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Fiddling While Rome Burns
The filibustering and finagling against equal job opportunities for

.ill Americans, which has disgraced Congress in recent weeks, makes
Nero a piker.

He fiddled while Rome burned. But the reactionary clique which
has been trying to destroy the Fair Employment Practice Committee
by fair means or foul is doing its fiddling while half of the world is
aflame with war and while the welfare of American working people
is being grossly neglected by Congress.

Cutbacks and layoffs ai*e increasing daily. Take-home pay is being
slashed by the elimination of overtime, and by downgrading, transfers
and other reconversion factors that depress the wr hole wage structure.

Profit interests have been carefully protected by Congress, through
a guarantee of “normal profits” through tax refunds for two years
after the war. This, despite the fact that industrial profits have in-
creased nearly four times since the war began in Europe, and reserves
of $2ll billion have been accumulated to cushion the profiWtakers in
the reconversion period.

But America’s war workers have no such cushion to fall back on.
Their savings are small or non-existent, and the present layoffs and
cuts in take-home pay threaten to deprive them of the necessities
of life.

The total figures of accumulated “savings” of which we hear so
much are held by banks, insurance firms, large corporations or wealthy
individuals, as CIO President Murray points out.

How close to the ragged edge are most workers, even with full-
time war employment, overtime and several members of the family
working, is illiustrated by a recent case study made by the United
Steel workers of America of the income and expenditures of steel-
workers in Braddoek, Rankin and North Braddock, Pa., during Janu-
ary. 1945.

This shows that the income of the average Braddock family
amounted to $56.60 a week after taxes, while its weekly expenditures
on living essentials amounted to $57.01.

If this family had had to depend solely on the earnings of the steel-
worker ($45.92 after taxes), it would have had a deficit of $11.09.

The only way the average Braddock family was able to get by
and break approximately even was by supplementing the steelworker’s
wage with earnings of other members of the family, by taking in
roomers, etc.

In other words, any cut whatever in the total income of such
typical working class families means actual suffering, reduction of
living standards below present low levels, and denial of the barest
necessities.—The CIO News.

Prime Facie Evidence
The conversation was quick, warm, friendly, even brilliant in an

inexperienced sort of way. Some of the very best people wT ere there,
and some of the second best. A truly social occasion.

One thing they all had in commin; they all loved humanity. Not
only that, but they were willing to say so, and to think of ways in
which the fortunes of those less favored might be permanently im-
proved, “because, after all, human society is so thoroly integrated, thatwe must stand or fall together.”

It was delightful—liberal people discussing liberal causes with
all the generous good will in the world. Everyone went home bathed
in a warm glow of optimistic satisfaction.

All but one small demure woman who had had little to say. When
she and her husband were taking off their coats at home, he inquired
rather critically of her coolness to the feast of reason and flow of soul.

“Well, if you must know,” she said, “I think there’s nothing more
useless than that kind of talk about a better world by people who
haven t the slightest intention of doing anything to improve it.”

Hence we make our respectful bow to those men and women who
address the envelopes, make up the name lists, push the doorbells, anddo the thousand and one jobs that make a co-op or a credit union able
to do its stuff.

That’s eloquence! That’s social philosophy! That’s prima facieevidence!
It s more than that. It’s the only kind of assurance any one of uscan ever have that sterility will not overcome our souls, dry them up,

and let them blow away. The Working Dollar, an Evanston, 111.,
Credit Union Bulletin.

An Old Story of Geratw and American
Business Groups Collaboration

By RAYMOND HOFSES, Editor, Reading' Labor Advocate
The other day columnist Drew

Pearson revealed—as every stu-
dent of history and economics
knew all the time—that top-flight
American business groups are
planning to cooperate with corres-
ponding German business groups
in spite of the fact that there are
still some sections of German land
upon which American blood has
not yet completely dried.

