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WORKERS MAY STRIKE NOW
Already, with the war only a few weeks over, the government

has abandoned all controls over workers. Employes of private industry
may strike if they wish—and there will be none to brand them as “un-
patriotic.”

Wonderful, isn’t it, how speedily liberty is returned to the workers
-—after the need for human labor gets back to normal . . . and after
the employing class can pick and choose and fire workers?

Well, it’s just as we predicted. When the ■workers have the ad-
vantage the government is used to hold labor in check. But when the
owners have labor over a barrel workers may do as they darn please
and freedom may ring!

We have learned to place a very low'value upon the right to strike
during periods of job shortages. For that matter, we don’t think work-
ers should return to the old-fashioned strike at all.

Where we would like to see American workers do their striking
is at the ballot box—the way their British brothers did at the last elec-
tion. Our idea is that the time has come to stop griping about what
the owners of industry do and start laying plans to discharge the

• owners.
That’s why we are forever urging that the basic industries of the

nation should be made the property of all the people.
So long as the job is owned by somebody else workers will have

to live as the owners dictate; strikes never altered that fact much.
Now that job shortages loom directly ahead, freeing workers from
government control, means only that they must fight against boss
control. And so long as the means of life are owned by somebody else
workes just can’t -be truly free.—Reading Labor Advocate.

A. F. of L Sectarianism
Seldom has the top American Federation of Labor hierarchy

shown more shortsighted sectarianism than in its stubborn refusal to
affiliate with the new World Federation of Trade Unions.

It is a matter of “principle,” says President William Green, be-
cause Russian unions aren’t “free” and because the World Federation,
furthermore, has admitted the C.1.0., which the A.F.ofL. considers
a “dual” movement.

Yet labor statesmanship surely would require the closest co-
operation between A.F.ofL. and C.1.0. when no direct, clashes of in-
terest are involved. Both groups are going concerns, and it is as foolish
for the A.F. of L. to stand aloof from a world organization, simply be-
cause the C. 1.0. is in it, as it would be to refuse to join C.1.0. spokes-
men on the War Labor Board.

As for the Russians, their whole structure of society differs in
many ways from ours, but these differences cannot be allowed to
prevent close collaboration in all types of world organization—for in-
ternational law, for the control of Axis countries, for social, economic
and educational development. For the A.F. of L. to sit outside the World
Federation deprives America of part of its trade-union voice in feder-
ation councils and deprives the A.F.ofL. of the mutual benefits of the
federation’s work.—The Chicago Sun.

Shall We Save Europe?
Coal Administrator Harold Ickes is pleading for shipment of six

million tons of coal to Europe to prevent anarchy, freezing to death
and starvation among Europe’s near-helpless millions.

Mr. Ickes wants that six million tons shipped as soon as possible,
and in the next breath, tells Americans to look for a tremendous coal
shortage.

Shall we save Europe, at the risk of a coal famine ourselves?
At the present rate of production, six million tons of coal repre-

sents one per cent of our total output. If that small amount of coal
makes such a tremendous difference in the United States, then it’s
about time we do something about it.

By all means ship coal to Europe, and if Europe needs sixty
million tons, the American coal digger will produce it, if given the
opportunity.

As to a coal scarcity in this country, that is a question on which
there seems to be some doubt. will be enough coal to go around!
if the operators will permit the miners to dig it, and if the railroads
will provide enough cars to move it to market.

Whatever may be the question involved in the coal situation—-
one thing is clear. The miner is ready, willing and able to produce,
and only the apparent helplessness of the federal government in getting
the operators working on the problem seems to be the mud in the

‘ water.—The Progressive Miner.

AFTER THE MIGHT OF CELEBRATION ..

