because of the death of the Harkin
ordinance of Chicago. The supreme court had de-
clared that ordinance unconstitutional, and No. 501 re-
stored the provisions of that ordinance and made them
of state-wide application with other added iniquitous
features. Under the Harkin ordinance saloon licenses
were made assignable property. They were of the
nature of a franchise.

Attorney Robert McMurdy, president of the Illi-
nois Bar Association, who was particularly active in
opposing 501, says:

The right of renewal granted by the Harkin ordinance
just before the supreme court knocked out the monopoly
feature became worth about $2,500, so that a new saloonkeep-
er had to pay that amount for the mere privilege of having
a license. The sum paid did not go to the city as it should if we
are to have such a system at all, but to the former owner of
the license. In this way the liquor interests by a single
ordinance created a value of $2,500 multiplied by the number
of saloons, now 7,251, in the aggregate about $18,000,000, the
income of which at 5 per cent would be $900,000 a year.

The enactment of 501 into law would immedi-
ately have enhanced the value of saloon licenses
throughout the state far in excess of the amount re-
ceived by the cities where the saloons are limited.

“The evident intent,” says Mr. McMurdy “was the natural
result; the licenses, and with them the rights of renewal of
course, fell, in ever increasing numbers, into the hands of the
brewers, and when the supreme court decision was rendered
the brewers found themselves with several thousand licenses
on hand which they are now interested to capitalize.

Cites Monopoly Feature.
“What the effect would be of such legislation as that

proposed by the senate bill—in effect, as far as Chicago is
concerned, restoring the monopoly feature of the Harkin
ordinance—can be accurately judged because we have the past
as a guide. Not only did the ordinance while in force in-
crease the evils of the brewery owned saloon problem but
the creation of the monopoly value gave the saloon licenses
all the evil characteristics of a vested right.

“The ultimate effect of such a system would be to place
us just where England is now, when she is trying to solve
her license problem. She has found the only practicable
way of eliminating her saloons is to buy them up—pay vast
sums in the aggregate because of the monopoly which she
herself has created. The liquor problem is difficult of solution
in any event, but almost impossible with the added complica-


