
A Yugoslav Weekly Devoted to the
Interest of the Workers

•

OFFICIAL ORGAN OF
J. S. F. and Its Educational Bureau PROLETAREC EDUCATION

ORGANIZATION
CO-OPERATIVE

COMMONWEALTH

NO. 1986. Published Weekly at 2301 So. Lawndale Aw. CHICAGO 23, ILL., October 10, 1954. VOL. XL.

THE RIGHT TO STRIKE RETURNS
Now that the war is at an end the no-strike pledge, so faithfully

honored by most America’s workers, is a dead issue. And so workers
all over the nation are striking.

There is reason for strikes. Prices have advanced despite the
pledge of our war-time president that the line would be held. Overtime
pay has stopped, with the result that the take-home pay of that large
number of people who worked in war industries has been greatly
reduced. People need higher hourly rates now if they are to be able
to pay the cost of ordinary living.

But an even stronger argument for higher wage rates is presented
by those people who take into consideration the effect of a shift from
a war to a peace economy. While the war was on the government was
private industry’s biggest customer, as well as its banker. It was war
buying that made jobs. In the immediate future, however, it must be
private buying. it*

And unless the workers have the money to spend they will not be
able to buy. Thereupon business will slump and unemployment will
come as a consequence-of private industry’s inability to sell what it is
capable of producing.

However, this is not written merely to justify labor’s demands.
More important is the question—

Why is it necessary for the workers of America to assume the
losses and unconveniences that are a part of every strike in order to
get what they want?

Ponder that question—and remember that for more than 12 years
the workers of America were following the leadership of a president
who spoke often and persuasively about the rights of the common man
—and the suspicion may develop that the workers of America have
not used their united power to the right end.

For many years we have been telling the workers of America of
the need for a socialized economy. We have told how the private
ownership of the means of life divides people into classes.

The very fact that the workers must now fear for their material
welfare and strike merely to hold what they have—at a time when
destruction stops and millions of able workers are to be added to the
number of potential wealth-producers—shows that the trouble that
now faces the people of this wealthy nation is basic.

Workers must fear and fight because they have not yet crystallized
their power in politics to back an economic plan that would make
security and well-being as natural as insecurity and fear is today.

During the war—and before—we warned the workers that a day ,
of reckoning would come. We told them that NOW is the time to end
the profit racket and establish industrial democracy. The time which !
we foretold has arrived and the battle of the classes has been resumed
—with defenders of the same old game of wages, profits and human 1
exploitation still making the rules.—Reading Labor Advocate.

There Ought To Be A Law
If any new law is needed it is one to compel all societies, clubs,

councils, asociations, foundations, institutions, and other such types of
organizations to operate out in the open and not behind an alias. Al-
though most of them do operate under their true colors, having nothing
to conceal, there are far too many whose main abjective is \o pull the
wool over the people’s eyes. Hardly a day passes in which the mail
doesn t bring one letter or press release, from some organization we
never heard of before, asking for cooperation and assistance of a fin- j
ancial nature, for the very special undertaking which that organization,
lias so unselfishly of course, undertaken.

In the olden days such a letter or press release would have honest-
ly identified the organization from which it came; today every effort
is made to cook up a title as remotely connected with the organization’s l
true purpose as posible, and the more unattractive that purpose the!more attractive the title. Another thing we have noticed is that if the i
organization is one engaged in spreading racial hatred or religious
intolerance, you can be certain that some place in its title you will
find the word "American’ or “Democracy” or some equally patriotic
and misleading term, and if it happens to be a Communist outfit, you
will almost always find the name of Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jeffer-
son, or some other great American well known for his devotion to the
common people.

While we’re on the subject, we would like to point out that the
Drys are also notoriously adept at this alias business. For example,
there’s the so-called American Business Men’s Research Foundation up
m Chicago, which, if honestly named, would be known simply as the
Dry Propaganda and False Statistics Factory. Another alias the Drys
like to hide behind is the word “temperance”, which can be found in
almost all of their organizational titles, although temperance is some-
thing they know nothing about, never having practiced it. Incidentally,
the only ones who would really object to such a law as we propose
would be those who, like the Drys, must operate under cover of an
alias or go out of business.—The Brewery Worker.

