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ATOMIC FUTURE
In a recent issue of Yank, the Army weekly, a sergeant-reporter

who visited Hiroshima, first Japanese city to experience the civilizing
effects of the atomic age, gave the following description of the site:

“The scarcity of healthy survivors gives some idea what our first
and most effective atom bomb did when it struck Japan. There’s no
doubt when you look at it that Hiroshima is the greatest man-made
disaster in the history of the world. In parts of the outskirts the smell
of the dead under the debris is unbearable. In the center of the town
there are not enough ruins to hide a corpse. Everything is level ashes.”

The reporter finished his account with the following dialogue with
the Japanese interpreter who was conducting an air force group through
the city:

“We asked him if the people in this part of Japan accepted the
atomic bomb as one of the misfortunes of war and held no particular
resentment against us for it. Or, we asked, do they hate us?”

“The officer studied his boots and then peered quizzically through
his tortoise-rimmed glasses.

“ They hate you,’ h'e said.”
The atomic era has opened with a heritage of bitterness and hate

that would take, even under the most wholesome conditions, many
years to erase. The first users of the atomic bomb have earned for
America the fear and helpless rage of millions of plain people through-
out the world. This hatred will not be limited to the military and
imperialist leaders who insisted on using the bomb, but will be directed
at all Americans.

At the moment the main force of American imperialism has been
imposed on the Far East, where the atomic bomb has had its first
showing.

Now comes evidence that the power of atomic energy will be used
just as pre-atomic energy was: against the people. If President Truman’s
message to Congress on the atomic bomb and atomic energy signify the
shape of things to come in the atomic era, then it is likely that the
atomic monopolists are planning to rule at home through the same fear
and power that they have spread abroad.

The Truman plan calls for the formation of a commission which
will control all American sources of atomic energy along with the right
to conduct research for “military, industrial, scientific or medical pur-
poses.” It adds, “In these activities it should, of course, use existing
private and public institutions and agencies to the fullest extent
possible.”

Thus the future will mean that the exploitation of workers has the
possibility of being increased manifold, under a plan which will put
the tremendous power of atomic energy into the hands of capitalism
and its government.

This frightening possibility makes it more than imperative that
the power of the ruling class be broken. And soon.

—The (Socialist) Call.

SPECULATORS ARE BUYING UP
GERMAN WAR INDUSTRIES

Sensational reports revealed a dangerous contrast between two
facts:

1. American government and army authorities are trying to dis-!
mantle Germany’s war industries and convert them to production of I
peace goods, to wipe out the fundamental source of Germany’s war-
making power. '

2. American and British speculators are buying up the stocks of l
Germany’s war industry corporations, in hope of making a big profit’
when Uncle Sam turns his back and those industries begin war pro-
duction again.

The reports said the speculators are buying the stocks from German
“refugees in the United States, England, Spain, Portugal, Sweden,
Switzerland, Brazil and other South American countries. Some of these
refugees are German industrialists and financiers who backed the Nazis.

"Some time in the future, when the Allies have ended control over j
the German industrial plants,” a government official said, “the specu- j
lators will assert their ownership of those plants.”

It is obvious that the speculators, who must be men of wealth, will j
use their influence to get American contrpl of the German plants ended ;
as soon as possible, even if that may mean another World War.—Labor.

WHY NOT TO BE FRANK
WITH THE PEOPLE?

By RAYMOND LONERGAN
The newspapers are printing

disturbing stories about the recent
London meeting of the “Big Five”
—the foreign ministers of the Unit-
ed States, Britain, Russia, China
and France, with Secretary of State
Byrnes representing this country.

Many of the correspondents in-
sist the conference has been a
“flop,” with the Rusians making
unreasonable demans and Molotov
frequently clashing with Bevin of
Britain, and, to a lesser extent,
with Secretary Byrnes.

The most alarming statement
comes from a Russian source and
charges that Britain and the Unit-
ed States have "ganged up” on the
Soviets.