Since then I have heard ex-
pressions of disgust and disap-
proval from some of the queerest
people: from people who approve
of the class-breeding capitalist
economy; from people who insist
that “business is business” and
that you can’t mix it with senti-
ment; from people who, regularly
every Sunday, testify to the bro-
therhood of man; even from some
Socialists who, should a hat hap-
pen to drop, will hasten to explain
how society’s thoughts and actions
are determined by economic in-
terests. And since these people
are convinced that American cor-
poration heads are betraying the
"principles” for which the war was
fought—and because I don’t think
anything of the sort—it seems in
order to tell what really is the
matter with this matter of Amer-
ican-German collaboration.

There is only one thing wrong
with international planning. The
wrong thing is that the right peo-
ple aren’t doing the planning.

That was the error of the whole
business before the war while Ger-
man-American-British cartels were
operating and during the war while
the Bank of International Settle-
ment was doing business with a
German sitting as president.

Moreover, it’s the only thing
that that’s really wrong with the

United Nations Charter that re-
cntly has been written in San

Francisco; the Charter may be full
if weak spots and mistakes, but

the wrong thing is the people who
ire making those mistakes.

And who are those people? Why
as Drew Pearson tells us, they arc
the “business groups.” They are
the people who never have had
and never ean have any other pur-
pose in life than the exploitation
of workers for the profit and
power of their own group.

It would be a beautiful sight to
see Americans and Germans talk-
ing together and planning to-
gether if the Americans were
working people and the Germans
were German working people. '

Unfortunately, however, the
working people of the world have
not been able to talk with each
other and plan with each other.
And their failure along that line
explains why it is that they must
fight each other and slaughter
each other whenever it happens
that the plans of the exploiting
groups go sour.

Once the workers of the world
do get together to do their own
talking and their own planning,
there can be at least some hope
that war will cease to be the cross
that every generation must carry.
But if workers can’t or won’t do
the planning, then somebody else
must for, as we are now being
(old, even the brief era of peace
for which a war-weary world is
now hoping will be posible only ifa plan is agreed upon.

And so it is that, instead oflooking disapprovingly at those
American business groups who al-
ready are scheming to do business
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WHAT MISS HIGGINS LEARNED IN COLLEGE
Newspapers and Professors Probably to Blame for
Woefully Distorted Picture of What Labor Has
Done in This War

Margaret Higgins of O’Neill, Neb., just out of college, writes the
following letter to the Omaha “World-Herald”:

“Again the American public, except for that faction committing
the treason, is shocked with news of new strikes directly concerning
the war materials vital to the lives of our American boys.

“I made a study of labor and labor unions in college last year. The
facts and statistics are startling and shameful.

“Our professors tell us we must take the initiative in moves to
better our country, that we have a great responsibility to our country.

“But what can we do when our government continues to permit
labor to deprive men of the essence of their lives in battle supplies?

“I have been convinced, since strikes continued during the war.
that there are Americans who have no American blood. They grab a
chance for self-advancement at the expense of men’s lives.

“Are there no people who have the power to remedy such things,
who will do so? Are there no real Americans in our high offices?”

* * *

Undoubtedly, Margaret Higgins is an intelligent young woman
who wishes to be fair to her fellow Americans. She probably believes
what she reads in the newspapers, and she may be the victim of teach-
ers who hate organized labor. In» any event, Miss Higgins has her facts
dreadfully twisted.

There have been strikes during this war. Government, employers
and workers share the responsibility. But the effect of strikes has been
infinitessimal.

The late Charles M. Hay, general counsel for War Manpower
Commission, told a congressional committee that time lost by strike:
per employe per day was equal to the time it would take a worker to
blow his nose. Put another way, it has varied from about 3/100 of 1 per
cent in January, 1945, to a little over one-tenth of 1 per cent in March
of the same year.

Probably as large a percentage of our fighting men are A. W. O. L
on any given day, but we don’t lie awake nights worrying about it. Wc
Know that in any group there will be some slackers.

* ❖ *

No official in Washington or elsewhere has ever charged that
America’s fighting men were deprived of necessary weapons or sup-1
plies because of a strike. ,

On the contrary, from the President of the United States down, all
officials have certified that never in human history have workers
achieved such “a miracle of production” as have American workers
during this great conflict.