Italy Oves Reparations to Jugoslavia
BELGRADE.—(TANJUG) In

connection with the recent London
Conference of Foreign Ministers,
Mitar Bakic, Secretary-General of
the Yugoslav Government, told a
TANJUG correspondent, regarding
Yugoslav reparations claims
against Italy that these claims were
anounced by Marshal Tito in his
speech at the third session of AV-
NOJ.

Demands for reparations from
Italy are based on Italy’s responsi-
bility in preparing for and parti-
cipating in the war and the meth-
ods by which she conducted the
war. The war damage, caused by
Italy in Yugoslavia, has been as-
certained and estimated. The na-
tional wealth atone, that the Itali-
ans destroyed and looted from the
6th April, 1941 till their surender
is estimated at 1,449,363.681 dol-
lars, according to world prices in
1938. To this must be added the
loss of national income and the ex-
penses of the Liberation War. No
compensation for loss of life, di-
minished working capacity, or loss
of freedom in various forms has
been allowed for in this figure.
These losses are a heavy blow to
our peoples and our national eco-
nomy. The State Commission for
War Indemnity and the State War
Crimes Commission have collected
exact data about the Yugoslav peo-
ples’ losses at the hands of the
enemy. These losses will be pub-
lished later. They are enormous,
amounting to hundreds of thou-
sands. The ravages, caused by the
Italians are very widespread. En-

tire habitations have been burned
to the ground, bridges and rail-
ways destroyed, naval and mer-
chant shipping dragged off or sunk
and forests and crops destroyed.
Italy must return everything her
armies and civil authorities stole
or exported from Yugoslavia and
pay for all the damage. Until now,
Italy has taken no steps to com-
pensate for war damage, nor shown
any readiness to do so. On the con-
trary, Italian reactionaries are
doing everything possible to trans-
form themselves from accused into
accusers. BakiC said: "We do not
think these maneuvers will suc-
ceed. The financiers and creators
of Fascism and Fascist war, the
instigators of massacres, devasta-
tion and looting, must bear the
brunt of reparations: We are con-
vinced that our reparations de-
mands against Italy will receive
the ful suport of our Allies. The
correct solution of war indemnity
and other problems will be the
foundation upon which friendship
between Yugoslavia anu Italy can
be built and will create the basis
for a lasting peace between both
peoples.”

IT'S "WORLD WAR ll'
In goes down in the offical re-

cords as ‘ World War II.” That de-
signation has been approved by
President Truman, “as a matter of
simplicity and to insure uniform
terminology.’ Under the Presi-
dent’s order, the term will here-
after be used in all official docu-
ments.
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The Enslaved Peoples
Are Liberated

By JOSEPH DRASLER
(Formerly an Associate Editor of Proletarec)

ON THE MARCH WITH THE
LIVING AND DEAD

(Continued)

The 80th Divison had just made
the costly Mozelle River crossing,
and the fighting front for the
317th was in the territory between
Hernie and Falquemont on the
Maginot Line. We unloaded just
outside Hernie where batteries of
our 105’s were in action, and
struck for what was an apple or-
chard on a steep hill. It was still
raining continuously, and we were
still carrying our duffle bags stuf-
fed solidly with extra clothing and
equipment. We learned later that
this was the system employed by
the army for getting extra equip-
ment up on the line. It is all
brought up by men coming in as
“replacement” or “reinforcement”,
as they were later called.

We were ordered to put on as
much clothing as we could, which
meant two pairs of underwear, two
shirts and trousers, a jacket and
overcoat, and the remainder we
carried down to a barn along-side
the road. We scattered out and
started moving towards the town,
but before we reached it, we were
cought in a hail of 88’s. We hit the
ground like wet sacks, some of us
in shell holes which were scatter-
ed all over the place and the rest
into any low spot in the ground
that could be found. A Heinie bar-
rage of 88’s lasts just as long and
you get so that you can tell just
about when it will be over, for
even in this they are precise. When
things quieted down again, we took
off for the town and put up in cel-
lars for the night. Most German
homes are built with very strong
and in many cases bomb-proof
cellars, reinforced with concrete
and brick and arched ceilings.
They were apparently looking and
planning far ahead when they built
them. For further protection
against air raids they had deep
tunnels dug in the hills around
te towns. A good deal of the loot
and liquor the boys picked up
coming across Germany was found
in these tunnels.