For example, a Russian writer
hits the American proposal to in-
ternationalize the waterways of
Europe, including the Danube and
the Dardanelles. Russia contends
this is really Britain’s idea and is
designed to deprive Moscow of the
Dardanelles, the famous strait
which has been the cause of half a
dozen wars, because England fear-
ed that if Rusia could get into the
Mediterranean she might cut Brit-
ain’s “lifeline to India.”

We will make a great mistake
if we resort to Old World double-
dealing. The United States should
not play any nation’s game. It
should stand on its own feet and
deal fairly and frankly with all its
associates.

The only way to preserve world
peace is to create an atmosphere
of mutual confidence and respect.

The American people do not
knew what agreements were made
at the conferences at Teheran and
Yalta, where President Roosevelt,
Premier Churchill and Marshal
Stalin conferred for weeks.

There is good reason to believe
that a division of Europe was plan-
ned and that when Germany col-
lapsed the “Red” armies were oc-

cupying the areas alloted to Rus- j
sia.

Perhaps it is unfortunate that •

the representatives of the demo- j
eracies felt it necessary to make j
such concessions, but, if made, they;
must be respected.

It is even more unfortunate that
the British and American people
are not told frankly just what was
done at Teheran and Yalta. Such
revelations might cause disturbing
political repercussions here at
home—important elements among
our voting population, might not
like them—but at least the atmos-
phare would be cleared.

GIGANTIC LOBBY IS
SET UP BY REALTORS

Lavishly Financed “Research
Foundation” of Head Off
Public Housing Program
Another lobby has been set up j

in Washington. In order to head |
off any program of public housing!
which will interfere with their
profits, real estate interests have
formed what they call a “research
foundation” and have endowed it
with a fund of $500,000.

The promoters of the “founda-
tion have asked Congress to grant
it a United States charter. Thus
the lobby hopes to conceal its ac-
tivities under a cloak of eminent
respectability.

indubitably
A prospective client once asked

Hie famous advocate, Senator WtU
Uam M. Evarts, what he would
charge to handle a certain lawcase.

“Wen,* said Evarts, “I will ***«

Four case on a contingent fee.’*
“And what,” inquired the other

Innocently, “is a contingent feet”
‘‘Well,* said the veteran attorney,

• contingent fee to a lawyer meansthis: If I don’t win your suit I get
nothing. If I do win it you get
nothing.”
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Can Business Afford Wage Increases?
“Pleading poverty” is a device often used by the rich to avoid

their obligations. These days the big corporations that glutted them-
selves on wartime profits are pleading poverty—insisting that they
really can’t afford to give wage increases.

The idea that America's biggest billion dollar corporations, the
biggest money-makers during the war, can’t afford wage increases
sounds absurd on the surface. But the idea doesn’t really become fan-
tastic until you take a look at the figures.

The War Productin Board, the home of the dollar-a-year men,
put the case mildly when it said in a recent report, “the profits of
industry increased sharply, both before and after taxes.”

The WPB then goes on to point out that profits in 1944 were
double those of 1939. “despite increase in tax rates and the adoption
of the excess profits tax . .

.”

This is a very conservative estimate compared with the results
of a PM survey of official treasury figures on corporation profits
after taxes.

This survey showed that industry made 14 years of normal profits
in the six year war period. Thus, business not only comes out with
eight years of extra profits, but in addition, Congress has provided
for rebates on excess profits taxes if postwar profits fall below average
pre-war earnings.

Here are the PM figures of yearly wartime profits. When you read
the figures below remember that the official average of profits after
taxes for the four prewar years 1936-39 was three and a third billions.

Compare that 3 billions to the profits below:
Year Profits
1940 . $4,900,000,000
1941 7,000.000,000
1942 9,000,000,000
1943

.. ...
.... 10.000,000,000

1944 '
... 9,000,000,000

1945 7,500,000,000
The spectacle of these gigantic corporations pleading poverty is

even funnier when the plea comes from the steel and auto industries,
two of the biggest of the immense basic industry monopolies and the
first to be faced with labor’s demand for wage increases.

General Motors accumulated dividends of $630 millions during
the war years, plus an increase in net worth of another $2OO millions.