By RAYMOND HOFSES, Editor, Reading Labor Advocate
THIS IS WHITTEN on the

morning after the night of cele-
bration. A few hours ago the peo-
ple for whom these words arc be-
ing typed went on an emotional
spree. They became drunk with
joy and elation because Japan had
finally said'‘ uncle.” They crov/ded
the streets and flung confetti in
the faces of strangers. They ran
overloaded automobiles up and
down the streets and weakened
the batteries in their cars by
ceaseless blowing of horns. Most
people laughed easily, but a few
shed tears some were tears of
joy that sons, brothers, husbands
and sweethearts were safe after
years of worldwide slaugther:
others wept because loved ones
never would meturn. Saloons and
clubs were closed, but a few fore-
handed individuals who had sup-
plied themselves with bottled
cheer were ab4e to get mildly and
pleasantly tipsy.

• THE CARNIVAL MOOD is still
on and it’s difficult to talk about
serious things. Fortunately, it’s
posible to be both serious and
hopeful, and there are some things
to be hopeful about.

High government authorities
who refuse to be quoted give the
discouraging prophecy that there
will T>e 8,000,000 unemployed in
America by Christmas. Perhaps
they’re right. But the hopeful
thing is that they need not be
right. ’

With right purposes and right
management there can be lesswork for everybody but no unem-
ploymen for anybody. Os course,

that happy condition cant’ be
achieved if the PURPOSE is to
produce profits for a favored
class; we'll have to have a Socialst
purpose and democratic manage-
ment to make that posibility
come true. But it CAN be done!

i HERE ARE SOME who speak
gloomily of job riots and bread
lines.

Such fears are sheer nonsense—-
if the American people will it
otherwise. Now that the war is
over there is no reason why every
American should not have abund-
ance and security.

It s silly to fear about poverty
now—after all the waste of war is
at an end. Why, millions yes,
millions!—of workers who haven’t
been doing a single useful thing
can now turn their muscles and
their brains io the job of produc-
ing the food, clothing and com-
fortable homes that people need
for health and happiness. Yes,
those millions who have been mak-
ing things for destruction, miseryand death can now make other
things for happiness and life. War
workers alone, freed to produce
useful wealth for themselves andtheir fellow men can shatter pov-
erty as completely as an atom
bomb can shatter a Japanese city.

But we’ll have to “plan it that
way.”

WE WONT be doing what we
CAN do if we permit a few owners
to tell us when we shall work and
when we shall not . .

. or if the
purpose of work is to produce
profits for those owners. We’ll
need to go about it the Socialist
way— we’ll have to make human
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The Enslaved Peoples
Are Liberated

By JOSEPH DRASLER
(Formerly an Associate Editor of Proletarec)

Continued)
One afternoon in Erfurt, just as

we were cleaning out the last
snipers in the town, I happened to
meet a Slovene for the first time;
he was from Ljubljana. It so hap-
pened that a few burp guns were
still firing on us from the factories
where these slave laborers v/ere
sweating it out for the Nazis, and
among them was Janez. We finally-
got them out of the underground
floor and the passage-ways con-
necting the factories, along with
about a hundred civilians who
were the slave-drivers in the shops.
When we marched them down the
street to headquarters the workers
went wild with joy, and we
couldn't control them from throw-
ing stones or sneaking up and
giving their former bosses a kick
in the pants. Thats how I came to
spot Janez, who swore in Slovenian
when he delivered the kick. For
the next twenty-four hours while
we were busy cleaning out the rest
of the city, these half-starved
workers went on a wild rampage
in search for food. They broke into
a couple of large warehouses which
must have been stocked to the
rafters with food for the German
army. They hauled food out of the
warehouses all that afternoon and
night . . . and WHAT a liberation
party they made of it! Every avail-
able cart and wagon was pressed
into service—everyone was hilari-
ously busy hauling food sluff—-
some would be carrying half a hog
over the shoulder and pushing a
wagon full of preserves at the
same time, another would be roll-
ing along a big roll of cheese as
large as an automobile tire. Every-
body was overloaded and in their
haste kept dropping the stuff along
the road. It was really something
of a tragic comedy. By the time the
army decided to post a guard on
the place, everything had been
carried off. I imagine for the next
month or so the liberated peoples
ate like they hadn’t in all the years
of enslavement put together. The
Slovene from Ljubljana was in this
mad rush for the warehouse food,
and under the circumstances, I
wouldn’t want to detain him any
longer than I did, even though we
both had much to say to each
other. We moved before I had time
to visit him at his barracks.