The Department of Labor tells us that “accidents on the job” have
been GO times as destructive as strikes—measured by man-hours lost.
The Senate Committee on Education and Labor reports, through Sen-
ator Pepper, that illness among war workers in 1943 cost 600,000,000
man-days, about 47 times the loss from strikes in that year.

* * ❖

It is unfortunate that while Miss Higgins was rn college her teach
ers did not supply her with this information. Had they done so, she
would not have written her letter to the Omaha “World-Herald.”Labor, Washington, D. C.

with their German associates, the
workers of America should be
looking at themselves and asking
why it is that they arc not able
to talk matiers over and plan then
own future together with the
workers of Britain and Russia and
France and—yes, of every other
nation on earth including Ger-
many and Japan.

ARMY PAYS PRIVATE'S
WIFE $354 FOR 13
CHILDREN

Port Huron, Mich., July 9.
(UP) —Pfc. Wilbert “Pops” Fleu-
ry’s wife today challenged the
War Department’s nomination of
Corp. Chester J. Barrett of New
Hampshire as the champion Army
father.

Barrett’s qualifications were
listed as: 12 children, two sets of
twins and a monthly allotment
check of $3OO.

Mrs. Fleury has 13 children,
two sets of twins and the Army
pays her $354 a month while her
Husband serves in San Francisco.

EVERY THIRD WOMAN
REJECTED BY WACS

An appaling lack cf physical fit-
'.es among the nation’s woman-
iood is revealed in a War Depart-
ment report that one-third of all
ipplicants for enlistments in the
-vACS were rejected for medical
reasons.

It was pointed out that the 33
per cent rejections indicate an
even more serious health situation
or women than the 40 per cent
ejection rate did for men.

500 GERMAN SCHOOLS TO
REOPEN THIS MONTH

Paris, July 9. (UP)—The Amer-
ica!! Military Government announ-
ced today that 500 elementary
schools for about 50,000 children
from 6 to 10 years old would be
reopened in Germany by the end
of the month.

Officers hoped that all 3,000,000
German children in the American
zone would be back to school by
October.

IN THE WIND
From THE NATION

J. H. McLaurin, president of the
United States Wholesale Grocers’
\ssociation, has sent a letter to all
members of the association urging
them to “align”_ their Congress-
nen against H. R. 2232 and S. 101,
which would

#
authorize establish-

ment of a permanent FEPC.
The Connecticut Economic Coun-

cil devoted its Fortnightly Letter
Cor June 18 to an article entitled
Why 60,000,000 Jobs? It consisted
of a long quotation from Samuel
B. Pettengill to the effect that full
employment could be achieved
only by abolishing the machine
age, followed by the council’s own
conclusions, to wit: “The blind (or
selfish) politicians and reformers
are misleading the blind by failing
to recognize that we are not going
to have 60,000,000 jobs available
in the decade immediately follow-
ing the end of the war . . . What
will be the number of those who
are able and willing to work and
for whom no jobs are immediately
available no one can figure exact-
ly. It may reasonably run to five
or six million persons, . . . Ameri-
cans, because of our war record,
have come to believe in the im-
possible.”

The Alabama Temperence Alli-
ance has published a list of Jews,
Greeks, and Italians who have li-
quor licenses in Birmingham, with
this commeftt: “The iniquitous bu-
siness in which these foreign ele-
ments so congenially engage is not
excused by the fact that some of
these licensees were born in Amer-
ica, or that some of them have
sons in our armed services, Tne
liquor and beer trades are inher-
ently foreign to America; . . . they
are destructive of everything that
is fine and clean and wholesome
in Alabama’s culture. ..

. The li-
quor traffic . . . makes its attacks
upon the most valuable assets we
have—human values.”

Dr. Otto Koecher, former Nazi
consul general in Barcelona, has
taken a villa on the Swiss side of
Lake Geneva.

J. H. Hofmeyr, South African
Minister of Education, has been re-
buked by the National Union of
South African Students for pro-
posing separate universities for
students of different color.

Legislative Memo: H. R. 1925,
which would forbid racial dis-
crimination on interstate common
carriers, is in the House Commit-
tee on interstate and Foreign Com-
nerce, headed by Clarence F. Lea
if California.

