
Annual Report of Headquarters Committee of the;
AntLSaloon League of Illinois I

To the Board of Directors in Session at Springfield, Tuesday, June 3, 1913
Your Headquarters Committee made a full report for the

first half of the year at the semi-annual meeting of the
board held in Chicago on December 4. 1912. This report

covered the important matters of change in superintendent,
fixing the policy for our legislative campaign, and providing
for representation of our state League at the great temperance
conferences held in Washington, D. C., last December.

Since the meeting of the board in Chicago your head-
quarters committee has held live meetings, including the one
on December 4, on the following dates: January 27, March
11, April 15, and at Springfield May 22. It will be noted that
the month of February saw no meeting of your committee.
This was due to our combining the meeting of January and
February on January 27, and this in turn was due to the
legislative deadlock, which required the undivided attention
of our superintendent and his helpers.

Washington, D. C., Temperance Conferences.
by action of the headquarters committee, concurred in by

the board of directors, the chairman and secretary of the
headquarters committee were appointed as delegates to attend
the temperance conferences at Washington in the week be-
ginning December 16, 1912. The chairman and secretary of
your committee attended the aforesaid conferences and co-
operated as heartily as possible with the national officers in
bringing pressure to bear upon Congress for the passage of
the Kenyon-Sheppard interstate liquor shipment bill, which
finally passed both branches of Congress as the Webb-
Kenyon interstate shipment bill, and was repassed by both
branches of Congress over the surprising veto of President
Taft.

During the week the most significant temperance con-

ferences ever held in our history took place. It was a wide-
open meeting to which all temperance bodies in America were
invited to send delegates, and so far as it was possible to
ascertain, every considerable temperance organization in this
nation had representatives present. It was expected that per-
haps one hundred such delegates would be present, accommo-
dations were secured for that number. Imagine the surprise
and enthusiasm when nearly four hundred showed up. They
crowded out the parlors and chapels provided for the meet-
ings and made a telling demonstration upon Congress. In
this conference no set program was arranged. At first it
promised to be a profitless, aimless gathering, but imme-
diately it seemed to your secretary as though the spirit of
God took direction of that meeting. A more comprehensive,
dioroughgoing, sweet-spirited, evenly proportioned program
could not have been arranged than that which spontaneously
grew out of the meeting. Dr. Baker and Dr. Russell,
with their high qualties of leadership, called to the plat-
form the representative men and women of the various
temperance bodies, and discussion was had on the possi-
bility of securing such legislation by Congress as that
contained in the Kenyon bill, which was then being
ably argued by Senator Kenyon, of lowa, this discus-
sion contributing to the sound reasoning and practical meth-
ods by which to secure such a law.

This demonstration on the part of the united temper-

ance forces of the nation and this open free discussion had
no small part in securing the early passage of this now famous
piece of legislation. The conferences were concluded in a
banquet presided over by Congressman Sheppard, of Texas,
then the senator-elect from his great state. At his right hand
sat Senator Kenyon, of lowa. These two young giants of
opposing political parties working shoulder to shoulder and
heart to heart for our temperance measures demonstrated in
an eloquent degree the vital nonpartisan character of the
Anti-Saloon League.

Time does not permit us to report other important fea-
tures of these conferences save to note the workers’ confer-
ence presided over by Dr. Baker. This was restricted to
members of the Anti-Saloon League. It was one of those
progressive, helpful conferences for which the national

League has become famous. Your representatives came away
from Washington feeling that the large amount of time
required was well invested on behalf of our cause, and we
commend to the laymen and clergy of the board of directors
the wisdom of attending such conferences even at a sacrifice
of time and means.

Routine Work.
The work of the past five months has been along the

the routine lines of our League with no unusual happening,
but with a steady growth and a very harmonious fellowship.

Resignation of Rev. C. A. Rosander.

We regret to report the resignation of Rev. C. A. Rosan-
der from the position of superintendent of the Swedish de-
partment, which place has not yet been filled. Your com-
mittee is discussing the advisability of securing a strong man
from among the Scandinavian people to become the assistant
district superintendent of our League in the Northern dis-
trict, where so large a population of Scandinavian people
is found. This would give such representative a wider iden-
tification with our work and would make available for the
general work of the League the abilities of such a man. Our
Brother Rosander, after very efficient and faithful services
with us, has returned to the pastorate of a large church of
his denomination. It is a pleasure to welcome Brother
Rosander as a member of the board of directors of our
League, having been appointed to represent his brethren here.

Work Among the Negroes.
One of our directors has called our attention to the

possible opening for our work among the negro population
of this state. Your committee has taken cognizance of this
suggestion and is making some investigations. If it is dis-
covered that our colored brethren are so congregated as to
warrant the appointment of one of their race to work among
them, your committee will gladly co-operate with the super-
intendent in creating this new division of our work. How-
ever, we are not at this time prepared to make definite recom-
mendation.

Perfecting Solicitation.
The superintendent has steadily pressed upon our force

the need of personal solicitation to secure the funds for the
prosecution of our work. The response on the part of the
field force to this laborious and at times distasteful piece of
work is a testimony of the sacrificial life our men are will-
ing to live on behalf of our League. No severer test can be
made of a man’s energies and interest than this of personal
solicitation for funds. Every worker has been asked to set
aside at least one day a week in which to do this sort of work,
and no new men are taken on who have not in some degree
this peculiar ability.

Twentieth Jubilee Convention.
The National League very much desired to hold its

Twentieth Jubilee Convention in the city of Chicago, and for
a time the prospects for having this great gathering in our
own big city were bright. The officials of the Association
of Commerce assured our representatives of their co-opera-
tion financially, volunteering to get the hotel men together
and secure special rates, and, indeed, opening the way so far
as to lead us to expect that the accommodations for the
convention could be secured without additional tax upon the
churches or any large drain upon the League’s funds. Sud-
denly the whole situation changed. The officials of the
Association of Commerce were silent, and not so much as a
meeting of the hotel men could be secured. This perplexing
and disturbing change of front had a cause, and while we
are not able to place our finger upon that particular spot,
we are reasonably sure that the liquor men in the member-
ship of the Association of Commerce brought influence to
bear that has cost Illinois and Chicago the honor of enter-
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