The steel industry paid out dividends in this period totalling
three-quarters of a billion. In addition, total assets of the industry
rose more than a billion. Profits of the industry, after taxes, increased
113%.

*

#

And we repeat, just in case the harvest of prewar years should not
continue in the postwar years, Congress has provided that business
will get rebates on its excess profits tax payments.

Not bad.—The Advance.

SOCIALIST GAINS AND
FOREIGN POLICY

In elections held in September
the French people took a decided
turn to the left. Both Socialists
and Communists gained seats in the
government—and that means that
the private profits of the owning
class of the whole world are being
menaced.

Our own capitalist policy-makers
understand the meaning of the
French election just as clearly as
they understand the significance of
the recent British Labor Party’s
victory. And because they under-
stand it, they are going to shape
their foreign policy in a manner
best calculated to retard the march
of the British and the French to-
ward economic and social justice.

The quick cancellation of lend-
lease arrangements is one of the
things that already has been done
to set the scene for future negotia-
tions. As capitalist spokesmen were
quick to point out, there is no rea-
son why they should do anything
to help workers emancipate them-
selves from exploitation.

Thus it is that the same profit-
seeking crew which was so willing
to sacrifice millions of working-

jclass lives and billions of dollars to
I preserve capitalism are not willing
to give anything at all to end the
racket that breeds international
conflict and war.
.It is in order at this time for or-

dinary Americans to recall the

thing lor which they were told we
were fighting, Was it to preserve
the capitalist economy? Or was it
to safeguard democracy?

Unfortunately for themselves,
however, most ordinary people are
content to permit their exploiters

all the thinking. That’s why
the same workers who were so
willing to lend-lease for war are
now so dead set against giving sim-
ilar help to nations who turn to-
ward Socialism. Reading Labor
Advocate.

HITLER'S SALARIES
REVEALED AS $10,500,000
A YEAR

Adolf Hitler often boasted that
he was the only national ruler who
did not receive a paycheck but in-
stead lived an “ascetic life of sim-
plicity.”

An analysis of German secret
budget figures for 1942 showed
today that Hitler got a salary of
56,400 reichsmarks, more than
1,000,000 reichsmarks as Reich
president, 24,000,000 reichsmarks
as chancellor and a subsidy of
960,000 reichsmarks as leader of
the Nazi party —a total income
of approximately $10,500,000 a
year.

Those figures did not include
his personal expense account as
fuehrer.

IN THE WIND
From THE NATION

POLITICAL ECONOMY: “Re-
publrcan control of ftie state,” said
the Chicago Tribune of September
6, “is retained by a thread. . .

The party has a good deal of legiti-
mate patronage at the disposal of
the state administration. It should
be used to strengthen its organiza-
tion in Chicago. The election re-
turns over the last few years raise
a strong suspicion that that patron-
age isn’t going into the right
hands.”

RACE RELATIONS: Miss Etta
McGee, a Negro of Evanston, Illi-
nois, recently called on a friend at
the Orrington Hotel there and was
told to use the service elevator.
Palmer Jones, manager told repre-
sentatives of the Evanston and
North Shore Civil Liberties com-
mittees that the hotel “assumes that
all Negroes are servants and there-
fore directs them to use the service
elevator.” The Civil Liberties com-
mittees are making this a test case
under the state civil-rights law.

LABOR RELATIONS: Business
Week for September 22 carries on
the first page of its labor section a i
photograph with the caption
“Preparations for Peace-Time
Living.” It shows one of two
armored reconnaissance cars pur-
chased from the army by the
Cleveland police “to augment their
fleet of squad cars. The ‘cruisers’
will mount two machine-guns
each.”

