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THE PARADE STARTS !N DETROIT
With the end of the war it immediately became apparent that

“free enterprise” would be just as incapable of supplying a good life
for workers in peacetime as it was both incapable and unwilling to
furnish the nation’s war needs. Cancellation of war orders and dismis-
sal of war workers immediately produced an unemployment situation,
and the class conflict, held in check by the pressure of war and the
controls of the Roosevelt administration, began to seethe once more.

It is the fact that, while the parade of contending factions is
starting in Detroit, all over the nation there are smaller contingents
of unemployed and dissatisfied workers who are ready to fall in line.

Truly, the “free enterprise” economy—which Roosevelt, with the
cooperation of workers, tried so hard to preserve—is going to pot.

What will happen if a new army of unemployed is permitted to
develop? Will the government again be used to take up the slack by
acting as a handout and boon-doggling agency? Or will legislation be
enacted to reduce the 1 working hours of everybody to a point where
all able and willing workers can be employed?

What will happen if wages are increased to meet the demands ol
the workers? Will the government subsidize private industry so that
it can pay the wages and still compete with cheaper foreign products?

What will happen if wage levels are not boosted? Can the gov-
ernment finance its huge foreign debt with a low national income?

As we ask the above questions we become conscious of two im-
portant circumstances.

One is that they are the same questions that were asked before
the New Deal was launched to beguile working people and save capital-
ism from the uncontrolled greed of competing capitalists.

The
#

other circumstance is that, no matter how the questions now
pressing for answers may be met, the new way of life will be the way
of government control and not the way of free enterprise.

Try as they may, the apologists for human exploitation and class
privilege cannot much longer conceal the fact that America, no less
than pre-war totalitarian nations, is heading toward a controlled and
planned economy. The future—the immediate future!—is going to
decide only how, by whom and to what ends government controls shall
be administered.

If private profits are to be the purpose sponsored by government,
then workers must be controlled in the service of owners.

If workers wish to have both plenty AND freedom, then they
must organize to control industry for the production of abundance
for use.

There is the alternative. It’s democratic Socialism or the exten-
lon of a war economy far into the future.

A VERY PROMISING RACKET
Our native Fascists have plans for veterans and are busy setting

out the bait. They count on doing a rushing business if and when mass
unemployment builds up among veterans a mass resentment against
society. Some of these plans were brought to the attention of the House
Committee on Un-American Affairs in a letter signed by Edward J.
McHale, executive secretary of the American Veterans’ Commitee. He
wanted certain organizations looked into because of their sponsorship
adn, in some cases, their stated aims. Here are a few:

The Servicemen’s Reconstruction League, sponsor Joe McWilliams;
The Nationalist Veterans of World War 11, sponsor Gerald L. K.

Smith;
The Protestant War Veterans, sponsor Edward J. Smythe;
The American Order of Patriots, Houston, Texas, labeled for Gen-

tiles only;
The St. Sebastian Brigade, sponsor Father Charles E. Coughlin;

The Miltary Order of the Liberty Bell, anti-Negro, anti-foreign.
Mr. McHale suggests that “unless their true aims are expossed to

public scrutiny, many service men may unwittingly fail prey at home
to the same principles and forces they fought against abroad.”—The
Nation

"Tedious Details"
Small investors should take a firmer (grip on their pocketbooks.

There is danger ahead! The National Industrial Conference Board asks
Hie Securities and Exchange Commission to modify its regulations so
officials and directors of corporations will not be compelled to give
their stockholders the “tedious details” of the business in which the
stockholders have invested their money.

That’s a nice idea. It reminds us of the days before the S. E. C.
was forced through Congress. The Insulls and the Hopsons were play-
ing all over the lot. They didn’t give their stockholders any “tedious
details.” They were too busy picking the stockholders’ pockets.

That’s what will happen again if the S. E. C. listens to the Na-
tional Industrial Conference Board. By the way, the board is financed
by many of the gentlemen who would profit from the policy it is ad-
vocating.—Labor.

