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PRICE CONTROL IS STILL NEEDED
Because of much Congressional ballyhoo, some justified some not,

against administration blunders and abuses, the American consumers
are getting sold on the dangerous thought that price control and ra-
tioning regulations could, and should, be scrapped even without wait-
ing for V-J day.

We must, however, remember the basic reasons for rationing and
price control. Then, if we’re convinced that the need for the regula-
tions has passed, we can talk of going back to the law of supply and
demand.

Price control and rationing were established because war produc-
tion decreased the supply of foodstuffs and other consumer goods,
while bigger wartime incomes jacked up the demand. Without con-
arols, we consumers would have scrambled for the scarce commodities,
bidding up the prices in a sort of a nationwide auction sale where
each bidder had desperate need for each item offered for sale.

Now, after several years of war production and because of our
recently-contracted obligations to feed wartorn Europe (if we don’t
feed it, anarchy, chaos and revolution will follow), our consumers’
goods cupboard is barer than ever. And at the door of the near-empty
cuboard we the consumers await, most with war-savings-filled pocket-
books. If the cupboard is thrown wide open, you can imagine where
the prices would be in a very short time. That, friends, would be run-
away inflation.

Not only do we need price controls now, but every consumer must
help protect the structure from decay and internal collapse thru in-
creasing violations. OPA reports that over-ceiling sales prices, by
licensed stores as well as by out-and-out black marketeers, are al-
ready adding one billion dollars annually to our national food bill. If
such over-ceiling sales continue, and we the consumers condone them,
the price and rationing regulations will become meaningless. Inflation
will be on us in dead earnest, wiping out your war-savings in very
short order.

We wonder, Johnny Consumer, if you were so smart, from the
lunge-range point of view, when you paid that unreasonably high
price for that blackmarket quarter of beef-

We urge 100% cooperation in the current Grocer-Consumer Anti-
Inflation Campaign. To protect his postwar living standards and his
precious warsavings, every consumer should familiarize himself with
ceiling prices, and refuse to pay even one penny over them,—The Co-
operative Builder.

When Fmess Become a License to Cheat
Under any system of unenforceable laws, as demonstrated during

prohibition, a fine in court eventually becomes a license. The trick
of fining blind-tiger operators and gamblers so many times a year is
so old that nobody remembers when it started.

In the liquor trade it has prevailed since the Government started
taxing liquor. It was a recognized institution in Ohio 90 years ago
when that state had constitutional prohibition at the same time that
Cincinnati was becoming one of the greatest brewery cities in the
world.

Under O. P. A. burrocracy there were 18,000 convictions for
violating O. P. A. orders during 1944 in New York City. The average
line was around $lO to $2O. These fines were “recognized as a license
fee,’ according to Stanley Kretzer, who made a survey of the black-
market meat trade for .the New York Board of Trade.

There has been a 600-percent increase in the number of license:;
to meat slaughterers and wholesale dealers in the New York metro-politan area under O. P. A. All of which adds up to the unmistakablefact that the privileges enjoyed under the O. P. A. fine system pavhandsome dividends.—United Mine Workers Journal

It Is a Condition Which Confronts Us
By KENESAW M. LANDIS II

in The Chicago Sun
“It is a condition which con-

fronts us, not a theory,” said
Grover Cleveland in one of his
messages to Congress.

That’s the fix we’re in. We fight
a war in the name of democracy, j
and then sit by helplessly while
three men get in a room and di-
vide things up.

The same thing happened at the
end of World War I Wilson, Clem-
enceau and Lloyd George wrote
the peace treaty and Col. House
left us a word picture of their
secret sessions in the front room
of Wilson’s house in Paris.

“There one might have seen
President Wilson on all fours,
kneeling on a gigantic map spread
upon the floor and tracing with
his finger a proposed boundary,
other plenipotentiaries grouped
about him, also on all fours.

It was the same at the end of
the Napoleonic wars, when Castle-
reagh, Metternich and Alexander
met at Vienna to carve up Europe.
It has been the same all through
history.

