
THE AMERICAN ISSUE"June 27, 1913.

tion of the suggestion of a money value attached to the priv-
ilege of license.”

Judge Frank P. Sadler, who was also aggres-
sively against the enactment of this measure, em-
phasizes the danger of licenses falling into the hands
of disreputable characters under the provisions of the

(proposed law. He says:
A license from its very nature is founded on personal

confidence, and is given because of the character of the per-
son to whom it is extended, and a saloon license should not
differ in kind from that extended to a lawyer or to a physician.
It is a mere privilege, extended only to the person to whom i:
is given, and is, therefore, not assignable under our present
law.

But the proposed measure intends to change all this
and make it possible 'or a license to be granted to one person
and by him assigned to any Tom, Dick or Harry, no matter
how unfit he might be to carry on the business.

Would Have Nullified Township Option.

Under this bill licenses could be granted for an
indefinite period, one, five, ten, twenty or any number
of years, or any length of time the council saw fit.
This provision would practically nullify the township
local option law. Byway of illustration, suppose in
the city of Galesburg, where saloons are now in opera-
tion, that the licenses would be granted extending
over a period of, let us say, twenty years. The people
would hesitate to vote Galesburg dry territory for fear
the city would be liable to damage in case the licenses
were revoked. The fact is, this bill, had it become a
law, at a single stroke would have repealed township
local option and so thoroughly have fastened the li-
cense system upon the state of Illinois that it would
have been practically impossible for any community
to rid itself of the saloons.

Under the splendid leadership of George H. Wil-
son the dry vote in the house rallied to the overthrow
of this vicious measure and thereby rendered the peo-
ple of Illinois a service of incalculable value. It is
just as important to defeat measures of this kind as it
is to enact advance temperance legislation, and such a
defeat marks progress towards ultimate victory.

Residence District Bill Killed by
Parliamentary Tactics

Just as we are sending the copy for this issue to
the Anti-Saloon League Publishing Plant at Wester-
ville, Ohio, word reaches this office that the residence
district option measure, which had passed both
house and senate, died through the failure of the
house to concur in the senate amendment. Friends
of the measure were not able to get the house to take
action with reference to this amendment in the rush
of the closing hours of the session. The bill was
killed by parliamentary tactics, as there is no doubt
that it had friends enough in the house to pass it.
Next week’s Issue will give an extended report of the
battle that has been waged in the Forty-eighth gen-
eral assembly for temperance legislation.

All of the bills sought by the liquor interests
were killed, and the Anti-Saloon League succeeded in
but one measure, the bill establishing a four-mile dry
zone around the State University having been passed.
The enactment of the woman’s suffrage bill is con-

sidered by the wets as a blow to their interests.
However, the battle is considerably more than an

even break. The dry forces have taken advance
ground, as is evidenced by the decisive defeat of the
liquor interests’ pet measure. Considered in the light
of the unlooked-for political developments which oc-
curred shortly after the primary elections in this state,
the temperance forces have just cause to congratulate
themselves on the work done in this general assembly.
Plans will be developed immediately for the perfecting
of a thoroughly organized campaign looking toward
the election of a legislature that will give the people
of this state the temperance legislation they are asking.

Chicago Newspapers' Editorial Comment
on Gorman License Bill

The Chicago Daily News emphasizes the great
burden that has been fastened upon England by the
license system after which the Gorman measure is
patterned. It says:

There is reason to think that this bill, if enacted into law,
would transform saloon licenses into vested interests, as they
are in England. The government of that country, in moving
to reduce the number of saloons, found itself obliged to pay
large sums for the property values in saloon licenses thus
destroyed.

This commonwealth cannot assort to adopt the perilous
policy of making each saloon license into a property right
irrevocable except by forfeiture proceedings in court, as in
the case of a public service corporation’s franchise. It is not
enough for the advocates of the pending bill to assert in
broad terms that this is not the purpose of the bill. It is a
dangerous measure and should be defeated.

The Chicago Record-Herald gave particular at-
tention to the vested property rights feature which
would be created by the act. It said:

Ultimately the selling price of the license would repre-
sent so much capital added to the business as a free gift from
the public, and manifestly the establishment of such a system
is opposed to good public policy. The very power to traffic
in the licenses and transmit them from generation to genera-
tion is objectionable in itself. And if the public franchise is
•to take on a large added value this should not go as a gift
to individuals, but should be controlled and disposed of in
the interest of the public.

The Chicago Tribune emphasizes the fact that the
question is not to be decided merely as a wet and dry
issue. It says:

One of the curses of British politics is the vested inter-
est in liquor licenses.

The Gorman bill proposes that this curse shall be adopted
by Illinois.

There should be no division of wet or dry on this bill.
It should be opposed by every legislator who objects to the
appearance of another club to be brandished over his head
and by every legislator sincerely opposed to the establish-
ment of special privilege.

A vote for 501 will not be easy to explain.
The Chicago Inter-Ocean refers to the fact that

many brewers have recently been announcing to the
public that they were making an effort to improve the
saloon business by putting it on a higher plane. It
says:

These brewers can hardly be in favor of the pending
measure. Whether they are for it or not, the public welfare
demands that we shall have nothing in the nature of vested
property rights in dramshop licenses. They should be priv-
ileges extended only to approved persons and revocable for
any misconduct.
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