New Cabinet Post
Urged for Health
And Welfare

Launching a sharp attack on
neglect of the “underprivileged
whose health and schooling would
disgrace the Hottentots, let alone
the United States,” the Committee
on Reorganization of Community
Services is advocating the estab-
lishment of a new Cabinet post to
increase the government’s work in
education, health and welfare.

The proposal, was made by Mrs.
Eugene Meyer, chairman of the
committee, at a conference of so-
cial workers studying the com-
munity problems arising from the
war. A detailed report on the pro-
posal is now being prepared. The
findings are based on observations
in war industry centers, all over
the country.

Mrs. Meyer declared that the
suggested Federal department
would help state and local agen-
cies by dynamic leadership and
financial aid and by setting stan-
dards 'bellow which no American
should be permitted to live.” To
make America “the strong, secure
nation we need,” she emphasized
that social and economis progress
must be linked together.

Describing the results of welfare
investigations at Southern ship-
yard communities, Mrs. Meyer said
workers were found who “were

almost completely worthless be-
cause of low health levels.” The
same conditions were seen in slum
areas and in trailer settlements
where migratory war workers
lived.

The social fears and racial con-
flicts caused by such environment
can be eliminated only by creating
community stability, said Mrs.
Meyer. Pointing to the dangers of
these large sections of the popula-
tion in the post-war period, she
urged that all community agencies,
both voluntary and governmental,
reform themselves for maximum
cooperation and service.

‘•Why not have a revolution from
above?” she asked. “Why leave it
to the fanatics?”

FARMS FOR "VETS"
It is estimated that 900,000 vet-

erans of this war wish to operate
farms of their own. Another half
million would like to be part-time
farmers.

Based on these estimates, the Na-
tional Planning Association has
recommended help for “more than
a million” veterans along agricul-
tural lines.

Soviet authorities estimate that
Berlin s population has shrunkfrom a total of 4,332000 in May,
1939, to approximately 2,784,000
at present. There were 1,035,000
men and 1,748,000 women in thecity in August.
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The Enslaved Peoples
Are Liberated

By JOSEPH DRASLER
(Formerly an Associate Editor of Proletarec)

ON THE MARCH WITH THE
LIVING AND DEAD

(Continued)

A few days before our boat, the
Citarnia, landed in Southampton,
we were given lectures on English
money and customs and all indica-
tions pointed to a few weeks stay
in England. The first three days
out of New York harbor we had
beautiful sailing weather and I be-
lieve we all enjoyed it as much
as was possible in views of our
mission. A G. I. orchestra was or-
ganized and played for us after-
noons and evenings. At night we
found our way through the black-
ed-out ship to the uper deck where
we sat around in the bright moon-
light, talking late into the night.
But the weather sudenly changed
and the howling, cold winds
caught up with us, and we soon
were miserable with sea-sickness.
The over-crowded, stuffy quarters
became littered with bleary-eyed,
sick men, who longed for solid
ground. It was a happy day when
we finally land after twelfe rug-
ged days and nights. Our convoy,
consisted over a hundred ships and
oil tankers, carrying all kinds of
vehicles, planes and materials of
war, and was escorted by a large
number of destroyers and three
plane carriers.

Our disappointment came the
night we hit Southampton and the
orders came for everyone to stay
aboard but the paratroopers. We
didn’t get to see England, and the
next morning we were transferred
to a smaller English boat, which
took us across the heavily mined
channel. The weather calmed
down upon our arrival, and we re-
loaded again into landing boats,
losing no time getting ashore. We
planted our feet on what seemed
to be ground, but sank knee-deep
into churned-up mud and sand,
and slopped through the same stuff
for a few hundred yards untill we
reached higher land. Vehicles of
all kinds plying back and forth
along the shore-line, moving hun-
dreds of tons of all kinds of war
material up to the front lines,
made the shore a sea of mud.

With heavy duffle bags slung
over our shoulders, we made our
way up o steep hill rising off the
beach. It was studde with blown-
up German pill-boxes and shell-
craters. I shal never forget the sad
sight that was soon before us—the
U. S. cemetery on Omaha Beach.
The sight stabbed us like a knife,
and our faces took a grim hue, as
we passed. We paid dearly for that
strip of land, and any high spirit
left among the men now changed
to sober thought this was war.
After trudging on a few more
miles in a drizzling rain, we pitch-
ed tents among the now famous
hedge-rows, out of which they were
still picking up dead Germans,

i Everything was mud, mud, mud.

