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I The Southern Baptist Convention Endorses |
V w

! Move for National Prohibition
I Resolutions Adopted by the Great Convention at St. Louis, Mo., May 19,1913 f

Whereas, we learn that the American Anti-Saloon League is considering the launching of a |
% movement for national Prohibition of the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors; |

Resolved, That we, the Southern Baptist Convention, in annual session assembled in the city |I of St. Louis, heartily and unhesitatingly endorse the proposed movement, and hereby pledge to the |
x movement out full support at such times as the League may think wise and best to inaugurate it. x

Brethren t Be Comforted
A very few wild, dark souls, looking out from

wild, dark editorial rooms, keep advising the universe
that the liquor traffic is more firmly intrenched than
ever before, that no progress is being made against
intemperance, that dry territory is a fake and there is
no such territory, that every attempt at reform other
than their own is all punk, and so on in lugubrious
tones and lachrymose effulgence.

Recent published stock quotations of liquor cor-
poration securities do not seem to wholly bear out the
doleful attitude of Anti-Saloon League critics as above.

Distilleries Security Corporation has shrunk from
.34 in October, 1912, to .io)4 in June, 1913.

American Malt (common) has dropped in the
same time from .i6)4 to .7^5.

American Malt (preferred) has dropped from
•66# to .45%.

The total amount of shrinkage in these stocks in
cold dollars is as follows:
325,000 shares Distilleries Sec. Stock $ 7,637,500

60,000 shares Am. Malt, common 520,200
90,000 shares Am. Malt, preferred.. 1,855,800

Total shrinkage $10,013,500
Let our pessimistic friends dry their eyes and

give the liquor folks a chance to weep awhile.

That Moorehead Purity Squad
The newspaper dispatches tell of twenty-five virgin

licensed saloonkeepers of Moorehead, Minnesota, who
have just been indicted by the grand jury for selling
whisky to children.

Twenty-five of ’em in one town! Nearly every
one of the licensed retailers in the city!!

What becomes of all this talk about license put-

ting the traffic in the hands of respectable, law-abid-
ing men?

How is it that this purity squad of licensed deal-
ers themselves are entangled with the grand jury?

It is requiring much more salt than formerly to
induce people to swallow that sort of talk.

“Government by Administration” in Ceylon
The idea of “government by administration” has

broken loose in Ceylon. The British government in
India has issued an order forbidding administrative
officers from joining temperance societies without
permission from the head of his department. The
exact terms of the order are:

(1) Any public servant who wishes to join a temperance
or a total abstinence society must first obtain the permission
of the head of his department.

(2) If permission is accorded, it will be on the express
condition that the officer takes no part in the management
of the society, and that he does not attend public meetings
organized by the society.

(3) Permission to join such societies should not be
given to administrative officers such as headmen.

Apparently there was no “law” for this order; it
is simply a matter of “administration.”

The temperance societies of India are merely ab-
stinence societies, and the reason for such a heathen-
ish administrative order is beyond the ken of a free
people.

Indians have loudly complained for years about
the oppression of British rule in India, but we have
read nothing of their complaints that was anywhere
as severe an indictment of British rule as this govern-
ment order.

“There are none so blind as they who won’t see”
—and the liquor folks haven’t a really good look
for twenty years.
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