EDUCATION: A. A. Nichoson,
assistant vice-president of the
Texas Company, gave this advice
to the Kansas City Real Estate
Board on September 14, as re-
ported in the Kansas City Star:
“As for the selling of the post-war
product, Nichoson pointed out that
the salesman must learn to reach
the emotions of the prospective
buyer in preference to his reason-
ing. Education has fallen down,’
he said, ‘when it has failed to en-
large its methods in teaching emo-
tion while the emphasis has been
on reasoning.’ ”

EUGENICS: Scientific note from
Pamphlet No. 40 of the Eugenics
Society of Northern California:
“Displacement of our native robins
by immigrant English sparrows is
described in Condor Jan.-Feb.,
1945, number by Mr. Frank Rich-
ardson. . . If this story could pene-
trate the consciousness of every
Senator and Representative at
Washington, it would end careless-
ness in immigration-control legisla-
tion. . . If U.S.A. been wiser as
to immigration control, Pearl Har-
bor might have been avoided.”

WRONG NUMBER: From the
script of the Fred Waring show on
N.B C. September 18: “Now we
turn our attention to South Amer-
ica, where so many countries are
celebrating their independence
—all this week. Here’s ‘Down Ar-
gentine Way.’ ”

HANDS ACROSS THE SEA: The
Shirley Food Stores advertised
sliced ham in the Washington Post
of September 14 thus: “Ah! Slices
of ham browned a bit . .

. and
cream gravy and mashed potatoes,
and green peas! Enjoy it like peo-
ple would in England!”

POWER TRUST INSULTS
INTELLIGENCE

Hitler got into power because the
Germans went in for public owner-
ship of public utilities.

Simple, isn’t it? Now we can for-
get all the other explanations, such
as the fact that big German indus-
trialists put Hitler in power.

A few stubborn skeptics may
doubt the simple explanation be-
cause it comes from the “Kentucky
Utilities News,” a mouthpiece of
the “Power Trust.” Here is what it
says:

“The instrument Hitler used
bears a dangerous resemblance to
the Tennessee Valley Authority.
The first step in Germany was, as
in this country, the seizure of pub-

| lie utilities.”

j Power Trust propaganda has de-
: scended to bottomless depths in the

j past, but this latest example shows
complete contempt for the intelli-
gence of the American people.—
Labor.

A GOOD TIP
When you move into a new

neighborhood, beware of the neigh-
bor who warns you against the
other neighbors.

CARRYING ANALOGY TO FAR
Minister (at a funeral): “Friends,

! all that remains here is the shell
j —the nuts has gone'

EXPERTS ARE FAR APART
ON EXTENT OF
UNEMPLOYMENT

Unemployment is a real prob-
lem, but just how serious it is im-
possible to determine from official
estimates. They vary so greatly
that they must be accepted merely
as guesses.

For example, Secretary of Com-
merce Henry A. Wallace declared
there is an “immediate prospect” of
an eight-billion dollar cut in pay
checks because of layoffs, shorter
hours and a shift of workers from
high to low-wage industries.

1 his was the most conservative
of many official statements. Wal-
lace’s purpose was to emphasize
the need of attaining full employ-
ment to prevent business from
going in to a nosedive.

In sharp contrast was a predic-
| tion by the Office of War Mobili-
zation and Reconversion that there

! would be more than eight million
, jobless workers by early next year,
! and that the number will not drop

I below six millions before the be-
i ginning of 1947.

This pesimistic forecast, the re-
port said, was based “on the most

i favorable economic conditions now
' foreseeable.”

The Office of Price Administra-
; tion went even farther with a pre-
I diction that by the last half of 1946
there will be at least 10 million
persons out of work.

Both agencies based their fore-
casts on the assumption that the
nation’s gross production will drop
from 200 billion dollars a year be-
fore V-E Day to an annual rate of
about 160 billions early next year.

REMEMBER MR. WALLACE?
Remember Henry A. Wallace, the man some people didn’t want

for vice president again?
Remember him, he’s the man Jesse Jones (alias James) didn’t want

to handle the nation’s finances through the RFC.
Remember Mr. Wallace, the visonary—the businessman’s enemy

(so some said).
Well, Mr. Wallace is the gentleman who insisted to the late Presi-

dent Roosevelt that we must push experiments on the atomic bomb.
It was at his urging that Roosevelt ordered the “go-ahead” and the
results are too well known to need further elaboration.

It’s the same Mr. Wallace, incidentally, who showed America how
to raise two bushels of corn where only one grew before.—The Pro-
gressive Miner.