The roads, narrow cut-out paths
scarcely wide enough for two jeeps
to pass, was heavily trodden by
countless number of troops on
their way up to the front. The end-
less rains poured down upon the
scene where we halted for our first
day on the beach, and we stood
in mud and water over our ankles.
When the order came to pitch tents
in this mud, we were dombfound-
ed, but one place was the same as
another, and we stayed here for
about a week, trying to keep dry
with improvised gasoline stoves
made out of ration cans. My buddy,
a photographer from New York,
got the bright idea of salvaging
a battery, some wire, a bulb and
reflector from a “duck” which had
been knocked-out while landing
troops on shore. There were about
fifty of these aqua-ducks scattered
on the beach with most of their
gas thanks still partly filled, so we
had enough gas to heat our tents
and rations. If ever a place smelled
of death, this Normandy country
did. For some reason, perhaps
dating back to a period in history
when the French land was equally
divided among the people, the land
is all criss-crossed by hedge-rows
with a deep trench along each row.
This made it, in away, suitable
for a battle-field, and made the
fighting terrible and costly. It was
a series of changes from one ma-
chine-gun infested hedgerow to
another. Some of these hedges
were so over-run with briers and
vines, it was impossible to locate
the men who died in them.

The same Normandy country-
side grows wild-looking apple trees
that produce abundance of small
green apples out of which the
French make their cognac. The
apples are heaped up in piles and
allowed to ferment on the ground
before taken to the distillery.
Green cognac proved fatal to many
a G. I. who drank it, not knowing
that is was poisonous.

We were glad to leave this part
of France, even though we were
moving up closer to the actual
fighting. We loaded on the “Red
Ball Express” one rainy morning-
and within five days of traveling,
mostly by night, we were on the
front lines. The "Red Ball Express”
was a fleet of two and a half ton
trucks that moved most of the
troops up while the railroads were
sufficiently repaired to handle
troop movements.

(To be continued.)

Her Ideal
A woman’s ideal man Is one

clever enough to make money and
foolish enough to spend it.

A revolution Is as natural a
growth as an oak. It comes out of
the past—Wendel Phillip*.

IN THE WIND
From THE NATION

LAISSEZ FAIRE: Daddy War-
bucks has suffered the slings and
arrows of reduced fortune during
the war. When asked by naive
little Orphan Annie why “some
papers and commentators” said
horrid things about him, “Daddy
answered, ‘Oh, I guess it was fash-
ionable to sneer at ‘big incomes’
. . . They fail to mention that most
of those big incomes go to pay
everybody’s bills, and make the
load lighter for everone else! I be-
lieve that the more a man makes
honestly, the mohe he helps this
country and everybody in it. . . .
What I think we need is a lot more
million-a-year men! Mighty little
they can keep anyway . . .”

DEFINITION: The Texas public
was further enlightened by this
maxim which appeared in the
Austin American on August 2:
“Anti-discrimnation means you can
force somebody to give you a job
if you’re one of a minority, but
otherwise you must take what is
left.”

V-W DAY: The Wall Street Jour-
nal is joyous over the surrender

—of the workers. In its issue of
August 23 front-page headlines
read: ‘Employers’ Turn; Workers
Accept End of Coast’s War-Boom
Employment Gracefully; Firms
Revel in Luxury of Insisting on
Competence; Youngsters Are Re-
sentful.” The article goes on to say:
“And except for the tantrums of a
few youngsters who never had to
hold a job under peace-time con-
ditions, labor is taking its new
status gracefully.”

CHALLENGE: A note by Walter
B. Pitkin in the recent book
“Population Roads to Peace and
War” says: “While the authors of
this book were correcting the gal-
ley proofs, in March, 1945, General
Charles de Gaulle appointed an
eight-man commission to add 12,-
000,000 babies to the population of
France within the next decade.”