The day before we came into
Hernie, our company commander
was killed by schrapnel, while get-
ting some new men located out in
a field on the outskirts of the town.
At this time practically all the
men in the company were what is
known in the infantry as “new
men”. In fact casualties were so
heavy each day, that in a short
period of a few weeks you were an
"old man” in the company, in
more than one sense of the word.
The Mozelle River crossing had
taken a lot of men and a trench
foot epidemic had taken a large
toll. So that when we set out next
morning for what was to be our
first contact with the enemy as
riflemen, we were indeed a green

j outfit, officers as well as the men,
as far as battle experience was con-
cerned. (To be continued.)

WHAT'S WRONG
WITH TEXAS?

What’s wrong with Texas? Well,
nothing is wrong with Texas, ac-
cording to J. A. Murphy, of Hous-
ton, except entirely too many of
us get up in the morning at the
alarm of a Connecticut clock, but-
ton a pair of Ohio suspenders to a
pair of Chicago pants, put on a
pair of Massachusetts shoes, wash
our face in a Pittsburgh tin basin,
using Cincinnati soap and a cotton
towel made in New Hampshire, sit
down to a Grand Rapids table, eat
pancakes made from Minneapolis
flour spread with Vermont maple
syrup, and Kansas bacon fried on
a St. Louis stove.

Next, we buy fruit put up in
California, seasoned with Rhode
Island spices and sweetened with
Colorado sugar. We put on a hat
made in Philadelphia, hitch a De-
troit mule fed on Oklahoma gaso-
line to an Ohio plow and work all
day on a Texas farm covered with
a New England mortgage.

At night we crawl under a New
Jersey blanket to be kept awake
by a bullfrog, the only home pro-
duct on the place, wondering all
the while where the money goes
in this wonderful State of ours. If
we would buy more home manu-
factured products we could be
more prosperous.—From a Texas
newspaper.

HOARDING LARGE-
DENOMINATION BILLS

One of the strangest of the many
strange phenomena of the war pe-
riod was the disposition of per-
sons of ample means to hoard cur-
rency of large denominations. They
questioned the value of all secur-
ities. They didn’t trust the banks.
They filled their safety deposit
boxes with cash—millions of it!

In the first two months of this
year, 31 per cent of the currency
in circulation was in large denomi-
nations—that is, from $5O to $lO,-
000. That’s the kind the hoarders
liked. Since then the percentage
has been dropping. In June it was
28 per cent. It is probably below
that now.

J. Pierpont Morgan, the elder,
once said that the man who “sold
America short” was a fool. These
hoarders were not doing exactly
that. Many of them were expecting
a crash—something like 1929—and
they figured on picking up juicy
bargains in all kinds of property.
There is nothing new about that.
Some of America’s most astute
moneyed men did exactly that
during the last panic.—Labor.

IN THE WIND
From THE NATION

U. S. S. R. ZION: The September
15 bulletin of the Agricultural
Committee for American-Soviet
Friendship, Inc., reports that
“twenty years ago the Soviet gov-
ernment offered the territory
around Birobidshan, on the north-
east border of Manchuria, to the
Jews as an autonomous Jewish
region. Gradually about 200 enter-
prising and hardy settlers moved
in . . . These Jewish farmers have
converted their part of the Amur
valley . . . into the most homelike
place in Russian Asia. Their col-
lective farms compare favorably
with any American or European
estate.”

TOLERANCE: The Gentile
League, which lost its charter in
July, 1944, because of its anti-
Semitism, is seeking for a new
license. In an interview with Ar-
thur W. Friede, founder of the
league, the Milwaukee Journal of
September 14 reports Friede’s de-
nial of anti-Semitic charges. “We
have to call it the Gentile League,”
he said, “to let the Jews know we
have an organization, too. They
have an organization that we can’t
join, but we won’t go that far. If
they can qualify, they can join
ours

.. . One of the aims of the
league is to try to prevent any
particular group getting control of
(surplus war goods) and gouging

I the American public . . . The league
emphatically declares that it is not
anti-religious.”