We were dashing across the
country at this time, and it wasn’t
until we got into Vocklabruk that
I got time to locate any of our
people again. We stayed in this
town during the week that VE Day
was declared, guiding the German
prisoners to our prison camps.
They came in by thousands every

welfare, not private profits, the
PURPOSE of human activity—if
we want to escape the terrors that
gloomy prophets are showing us.

day, and our hands were full. How-
ever, one day I met a Slovene
family here by the name of Volk,
also from Gorica; they were doing
forced labor but they were living
in a house instead of barracks.
They told me about the hard work
they had to do, the poor living
conditions and starvation diet.
“Everything for the war effort,”
their foreman kept shouting at
them, and they had to keep on
working even when exhausted and
sick. When anyone dropped at their
machines the foreman kicked at
them until they got up and went
to work again. One morning Mr.
Volk and two other Slovene friends
and a Serbian came over and asked
me to go up to a store in the town
and help them get some clothes,
the German merchant had been
charging them outrageous prices
for the poorest quality articles, so
we decided this would be the op-
portunity to square matters up a
little. The store was closed, but a
couple bangs with the butt of a
rifle soon brought him to the door.
The boys each got a complete out-
fit plus clothes for their families
without charge. It sure was swell
to see them so happy over their
new possessions, and their appre-
ciation kept me saying to' them—-
'to ni ni6, to ni nic”, over and

over again.
From Vocklabruk we went

into the Alps to clean out pockets
of SS stroops still offering resist-
ance. In Mauterndorf, before meet-
ing the English army, I again met
quite a few Slovenes who were all
ready to start homeward trek, but
who were afraid of the SS troops
in the mountains. The next day,
after I asured them there were no
German troops left anywhere, they
started off—with high spirits for
the moment, anticipating their re-
turn to their homeland. But like
all the rest of the refugees I talked
to, none of them knew what to ex-
pect when they arrived home . . .

would there be any family left
any home?

One of the first questions these
people would ask was—“when will
we be able to start home?” They
had been told by our military gov-
ernment that they must stay where
they are until transportation can
be arranged for them. But now
that the war was over, they were
too restless and anxious to get
started toward their native lands
to delay any longer. I told them
about the roadblocks we had in
practically every town where all
were stopped to have passes check-
ed, and it was useless to start out
without one of these passes from
the town in which they had work-
ed. In most cases they were able
to get a pass easily enough through
our military set-up, and as soon as
they got them, they were on their
way home. Most of these workers

IN THE WIND
From THE NATION

GET TOGETHER, BOYS: Char-
les W. Kellogg, president of the
Edison Electric Institute, told the
New York Times on August 8 that
atomic energy would have little
effect on the electric light and
power industry, since its fuel costs
were relatively small anyhow, and
intimated that prices would not be
materially reduced. In the same
story an unidentified “representa-
tive of the electric companies” was
quoted as asking, “What’s the use
of the government embarking od
further expensive hydro-electric
projects when the future of power
production is about to be revolu
tionized?”

P. T. WONG, an American of
Chinese descent and a veteran of
World War 11, recently tried to
buy a laundry at 3325 Geary
Boulevard, San Francisco. He met
the requirements of the City
Health Department for operating
a laundry, and Dr. J. C. Geiger,
Health Officer, granted him a per-
mit. But the purchase was never
made, because the Geary Boule-
vard Merchants Association and
the Park-Presidio Improvement
Clob protested. The secretary of
the Club said it had “tried to keep
this a nice district,” and added,
“What’s Geiger trying to do, any-
way?” The secretary’s name is C.
E. Rankin.

A WASHINGTON FIRM of
speech-writers sends us a catalogue
of its wares. It features two “Spe-
cial Political Addresses: 1550
Anti-New Deal A sizzling ap-
praisal of the New Deal; facts,
humor, sarcasm. Over 3,000 words,
$3. 1551—Pro-New Deal The
other side of the question. Answer
to the critics. Campaign thunder
and lightning that really strikes.
$3. Both addresses for $5.”