GREAT FOOD CHAIN IS
FACING PROSECUTION

A. & P. Is a “Food-Selling
Monopoly,” According to
Department of Justice’s
Complaint
DANVILLE, 111. “Conspiracy”

to loot the housewife’s market
basket is charged by the Depart-
ment of Justice in a Federal court
suit here against the Great Atlantic
& Pacific Company, the largest
grocery chain.

The charges include price-fixing,
use of the chains great power to
obtain unfair discounts from pro-
ducers, misuse of profits to oper-
ate some stores at a loss until com-
petitors are driven from the neigh-
borhood, and, in general, a “con-
spiracy to effect a food-selling
monopoly.”

SCIENTISTS EXPOSE
VITAMIN FRAUD

Charges made here and there by
outspoken physicans that the man-
ufacture and distribution of vita-
mins has become a “racket” are
confirmed by experiments con-
ducted at Duke University.

At the request of army officials,
university scientists fed 200 per-
sons with vitamins daily for 30
days and reported that at the end
of that period no “appreciable”
change in their physical condition
was found.

That should be a lesson to mil-
lions of Americans who have
“fallen for” the ballyhoo of manu-
facturers. The production of vita-
min pills has become Big Business
—so big, indeed, that the Depart-
ment of Justice is prosecuting a
group of producers for monopol-
istic practices, including price fix-
ing.

In some cases vitamins have de-
finite value, physicians agree, but
millions who are taking them in
the mistaken notion that they in-
crease energy and bodily well-
being are simply throwing away
money. All such claims are so
much “hooey,” according to Duke
scientists, and now the Federal
Trade Commission has another job
—to drive the vitamin racketeers
and their noisy and generally
crooked propagandists from the
air and off the printed pages.—
Labor.

If you do what you should not,
you must bear what you would not.
—Ben Franklin,

‘STOO TRUE',
A rich man is one who isn't

afraid to ask the clerk to show
him something cheaper.

FEW LAWYERS
There is at least one stupendous

difference between the American
Congress and the new British
House of Commons. Both branches
of Congress are dominated over-
whelmingly by lawyers. The same
is true of practically every state
legislature.

In the Labor Party majority in
the new House of Commons all
classes are represented, but mem-
bers of trade unions predominate.

Trade unionists, 124; writers and
journalists, 48; municipal govern-
ment workers, 45; lawyers, 41;
busines men, 41; school masters,
34; doctors and dentists, 12; lead-
ers of the great cooperative socie-
ties, 12; university teachers, 10;
farmers, 4; civil service, 3; Free
Church ministers, 3, regular army
officers, 3; regular navy officers,
1; regular air officer, 1; peers, 2;
policeman, 1; miscellaneous pro-
fessions, 5.

There would be more farmers if
the soil in Britain were owned
more extensively by the men who
till it. Nevertheless, the Labor set-
up is a remarkable cross-section of
British life.

"TOMMYROT" AND "SHAME"
The British have a habit, at public meetings, of expressing their

reactions to a speaker’s words by cries of “Hear, hear,” if they approve
his statements, or of “No” or “Shame” if they disagree or disapprove.

George Meany, AFL secretary-treasurer, was therefore left in no
doubt as to the reactions of the delegates to the British Trades Union
Congress, whom he recently addressed.

According to the Associated Press report, his unmeasured attacks
on the CIO, the Soviet trade unions and the new world labor organiza-
tion drew shouts of “Tommyrot” and “Shame” from the Britsh union-
ists, in “the most tumultous sesison.”

British labor has had many opportunites during the war to learn
about the magnificent war record and progressive character of the CIO.
It has also maintained close relations with the unions of the USSR.

So when Meany exhibited his factional spite against the CIO and
his profound ignoracne of the Soviet trade union movement, with which
the AFL leaders have blindly refused even to meet, the British union-
ists know he was talking “tommyrot.”

They also considered it a crying shame that a leader of American
labor should thus slander and try to disrupt the movement of uniting
world labor in one strong organization, which promises so much for the
welfare of all workers and for future world peace and democratic

progres.—The CIO News.