We’re in much the same fix as
the Homans were in the turmoil fol-
lowing the death of Ceasar, when
Anthony, Octavius and Lepidus
met on an island at the confluence
of two rivers and divided three
continents between them.

For three days the Roman Big
Three met in a tent without wit-nesses, after submitting to a pre-
liminary search for concealed
weapons. Os course, the compari-
sion should not be carried too far.

It is not likely that Truman,
Stalin and Churchill find it ne-
cessary to frisk each other. Andthey have five continents to work
with instead of three; which should
give them a greater sense of res-
ponsibility.

But from a democratic stand-
point, we are not much better off.

Millions of men fought in the
European war, and whole peoples
were' engaged. Yet after all the
blood and suffering, three men
sit down at a table and bar the
door.

They let us know what they had

for lunch. The menu for the first
day included baked ham; fried
liver and bacon, smothered in
unions; julienne potatoes; creamed
spinach; string beans; jam, sliced
fruit, cookies, mints, candies and
cigars.

And correspondents are allow-
ed to tell us about the mobile re-
frigerators provided for the Big
Three, giving them access to iced
melons, berries, tomatoes, lettuce
hearts, and a varied choice of fresh
meat.

This information is better than
nothing, and may give new hope
to the starving people of the li-
berated countries. But it is not all
that we fought for.

Here is the final argument
against war as a method of settling
disputes. Wars may be democratic,
but there never has been a demo-
cratic peace.

Here is the final argument for
an effective international organi-
zation to keep the peace and settle
the affairs of nations. It is the last
frail hope of the peoples of the
earth.

PUBLIC IS "GYPPED"
ON SPURIOUS PEARLS

The Federal Trade Commision
charged that a dozen business men
and firms in New York, Chicago
and other cities import imitation
pearls from Japan and Spain, and
use various tricks to hide their
foreign origin.

Thus these importers, and re-
tailers who sell the imitations, pass
them off as real pearls and fool
the public, the commission said.

It added that “many of the pub-
lic have a decided preference for
products of American manufacture
instead of Japanese origin.”

That is a masterpiece of under-
statement.

DIE NATURALLY
An English tourist traveling in

the north of Scotland, far away
from anywhere, exclaimed to one
of the residents:

Why, what do you do when any
of you are ill? You can never get
a doctor.”

“Nae, sir,” replied Sandy. “We’-ve just to dee a natural death.”
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UNIONS HELP YOUR CHILDREN, TOO
Dixie Organization Issues Pamphlet Detailing What
Organized Labor Is Doing to Advance the South
One of the best pamphlets to have crossed this editor’s desk on the

ideals and objectives of trade unionism has just come from an organi-
zation outside of the union movement—the Southern Conference for
Human Welfare.

A few prominent Dixie unionists are officers of the Conference,
but in the main it is composed of progressive educators, ministers
editors and others, dedicated to the advancement of the South.

They believe that one of the most effective means of achieving
such advancement is a strong labor movement, and the pamphlet just
published is devoted to telling why.

It bears the arresting title of "For Your Chlidren, Too”—and, with
the help of lavish illustrations of young tots, pounds home the point
that unions, in fighting to bring about higher standards, are benefiting
children most of all, helping to build a fuller, better, happier life
for them.

Keynote of the message is that: ‘‘Labor people, millions
of people, working together to improve living conditions for them-
selves and their children—and for you and your children, too.”

* * *

At the outset the pamphlet punctures propaganda spread labor-
hating organizations, such as Dixie’s own miscalled "Christian Amer-
ican Association,” that unionists at home have let down their brothers
overseas by constant strikes.

"Only one-tenth of 1 per cent of mhn-hours in the United States
has been sacrificed during this war because of trikes,” the pamphlet
declares. "Our soldiers know that war workers and farmers at home
are doing their utmost to keep them supplied with the materials for
victory.

"Besides, 3,000,000 of our fighting men are themselves loyal union
members. * * * They know organized labor is behind them.”

The pamphlet takes a blast, too, at those why try to pit farmers
against workers.

"All workers, whether they come from the farm or not, appreciate
ihe problems of the former,” the document points out. "They know
that when they can’t buy food, the farmer suffers; and that when the
farmers suffers, they can’t buy the products they make.