DEMOCRATIZATION: The Sep-
tember 8 issue of Editor and Pub-
lisher mentions that articles from
the Chicago Tribune are being sent
to the main prisoner-of-war camp
at Concordia, Kansas, for use in a
German monthly digest, and quotes
a letter from the camp’s assistant
executive officer to the Tribune:
“Your newspaper has been coming
regularly to this camp and has
served a useful purpose indeed in
the reeducation of German prison-
ers.”

NOTICE TO THE BIBLE CLASS:
A correspondent has sent in a clip-
ping from Variety noting that
Frank Ross, who is making a Hol-
lywood spectacle out of “The
Robe,” has signed a contract to
provide color stills from the pic-
ture for use as illustrations in an
edition of the New Testament to
be published after the film re-
leased.

WHY NOT AMERICANIZE
OUR ARMY?

Congress is passing a bill offer-
ing young men unprecedented in-
ducement to volunteer for short
periods of peacetime service in the
United States Army. Yet Congress
and the army doubt if sufficient
volunteers will be obtained, and
argue it will be necessary to con-
tinue the draft after it expires next
May.

This raises the question: Why
are American boys so reluctant to
enter the army? Anyone who talks
with enlisted soldiers will find
there is one main reason.

Our boys have been brought up j
to believe they are as good as any
other Americans, that we are
“born equal.” By joining the army ;
they place themselves in a posi-)
tion of artificial inferiority.

In the army, and likewise the
navy, there is a sharp class distinc-
tion between “officers and gentle-
men” and “mere enlisted men.”
The latter resent that deep down
in their souls. They will put up
with it in time of war, but will not
voluntarily subject themselves to
it in time of peace.

Congress should consider wheth-
er it is necessary to have that sharp
dividing line between officers and
enlisted men. Some distinguished
officers have believed it is neither
necessary nor American, and we
heartily agree.—Labor.

WOMEN UNPAID!
The Women’s Bureau of the

Department of Labor reports that
in the Midwest war area women’s
pay is still below that of men doing
similar work. The bureau appeals
to the unions to remedy this injust-
ice.

Evidently it feels a plea to the
employers would not produce re-
sults. As a matter of fact, the
labor unions have tackled the
problem. They are always bat-
tling for equal pay for equal work
for men and women.

ODD
Ever thought of it? The night falls
hut it doesn’t break, and day
breaks but it never falls.

RACKETEERS STALKING SOLDIERS;
ARE TAKING ENORMOUS TOLL

There continues to be much talk of plans to give to returning
service men the help which was promised in the highly-advertised
“G. I. Bill of Rights.”

This newspaper, along with other friends of the veterans, views
many of the proposals with suspicion. It has insisted all along that
whatever legislation is enacted should contain ample safeguards to
protect veterans from racketeers. Already, these harpies are doing a
thriving business at the expense of ex-service men.

“Yank,” the enlisted men’s newspaper, asserts that veterans are
now being robbed through spurious schemes to the extent of 82,500,-
000,000 a year.

Unscrupulous money lenders and real estate crooks are declared
to be lying in wait for victims at almost every corner.

The American Legion has proposed to Congress an amendment
to the loan provisions of the “G. I. Bill” which many on Capitol Hill
feel may turn out to be bad for veterans and Uncle Sam, but good for
money-lending and real estate racekteers.

The Legislation, the Legion says, was drafted by representatives of
iinancial interest. It puts responsibility and authority for making loans
to veterans entirely within the hands of the lenders. All that the Vet-
erans' Administration can do is to approve loans after they are made.
The government guarantees loans up to $2,000.

The amendment permits banks and other lending agencies to go
the limit in making plans. If they run out of funds, they may discount
their paper with the Federal Reserve System, obtain more money and
make more loans.

v The amendment permits veterans to buy homes up to a value of
$lO,OOO, with the Veterans’ Bureau guaranteeing $2,000 and the Fed-
eral Housing Administration advancing $B,OOO on a mortgage.