STOR!< IN GERMANY NOW
!SN'T LOAN-PROPEUED

British Occupation Hcadquar
ters, Germany, July 9.—(UP)
The British have cancelled out
Nazi loans to needy couples on
which Adolf Hitler’s campaign for
more babies was based, authorities
announced today.

The “baby” loans were intro-
duced by the Nazis in 1933. Signs
of its success were apparent. The
British have noted an unusual
number of “Aryan” children play-
ing by the roadside, as well as an
exceptional number of young girls
wheeling baby carriages.

In the first 10 years, some 2,-
900,000 loans were made, author-
ities said.

WAGNER GOES TO BAT
WITH DOCTORS' TRUST

Senator “Bob” Wagner (Dem.,
N. Y.) went to the mat with the
jutstanding foe of health insur-
ance.

In a letter to Dr. Morris Fish-
bcin, editor of the “Journal” of
the American Medical Society,
Wagner declared that Fishbein and
his followers have condemned
every suggestion that medical and
hospital care he provided for the
millions of Americans who find
themselves unable to pay doctors’
bills.

In other words, the “Doctors'
Trust” is opposed to any change in
existing conditions.

AMERICAN SUCKERS
SHOULD READ THIS

Canadian Promoters Pocket
Large Part of Proceeds Os
Mine Stock Sales
Philadelphia. Promoters in

Ontario, Canada, sell gold mine
stocks to Americans at 25 to 50
cents a share, turn over 5 or 10
cents to mining companies, and
put the rest in their pockets.

Thus they net profits of about
$1,000,000 every week, at the ex-
pense of “suckers” in the United
States.

Bv KENESAW M. LANDIS II in
The Chicago Sun

As part of his work at Potsdam
Mr. Truman should re-examine
our nonfraternization policy.

Nonfraternization is a fine ne-
gative policy, based on the officia'
theory that all Germans are alike
and branded with blood guilt for
the war. Unfortunately, it isn’t
working out.

Our soldiers are lonesome, and
not being able to say hello to
Friiulein in public, are taking their
deasures in unchaperoned places
beyond the eyes of the military
police.

They are meeting the wrong
kind of Germans. The venereal
disease rate is rising, and our
Army commanders have asked
Eisenhower to abolish the quar-
antine against all Germans.

Eisenhower has done what he
:an. He made an exception in the
ease of little children, so that G.
l.s can now smile at German
youngsters without fear of being
eourt-martialed.

But he told the generals that
further relaxation of the rule is
not feasible in view of the horror
which German concentration
camps had aroused in Britain and
the United States.

Our horror is so great that it
condemns all Germans without ex-
ception, even those Germans who
were the first to suffer in concen-
tration camps.

An anti-Fascist party was organ-
ized in Dachau on May 9, but it
was sternly suppressed by Colonel
Charles Keegan, American mili-
tary governor of Bavaria. Keegan
said that all political parties were
banned.

In response to the party’s de-
mand for such things as freedom
of speech, press and assembly,

HO FOR KANSAS!
The Office of War Information has properly apologized to Kansas

for having referred to it in effect as being an arid waste, populated by
benighted and soil-scratching peasants. Without Kansas, the OWI
writer might be without bread on which to spread his oleo. Its wheat
forming is a vast mechanized industry, producing twice as much wheat
as jany other state.

The OWI, which prepared its article for the information of Russia,
is now gathering material on Kansas to set the Russians straight. It
can tell things that will both interest and astonish them. In Kansas
blood was shed over the slavery issue a decade before the Civil War.
A specialist in goatgland therapy once came within a few thousand
votes of being elected governor by voters who wrote his name on the
ballots. In Kansas it is a penitentiary offense to sell or even possess
a beverage containing more than 3.2 per cent alcohol. Kansas, with
a penchant for contradiction, produced both Alf Landon and Earl
Browder.

And from Kansas came a man named Eisenhower. The Russians
have heard of him.—The Chicago Sun.