* * *
-

A graphic account is also carried of how the "labor unions work
for the South”—in seeking to bring more industries to Dixie; in trying
to raise wages so as to boost the standards of all; in opposing freight
late discriminations against the South; in struggling for better schools,
'.or decent housing, adequate hospitals and health centers.

* sjs

Also, unions are pictured as in the forefront of the battle to reduce
exploitation of young children in Southern factories.

"American labor unions have always helped lead the fight against
the use of children in industry,” the pamphlet makes clear. "The
children who have been exploited, who are still exploited, are their
children. There are tens of thousands of Southern children who have
too little school and no play. * * * Labor unions are champions of the
cause of equal educational opportunities for all children.

* * *

“The objectives of our leading labor unions and their elected
leaders are the objectives of nearly all good Americans,” the pamphlet
concludes.

"Tomorrow’s world—the world of our children will depend in
large measure on our protection of the rights of labor organizations in
pursuit of our common goals.”

"If you are a worker, join the union. Unions work for you and
your children, too.”

* * *

LABOR congratulates the Southern Conference of Human Welfare
for a job well done. Its pamphlet should be read far and wide, above
and below the Mason-Dixie Iine.—LABOR, Washington, D. C.

WHAT ABOUT PRICES OF
OF FURNITURE AND
CLOTHING?

During the heat of Congression-
al oratory on the food situation
Rep. Charles LaFollette (R., Ind.)
gained the floor to remind his
colleagues that food was not the
only price gouge that was taking
toll of the public purse. LaFol-
'ette pointed out that the prices of
clothing and furniture had gone
up “away out of line” and that
nothing had been done about it.
“It has been the policy to talk
about food’,, he asserted. “I want
to know what has happened to the
retail price and the wholesale price
of clothing that people put on their

backs, which have gone out of line
compared with any cost of food.”

wiuow RUN-
WHAT TO DO

UAW-CIO Local 50 has a plan.
The fabulously expensive Willow
Run bomber plant can be used for
the nation’s military deployment
problem, for railroad equipment
and housing. It answers Henry
Ford’s statement that Willow Run
can be considered expendable.

The plan was drafted by Walter
P. Ruether, vice president of the
union who declared that use of
former wartime facilities under
the proposal would provide a min-
imum of six million jobs.

IN THE WIND
From THE NATION

Under the OPA-WPB low-cost
clothing program, manufacturers
are required to pre-ticket certain
garments *with their ceiling prices.
The tickets are there, but in many
cases they are hard to find. Some-
times they are hidden under the
size labels, and sometimes they are
sewn inside a seam in such away
that the customer must turn the
garment inside out in order to see
them.

The New York Daily Mirror
(Hearst) devoted its editorial on
July 3 to the Nation Associates’
dinner for Thomas Mann. It seems
the affair was part of a plot to
make the United States join Rus-
sia in a war against England.

The War Department will re-
lease 10,000 light and 20,000 me-
dium trucks for sale to farmers.

Reverse Lend-Lease from France
in the year after the Normandy
invasion amounted to $400,000,-
000.

At the annual commencement
day luncheon of the University of
California Alumni Association,
June 23, the guests brought their j
own lunches. A good time was j
had by all.

Headlin in the Santa Monica,
California, Evening Outlook for
June 12: ‘ Racketeers Plan to Milch
Public Better Business Bureau
Leads in Campaign.”

Legislativo memo: H. R. 776,
which would make it possible for
Filipinos to become American citi-
zens, has been passed by the House
and is now in the Senate Commit-
tee on Immigration, headed by
Walter Franklin George of Geor-
gia.

A soldier just in from Italy
brings this story. The American
ambassador, Alexander C. Kirk,
gave a reception in Rome for
jmembers of, the staffs of Yank
Istars and Stripes, and the Amer-
ican Expeditionary (radio) Sta-
tion. He told a soldier connected
with the station, “Broadcasting is
one of the things that will survive
the war.” The soldier said, “Soap
opera will die with us,” and the
Ambassador replied, “J. manufac-
ture soap.”