READERS OF the Chicago Tri-
bune are best informed about
events in Washington and thruout
the world,” says the Chicago Tri-
bune, “because they read the dis-
patches of seasoned correspondents
who know how to get at the real
facts of the news and who write
from the American viewpoint.”

THIS IS FROM the JJuJne issue
of the Improvement Era, an official
publication of the Mormon Church:
'When our leaders speak, the thing
has been done. When they propose
a plan —it is God’s plan. When
they point the way, there is no
other which is safe. When they
give direction, it should mark the!
end of controversy. God works in
no other way.”

BURNS ENGLISH CLASS
The free English and Citizen-

ship Classes for men and women
in Chicago will open on September
sth at Burns School, Central Park
Avenue near 26th Street. These
classes meet on each Monday and
Wednesday afternoon at 1 o’clock
All men and women who wish to
study English or to prepare for
citizenship are welcome and urged
to enroll. If you are a beginner or
a more advanced student, the in-
struction will be suited to your
need. Come in to enroll on Monday
or Wednesday afternoon or for fur-
ther information call Village 4890.

JUST IN CASE
Just in case you have forgotten

the fact, remember this: The
American workman is the world’s
greatest producer.

Before and during the war, he
ranked 35 per cent better than the
Canadian; 155 per cent better than
the German; 180 per cent better
than the Russian or Briton, and
300 per cent better than the Jap.

If you want to know why the
Allies won the war, look at the
above production figures, which
are based on production per man
hour of work. —The Progressive
Miner.

2,000,000 JOBLESS
During the next 30 days con-

tract cutbacks will lift the number
of jobless workers to 2,000,00, ac-
cording to the War Manpower
Commission.

hadn’t heard from their families
or relatives during all the time
they were in Germany, anywhere
from a year to six years, and this
terrible, uncertain silence was a
constant torment, in addition to
their back-breaking toil and star-
vation. You can well imagine a
spot these people hold in their
heart for the German.

(To be continued.)

WHY READERS DON'T
FOLLOW THE PRESS

The editor of the Toronto (Can-
ada) “Star” has no illusions con-
cerning the “power of the press.”
It has almost totally disappeared
in political campaigns, he says, and
he gives some of the reasons.

He notes that from 70 to 80 per
cent of the daily newspapers of
the United States opposed Roose-
velt’s election; that in Canada a
majority of the dailies were against
Premier Mackenzie King’s Liberal
government, but it was returned
to power; and that the Labor party
swept Great Britain with only one
daily boosting its cause.

“The fact is,” holds the Toronto
editor, “that in all three countries
—Canada, the United States and
Britain—the majority of the press
supported views which were no
longer acceptable to the majority
of the electors. In many cases they
are even more anti-reform than
the published programs of their
own parties.”

Explaining why newspapers art
“anti-reform” the editor says
“The fact is, that great newspaper;
are now Big Business. It used tt
be that a man who could raise i
moderate amount of money coulc
start a newspaper in a large citj
with some hope of success. That i:
no longer the case.”

So, “more and more the voter
are thinking for themselves. Les
and les they are inclined to takt

Atom Is Harnessed; Who Will Benefit?
Discovery May Mean Ultimate Abolition of Human
Drudgery, But It May Be Used to Further
Exploit the People
The Japanese were not the only people shocked by the “atom

bomb.”
It also shocked the army “brass hats” who have been trying to put

over peacetime conscription before the end of the war. The old-style
army their draft scheme envisions looks futile and outdated by bombs
which can wipe out whole armies, cities, and even nations.

Also shocked were the professional militarists of all countries. Even
they must begin to realize that scientists are becoming at least as im-
portant as generals and admirals, and that war is too dangerous a game
for the world to play any longer.

❖ * Sje

All thoughtful people were startled but hopeful, about the future
vistas opened by the bomb. Does it mean that—sooner or later—hard
labor will be abolished, and human beings set free to guide the enor-
mous forces loosed from atoms?

Or will those forces be locked up by some “super-trust” to throw
millions out of jobs and roll up fabulous profits?