WHAT MOSHER SAYS
Ira Mosher, small-time president of the National Manufacturers’

Association, in recent testimony before a senatorial committee inves-
tigating the posibilities of “full employment” says the bill proposed
wouldn’t work at all.

Other “Moshers” said we couldn’t produce 50,000 planes a year
for war time, but we produced 90,000 when we got started.

“Moshers” of the past said such an ungodly gadget as the horse-
less carriage was unthinkable and unworkable, but automobiles are
here today.

“Moshers” back in 1900 and 1901 said man couldn’t fly like birds,
but Orville and Wilbur Wright proved they were wrong.

For every thousand “Moshers” who said it can’t be done, there’s
at least one man willing to prove it can be done—so he goes ahead and
does it.

One of our armed service branches has the slogan that Mosher
ought to study: “The difficult we do at once, the impossible takes
a little longer.”—The Progressive Miner.

DISGRACE IN INDO-CHINA
One of the most uninspiring aftermaths of World War II has been

unfolding in French Indo-China. Natives of this colony, misruled and
exploited by the French until the Japanese moved in with their brand
of exploitation, are strugling against resumption of the white man’s
burden. You might think that the France, which has just swung left
in domestic elections, and the Britain of the Labor government would
try to handle the situation with democratic statesmanship and restraint.
But what happens? French troops stage a coup d’etat, street fighting
with Annamite nationalists rages, British empire troops intervene on
the side of the French, and Japanese troops, now accepting British
orders, patrol the streets of Saigon to “maintain order” against the
helpless natives. What an object lesson to Asia about the white man’s
“fight for freedom.”

Indo-China should not revert to France. It should be placed under
United Nations trusteeship and prepared for independence.—The Chi-
cago Sun.

Taft Voices Dangerous Doctrine
Ohio Senator Attempts to Persuade Americans That
Communism Is Only Cure for Widespread Idleness
Senator Taft, in his debate with Senator O’Mahoney insisted that

the “Full Employment” bill, which is receiving powerful, and we be-
lieve, intelligent support in and out of the labor movement, is really
a first step toward Communism.

We wonder if the Senator wishes the workers of America to be-
lieve that they cannot hope for full employment unless they all turn
“Red”?

Fortunatelly, that is not the case. During the war our democracy
demonstrated what it could do in the way of production. We had “full
employment” then. Why shouldn’t we have it now? What is there about
peace which necessarily condems able an willing workers to near-
starvation in a land of unexampled plenty?

We submit that when the senior senator from Ohio raised the Com-
munist issue he was indulging in arrant nonsense.

Why can’t we get away from all this “flapdoodle”? Why try to
hang a nasty name on a good proposal?

Senator Taft says the bill, as it stands, doesn’t create any jobs. We
have said that 20 times. It is just a declaration of principle. It says, in
substance, that Americans have a right to jobs, that free enterprise
should be given the first chance to provide those jobs, but if, for any
reason, free enterprise can’t turn the trick, then Uncle Sam is going
to step in.

When that time comes, if it ever does come, it will be up to Con-
gress and the President to provide the money and to blueprint the
enterprises which the government will undertake. We don’t think
either Congress or the Executive would renege on that sort of a pledge.

We believe certain reactionary interests share that confidence, and
that that is one reason why they are opposed to the “Full Employment”
bil.. —Labor, Washington, D. C.

BRIGHT IDEA!
James W. Gerard, Wall Street

lawyer, who was our ambassador
to Germany at the beginning of the
first World War, has a “bright
idea.”

In a magazine article, he sug-
gests that the Allies create “a
peaceful and prosperous Germa-
ny” by turning it into a monarchy
and placing one of the grandsons
of Kaiser Wilhelm on the throne.

Perhaps some American will re-
call that we fought the first World
War in order to chase Kaiser Wil-
helm of the throne. Now, if Mr.
Gerard has his way, we will start
all over again by making the Ho-
henzollerns autocrats once more.

Purchase not friends by gifts;
when you cease to give such will
cease to love.—Fuller.

It is but a poor eloquence which
only shows that the orator on
talk.—Sir Joshua Reynolds.

The greatest man is he who
chooses the right with invincible
resolution.—Channing.