VETERANS AS STRIKEBREAKERS
This weeks news from Austin, Texas, told a story that shows vet-

erans taking the jobs of striking workers.
The strikers were union employes of the Lower California River

Authority. By their action they had closed down four hydroelectric
plants for 30 hours.

What we have to say about this incident can be said in a few
sentences.

.First, it is part of a pattern of official behavior that is likely to
spread across the nation at any time.

Second, it is justified mainly by a philosophy completely at odds
with the spirit of “free enterprise” and completely in keeping with
a totalitarian society.

Third, the use of veterans as strikebreakers has been forecast by
the attitude of such persons as General Hershey, draft chief, who
wants returned soldiers to have super seniority for jobs, and Senator
Rankin, who was the first to publicly urge what has now become a
“directive”: that soldiers need not join unions to reclaim their jobs
in closed union shops.

And finally we have this to say:
That the only really effective way for workers to end the evils

against which they strike is to make all industry the property of the
people and operate a socialized economy for the general welfare in-
stead of for private profit. To this we add that any worker who votes
against democratic socializem is taking a position that inevitably
leads to class inequality and industrial conflict, that government em-
ployes cannot hope to rise above their fellow workers in private-profit
industry and that a vote for capitalism is a vote for a society which
cannot exist long without unemployment and the type of controls
which follow in the wake of government relief.

We don’t believe many workers would vote knowingly for a pro-
posal to have veterans act as strikebreakers. But that is what millions
of workers do unknowingly every time they vote for either of the
two capitalist political parties.—Reading Labor Advocate.

Billions for Advertising
Articles Not Obtainable

The “Wall Street Journa\” said that $2,270,000,000 is being spent
on advertising this year and that in 1946 the expenditure will rise 25
per cent, or to about $2,840,000,000.

That means advertising next year will cost about $22 for each
man, woman and child in the country, or $77 for the average family
of 3.5 persons.

This cost is often "justified” on the ground that advertising gets
people to buy automobiles, radios and other products, and thus pro-
motes prosperity. There may be some truth in that argument in ordi-
nary times, but the truth about the situation now is pointed out by the
“Journal” in the following words:

“One automobile salesman, arguing against huge expenditures for
advertising, recently remarked that people would be lined up for years
to come to buy cars.

“ 'Yes,’ replied his sales manager,, but in whose line?’ ”

In other words, more people want to buy cars, radios and other
products now than manufacturers can produce in years. Yet the man-
ufacturers are pouring more and more money into advertising which,
in the long run, must be paid for by the public.—Labor.

At least 2,000 calories of food are necessary for a daily diet, but the
Dutch get only 1,500; Italy, 1,500; France, 1,700; and Germany, $1,150;
but the United States, 3,000.

Canada’s production is only 71 per cent per man hour that of the
United States, while Germany’s was only 41, England and Russia
33 and Japan’s 25. That tells why the United States is the worlds
greatest industrial nation.

CLAIMS WOMEN WON'T
RETURN TO KITCHENS
McNutt Says Full Employment Is

Needed to Lay Ghost of Hitler
Millions of women who held war

jobs have no desire or intention to
return to the kitchen, according to
Paul V. McNutt, former War Man-
power Commissioner.

He insists the skills they acquired
are a national asset and that it
would be “economic folly” to
shelve them.

The only alternative to full em-
ployment for both men and women,
he said, would be fierce competi-
tion between men and women, and
between veterans and nonveterans.

“Hate movements will menace
our democracy,” McNutt warned.
“Hitler's ghost will take on new
substance in American bread lines.”

HAPPY!
The shortage of railroad trans-

portation is proving a “gold mine”
for the air lines. A nation-wide
survey showed that passenger
planes are so crowded, particular-
ly on East-West flights, that it is
almost impossible to get a seat
without a high “priority.”

Air line managers are rubbing
their hands with glee. They fig-
ure that thousands of people arc
traveling by air for the first time,
and may continue to do so after

; the war.

DEFINITE
Caller—l am so sorry your mis-

tress is out. Do you think she will
be at home this evening?

Maid—She’ll have to be; it’s my
i night out.