In war, who will control these irrestible forces—the people or
some tyrant armed with power undreamed of by Caesar, Napoleon
or Hitler?

Fortunately, as the discovery comes first in America, the answers
to these portentous questions are still in the people’s hands.

* * *

Despite the pages of information published this week about the
bomb and its atoms, anyone unfamiliar with the subject has only hazy
ideas about what it means and how it works. No one can hope to clear
up the mystery by a few words, but several simple facts may help.

Until recent years, scientists thought that, if you split iron, copper
or some other “element” down to its smallest particles, you got atoms,
so small you could not see them, but solid “matter.” These were con-
sidered unchangeable, and the scientists laughed at the old “alchemists”
who dreamed of changing other elements into gold.

* sis *

Then a series of amazing discoveries revealed that atoms are made
up of “positive” and “negative” electricity, with practically nothing
solid in them. The simplest atom is that of hydrogen, a gas.

The hydrogen atom is made up of one “electron” charged with
negative electricity and one “proton” of positive electricity, with space
between them. The electron revolves around the proton, like the earth
around the sun.

If the proton were enlarged to the size of a buckshot, the electron
enlarged in the same proportion would be the size of a 20-foot balloon.
The distance between then would be as far as from Washington to
New York.

Other atoms, such as the uranium atoms used for the new bombs,
are likewise mostly space, but have more electrons and protons than
hydrogen.

* ❖ ❖

Thus the “solid” atoms, and the “solid” earth made of them, are
found to be made of empty space and “energy” in the form of positive
and negative electricity.

Some of this energy is released when an atom explodes, as in the
bomb, and atoms of a different kind are formed. The alchemist’s dream
comes true—not to produce gold—but death and destruction. Perhaps
gold can be produced later, and it will become so plentiful nobody will
want it.—Labor, Washington, D. C.

The Real War Is Only Beginning!
Contrary to the social myth so assiduously spread by the agencies

of propaganda, the war period is NOT a period of testing of man’s
courage. On the contrary—war is a period when man’s cowardice—and
not his courage—is paramount.

Millions of men surrender their lives and liberties to the brass
hats, not because they are brave, but because they are cowardly! Too
cowardly to have an opinion. Too cowardly to express that opinion!

Millions of morons have joined ersatz “unions,” not because they
had any idea, any faith in unions, but because they hadn’t guts enough
to resent a shakedown!

Even among the few thousand men in this country who in the
past have earned the right to call themselves “union” men, the war
period is a time when their cowardice—and not their courage—is the
determining factor in their actions. Men who, in “normal” times would
have fought braverly and well for long-established union standards,
have, during this war period, allowed the employing class to junk
conditions and standards which have cost thousands of hours of heart-
aches to establish.

The war is now ended! The period of man’s cowardice is finished.
We face the most damnable “peace” in the history of the world, and
it will take men and women of guts—real honest to mackinaw guts
—to make this “peact” endurable to mankind!—lndustrial Worker.

WHY NOT ELECT
FEDERAL JUDGES?

Former Congressman Harry
Sauthoff of Wisconsin is respons-
ible for the congressional inquiry
which drove Judge Albert John-
son of Pennsylvania off the Fed-
eral bench.

Now, Mr. Sauthoff renews the
suggestion, often advanced by far-
seeing Progressives, that Federal
judges be made elective for a limit-
ed term. It’s an excellent idea.,
and if we had more men like Harry
Sauthoff in Congress, it could be
put over.

Almost from the beginning of
this government, the Federal judi-
ciary has stubbornly advanced the
interests of special privilege. Os
course, there have been exceptions,
but in this case, as in many others,
the exceptions only prove the rule.
—Labor.

SANK'S PROFITS SOAR
Twer,ty-one Washington banks

ncreased their profits 62 per cent
iuring the first six months of
1945, the Controller of the Cur-
•ency reports.

Having saved the world for de-
mocracy, it will be up to the vic-
tor nations to save democracy for
the world.

idvice from quarters which they
io not regard as disinterested.”—

Labor.