The famous Anglo-Egyptian cen-
sorship is still doing the things
that made it famous. There are
some of the instructions it issued
o the Egyptian press on June 4:
‘lt is forbidden: (1) to mention
the visit of the Minister of the U.
3. S. R. to the Egyptian Prime i
Minister and the note relative to 1
the Russian point of view on the;
questions of Syria nad the Leba-!
non; .... (4) to mention any state-
ment attributed to General Paget;
(5) relative to the declaration
made on the third of this month
by the president of the Syrian
Chamber to the journalists gather-
ed at the Lebanese Legation in
Cairo, to mention (a) that the 1
British have given 5,000 rifles to!
the Syrians and (b) that they have ;
given 35,000 tons of wheat to the
Syrians . . .”

If there is sufficient demand, the
United Nations Information Organ-
ization and the Library of Con-
gress will publish the official do-
cumentation of the San Francisco
conference. The documents will
fill 12,000 pages, and it is planned
to publish them in eight volumes.
Inquiries should be addressed to
the Secretary General, United Na-
tions Information Office, 610 Fifth
Avenue, New York 20, N. Y.

SUGARLESS DAYS AHEAD
The sugar shortage is now mov-

ing in on us and will reduce net
total 1945 sugar supply for Ameri-

(an families 1,154,000 tons under
he supply for 1944, according to a

statement by Representative An-
derson, the newly appointed Sec-
retary of Agriculture, who has
directed the House committee’s
investigation into the sugar short-
age and the OPA’s inefficiency as
regards sugar control.

That’s a lot of sugar! It was
scarce enough in 1944, but this

j year we will have only four spoon-
fuls where we had five last year,
and we have already eaten and
used up more than half of the
scant supply available for 1945.

HAPPY VOYAGE
New Misionary—Can you tell

me what became of my predeces-
sor?

Cannibal Chief—He made a trip
! into the interior.

REALTORS BLOCK SLUM
CLEARANCE PROGRAM

For half a century we have been
fervently debating the durability
of wiping out the slum areas which
disfigure our cities, small as well
as large. Unfortunately, we have
done precious little to solve the
problem.

And yet slum clearance should
be one of the cornerstones of our
program for full employment after
the war.

Replacing our slums with houses
fit for human habitation would

' guarantee a job to every building
I tradesman in the country and

would stimulate business and em-
* ployment in every other industry.

The real estate dealer—he gen-
* erally calls himself a realtor—iss mainly responsible for our failure

to intelligently handle this vital
’ reform. Os course, he is backed

by the landowner. They seem de-
-5 termined that nothing shall be

done unless they are permitted to
supervise the job and collect ex-
orbitant profits. If they have their

II way, the slums will remain with
b us and building will be confined

to suburban “developments” which
p afford the realtor and the land-

owner the best opportunity to

POSTWAR ANTI-UNION DRIVE IS ON
Rep. John E. Rankin, Mississippi Democrat, is the sponsor of a

dangerous and clever plan to pit war veterans against American
workers. In effect, it is a scheme to divide and conquer the working
cless and, as such, will merit thet approval and support of the big busi-
ness interests who are spending millions of dollars to advance their
plan for postwar clas control.

The Rankin bill would make it possible for war veterans to get
jobs in any plant without joining a union or paying dues,, despite
a closed shop or a maintenance of membership contract even if the
latter has been ordered by the National War Labor Board.

Designed deliberately to create a split between the worker and
the ex-serviceman, the measure provides that “not withstanding any
other provision of law or any contract or agreement, no veteran
shall be required as a condition of employment, to be or become a
member of, or to maintain membership in, any labor organization
club, association, or other organization, or, as a non-member thereof,
to make any payments thereto in the form of dues, assessmentscharges, contributions or other payments.”

Any veteran, under the bill’s provisions, could obtain an injunc-
tion from a federal court to enforce the union-busting provisions. The
bill would nullify much of the Wagner labor relations act.