Spare Us From This!*
A story tells us of an Army air cadet who was clubbed into un-

consciousness by a military policeman. He was clubbed, the story says,
because he was not breaking rocks fast enough” while serving a sen-

tence at hard labor, following a court martial “for putting his hands in
his pockets when he was supposed to be standing at attention.”

Every nation in history, that has maintained a large standing
army or a large army of reservists, via the conscription method, has, at
the same time, created within that army another army of professional
militarists, ranging in rank from non-coms up to officers of the gen-
eral staff. This inner army, in time, developed a contempt for—or,
at best, a disinterest in—all things non-military, including civilians,
which changed the entire pattern of life for the latter.

This inner army, by the very nature of its operations, developed
a callous indiffrence to the rights of the individual, and a brutal harsh-ness in punishing offenders, which eventually grew into a military code,
superseding even the civil law and fostering a type of brutal authority
exactly like that demonstrated in this case of the U. S. Army air cadet,
whose only crime, according to the story, was that he kept his hands
in his pockets.*

We don't believe for one minute that this deplorable and Nazi-like
incident is typical of U. S. Army military prisons, or that the military
policeman involved was acting in accordance with Army policy for the
treatment of military prisoners.

But it does, we believe, demonstrate one of the dangers of sadd-
ling the U. S. with a large peace-time military force, as provided for in
the compulsory military training law now before Congress. TheBrewery Worker.

Report From Rome
New Jersey s Senator Albert W. Hawkes took a trip to RomeItaly, recently, in company with some friends like Sen. Wheeler andSen. Capehart. At an American Red Cross Club there, addressing 250American servicemen, Mr. Hawkes took a little private poll on thequestion of finishing the job by fighting the Russians.” Mr. Wheeler,

:t is reported, was so incensed by the overwhelming rejection of WorldWar 111 by the men who had spent years fighting fascism and naziismthat he labelled them “Reds, Communists,” etc.
While a whole world, sick of barbarous wars, looks with hope and

yearning to San Francisco for a charter for world peace, Americansenators travel all the way to Europe to sow the seeds of hate, dis-trust and new conflicts. Men elected to the highest offices in the nationcn whose judgment depends the welfare of the people of a nation’
oemonstrate thus their complete irresponsibility.

Senator Hawkes, who has always voted against the interests oflarmers and workers, once more betrays his true nature. His constitu-ents must remember this. That even before the global war againstaggression and fascism has been completed, he tried to incite a newwar, this time against our great ally, the Soviet Union. In this new warrvho shall be the aggressor?—Eastern Union Farmer.

NONFRATERNIZATIQN POLICY
WEEDS AN OVERHAUL

Keegan said: “The Germans are
conquered people and have no
light to demand anything.”

Now it may be that all Germans
have forfeited their rights to
democratic privileges, but here
igain the quarantine causes us to
meet the wrong kind of Germans

Col. Keegan has installed as our
Puppet Minister President of Ba-
'aria one Friedrich Schaeffer, an

ally of Hugenberg’s reaction-
iry nationalist party, which open
y supported the Nazis.

And he has appointed as the
new Police President of Munich
me Col. Von Seisser, who stood
beside Hitler on the platform of
the Munich beer hall. Both ap-
pointments were made with the
ipproval of Cardinal Faulhaber—-

.one of the foremost foes of the
Weimar Republic.

Col. Keegan says they are “un-
political,” but strangely enough
the colonel is a former New York
City councilman, a henchman of
Boss Ed Flynn the same Ed
Flynn who has been making mys-
terious visits to the Vatican.

Nor is this all. A few weeks ago
in Cologne, some 5,000 members
of the outlawed Social Democrat
and Communist parties demon-
strated against our puppet burgo-
meister, claiming that he was fil-
ling all the offices with members
of his anti-Rusisan Catholic Center
party.

Mr. Truman must explain these
matters to Mr. Stalin when our
nonfraternization policy comes up
for discussion. The Russians per-
mit all anti-Fascist parties to
operate.

The difference seems to be that
the Russians fraternize with or-
dinary Germans. We encourage
our soldiers to fraternize with
streetwalkers, and * our generals
with politicians of easy virtue.