In other words, the veteran can obtain a home without paying a
peny down. Naturally, that fact will be capitalized by the unscrupu-
lous real estate man, and used to get outrageous prices for property.
—Labor.

TRUSTEESHIP FOR THE INDIES
If Ihe Netherlands East Indies are not ready for full independence

they clearly ought not to be returned to the colonial rule of the Dutch,
either. Dr. Soekarno, president of ‘‘the Indonesian republic,” may or
may not be the ideal man to head the national independence move-
ment. But he makes complete sense when he says: ‘‘lt is ridiculous for
a nation of 7,000,000 Dutchmen to attempt to control the government
of 70,000,000 Indonesians.” It has been made no less ridiculous by thesmug declaration of Holland—after centuries of holding the Indo-
nesians in ignorance, and exploiting them for the profit of the Dutch
masters that these colonial wards will soon be granted ‘‘equal” status
in a ‘federation” under the Dutch crown.

The proper immediate solution is establishment of a collective
United Nations trusteeship for the Netherlands East Indies, to speed
the education, the economic advance and the political experience of the
people, and thus prepare them for independence within a fixed number
of years. America cannot escape her responsibility in this matter; Asia

1 knows that it was above all our power which liberated the Indies from
i Japan. Holland in the past has been able to hold them in bondage

| primarily because the great powers were unwilling to entrust these
: tieasure islands of the Pacific to each other. If we meet our obligation

j tor spreading freedom, we shall take the lead for proclamation of a
I United Nations trusteeshop. The Chicago Sun.

THE BASIC FACTS OF BRITISH PLIGHT
While the Anglo-American financial talks continue without visible

j progress, the British government has begun to take steps to reduce
imports which must be paid for in dollars. Contracts for Lend-Lease
goods amounting to $1,500,000,000 on V-J Day have been cut in half by
canceling orders for tobacco, raw materials, and manufactured goods.
Jhis means more “austerity” for the British consumer but is also bad
news for the American farmer, for it implies cultivation by Britain of

| alternative sources of supply of such commodities as cotton, huge sur-
pluses of which already exist in this country. Administration experts
who are conducting the negotiations with Lords Halifax and Keynes

I understand fully the basic facts of Britain’s plight. They know that if
we do not help it to its feet, it will have to renounce the ideal of un-
restricted international trade or face starvation. But the Administration
is timid about putting the fact before the country. It fears that isola-
tionist and Anglophobes, in Congress and elsewhere, will damn anyrealistic solution to the problem by saying that Uncle Sam is beingasked to play Santa Claus for the benefit of British Socialism. Washing-
ton s hope, therefore, is to fix up a scheme that will appear though—-

: i big loan at a commercial rate of interest, for instance—and leave thedemonstration of its unworkability to time. Te British, however, seem
reluctant to cooperate in this deception. They have taken a stand
against incurring liabilites they know they will not be able to meet.Rather than that, they will tighten their belts until they can reorgan-
ize their trade on a barted basis. If we force them to adopt this alter-
native, we can say goodby to our hopes of an expanding world marketfor American surpluses.—The Nation.

WHAT IS A MINORITY ?
By RUTII TAYLOR

A hundred years ago a great man wrote “What is a minority? Thecnosen heroes of this earth have been in a minority. There is not asocial political or religious privilege that you enjoy today that was notbought for you by the blood and tears and patient suffering of theminority. It is the minority that have stood in the van of every moralconflict, and achieved all that is noble in the history of the world.”After all,, it is not so long ago since Organized Labor was a minor-
ity. If you read some columns you’d think it still was. Organized Labornows the handicaps, the difficulties, the discrimination, the prejudices,the hatred which minorities have to face.

There are none of us whose fathers have not at some time beenmembers of a minority. Though it may have been of nationality, orlaith—or as in the case of the Pilgrim Fathers among the Indians, ofco or. No group was always the majority—whether it be of race, reli-gion or class.
And yet—too often we forget our own backgrounds and turn on

lie smaller groups, making them suffer in turn. Whether we do itloughtlessiy or intentionally makes no difference. We make otherssuffer.

Inconsistent humans—yes we admit it. But more that that, it isimpractical, too. Surely during the centuries we should have asquiredsome sense.
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