Whatever action Congress may take on the Rankin measure,
workers had better understand that this attack upon organized labor
is only the beginning of a campaign that is certain to be intensified
after the war ends and when jobs become a pressing persorfal problem
with many veterans and stay-at-home workers.

We believe that all workers, whether union or non-union, should
try to understand the real significance of the Rankin bill and take steps
to make postwar America a nation of producers who are united, secureand free. And we can offer no better defense against the attack which
lies ahead than political organization of workers in a party of their
own with a program, not of class collaboration, but of united attack

j against the capitalist private-profit system.
Surely, most Americans want to be free. But capitalism cannot

| live unless workers are subdued to the will of the employing class and
moulded to the pattern of human exloitation. The big danger of theRankin proposal is that it fits well with the needs of capitalism. Amer
ica s workers can reject Socialism and conform to the profit economy
only by wearing the chains that Rankin and others are forging forthem now.—Reading Labor Advocate.

"GENERAL IKE" SAID IT
We offer for the record some very important words uttered byGeneral Eisenhower on June 19, in the course of a welcome-homecelebration in New York City.

Said “General Ike”:
“If we are going to live the years of peace, we must be strong

and we must be ready to cooperate in the spirit of tolerance and forfearance. It isn’t enough that we device every kind of internationalmachinery to keep the peace. We must also be strong ourselves. Weak-
ness cannot cooperate with anything. Only strength can cooperate.”

Well, what do those words mean? And what do they imply as to
the past as well as to the future?

They mean, do they not, that WE are largely to blame for the
met that World War I was followed by jealousy, economic rivalry
treaty-breaking and World War II?

For weren’t we Americans the strongest people on earth when
the first World War ended? And if only the strong have the POWER
to cooperate and build for peace, isn’t that also the task and the RESPONSIBILITY of the strong?

Yes, it mattered what we did all anong the line that lead fromslaughter to slaughter. What WE did is what caused strife betweennations and brought calamity to millions of people. We wrote the
rui^s—we and the few other peoples who boast of their “democracy”and “fairness.” We were the only people strong enough to write them

Back in the year 1919 we had our chance to “cooperate” and todevise international machinery to keep the peace. But we muffed thatchance because we just wouldn’t do the things that “cooperation” and“peace” mean. We muffed it because we rejected democratic Socialismand insisted upon marching forward into history under the banner
of a class society and a profit economy.

We Socialists were among those who warned at that time thatworld capitalism would destroy human liberty and again drench thei earth with blood- But world capitalism it had to be. And /so we had
| to pay the penalty. So, too, it was and is that we cannot escape theburden of blame that must fall only upon those who were strongenough to head the world toward cooperation and peace.

Soon we and the other victors of this war will again have our
opportunity. War will end and strong nations again will draw the linethat the world must take. What will that line be?

If it is the line of class exploitation, private profit and internaI tional injustice, then We, the strong, will be responsible when, in an-i other generation or less, millions of little people again will be forced
! to fight and die.

How many of those cheered “General Ike” understood his
message? Perhaps he himself, did not fully realize its implicationsWhat it meant was that, if new dictators arise to destroy liberty andpeace, those who are strong today will be responsible. But it also meansthat those who were strong in 1919 are responsible for the presentwaste of life and treasure. And that means—US! Reading LaborAdvocate.

satisfy their greed. The Union
Leader, Chicago.

DRUG FROM GRASS IS
CALLED A "MIRACLE"

Another medical “miracle” has
been developed out of wartime ne-
cessity. A young doctor at Winter
General Army Hospital, Philadel-
phia, is reported by the Kansas
Medical Society to have obtained
from cuttings from the hospital
lawn a drug which “is one of the
most potent ever discovered in the
healing of wounds.”

“From all indications,” the re-
port added, “it will cause a sen-
sation in the medical profession
when it has been perfected. The
doctor is now preparing gn article
about it for medical magazines
and it is scheduled for publication
in the near future.

THE PURPOSE
We are blind until we see
That in the universal plan
Nothing is worth the making
If it does not make the man.

1 Why build these cities glorious
I If man unbuilded goes?
i In vain we build the world

Unless the builder also grows.
> —Edwin Markham


